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Date: November 2023

Vacancy – The Hollyfield School 

Dear applicant,

Firstly, thank you for expressing an interest in the post of Teacher of English at The Hollyfield School.

My name is Ali Mirhashem and I am the Head of English at Hollyfield School. Prior to this, I worked as the 2 i/c & Head of Key Stage 4 at a school in South London. I also have experience from a pastoral setting as an Assistant Head of Year too.

To work in the English department at Hollyfield is a privilege. The department is collegiate by nature and continually supportive of one another. Whether it is pedagogy, teaching and learning strategies or professional development, we are always trying to drive each other forward. As part of this, we are fortunate to have a leadership team that genuinely believes in career development as shown through the exciting opportunities for CPD that staff can have the opportunity to take part in.

This positive attitude feeds into the curriculum too. At Hollyfield, we pride ourselves on having a curriculum that is unashamedly exciting, challenging and relevant. The texts that we look at encompass a diverse range of themes, concepts and forms from a variety of different authors. Within our department, from Year 7, we develop and nurture our love of reading and engaging with the school through a plethora of extra-curricular activities whether that is through Spelling Bees, Gothic Week or National Poetry Day. Linked to this, our grades at GCSE continually surpass national standards with 25% of our students achieving a 7+ in English Language, 30% of our students achieving 7+ in English Literature. 

This is a genuinely exciting time to join Hollyfield school’s English Department as we look to the future and how we can make our teaching and learning even better. As part of our future plans, we are looking to develop our KS5 offering to ensure that the fantastic results we receive at KS4 are replicated at the Sixth Form. Also, we are looking to ensure that we continue to target and support students from our most disadvantaged and vulnerable groups to ensure they have the best outcomes possible.

For further information about our school, please refer to the school website and should you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me. 

I look forward to receiving your application.

Yours sincerely,


[bookmark: _GoBack]Ali Mirhashem
Head of English 
The Hollyfield School
Tel: 020 8339 4500
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