Better Futures Multi-Academy Trust
Full-Stack Product Developer — Application Form
ARC Leadership Platform & Swaya Student Feedback App
Please complete this form and submit it alongside your CV to the People Team. This form replaces a traditional covering letter — do not simply repeat your CV. We are looking for specific, honest answers. There are no trick questions.
Maximum length: one side of A4 equivalent per question. Shorter, sharper answers are preferred.

A. About You
Full name
	

	


Email address
	

	


Location (town/city and country)
	

	


Are you able to attend occasional in-person days in the Midlands (typically 1-2 per month)?
Please confirm yes or no, and note any constraints.
	

	


Do you have the right to work in the UK without sponsorship?
	

	


Salary expectation (for 0.6 FTE, pro-rata basis)
The advertised range is £25,200-£30,000 pro-rata (equivalent to £42,000-£50,000 FTE).
	

	



B. Your Current Situation
1. What does your current working situation look like, and how would a 0.6 FTE role fit alongside it?
For example: are you currently employed, freelancing, between roles? We want to understand how this role fits your life, not just your CV. Be direct.
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



C. Your Experience
2. In no more than 300 words, tell us how your experience matches what we are looking for. Focus on what is not obvious from your CV.
Read the job description carefully before answering. We are looking for specificity, not a summary of your CV.
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


3. Describe a product, feature, or codebase you have owned end-to-end. What were you responsible for, and what was the outcome?
We want to understand your ownership and decision-making — not just your contribution to someone else's product.
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


4. We build on Ruby on Rails with a React frontend. Walk us through the most complex technical challenge you have solved in a similar stack.
Be specific about what made it complex, what you did, and what you learned.
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



D. Mobile Development
5. Both ARC and Swaya have mobile components. Swaya in particular is a live iOS and Android application used by students and staff.
Please describe your mobile development experience: what platforms have you worked on, what frameworks or build pipelines have you used (e.g. React Native, Flutter, native iOS/Android), and give at least one concrete example of a mobile feature or fix you delivered. If your mobile experience is limited, be honest about that and tell us how you would approach getting up to speed.
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



E. Mindset & Approach
6. This role involves shaping products that are still evolving. How do you handle ambiguity and changing priorities?
We are a small team building products in a structured organisation. Give us a real example.
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



F. Portfolio & References
Portfolio links
Please provide links to relevant work — GitHub profile, live products, case studies, or any other examples that show your technical and design capabilities. We are particularly interested in examples that demonstrate your attention to UI/UX quality.
	

	

	

	

	


Professional referees
Please provide the name, role, organisation, and email address of two professional referees. Referees will not be contacted without your permission.
Referee 1
	

	

	


Referee 2
	

	

	



Thank you for your application. All applications are treated in confidence. We aim to acknowledge receipt within 2 working days.
