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TEACHER OF PHYSICAL EDUCATION
(MPS / UPS)

Northampton School for Boys is an independent academy for boys aged 11-18, with a mixed Sixth Form.  There are presently 1623 on roll, of which 610 are in the Sixth Form (including 185 girls).  The school has Teaching School status and was graded as outstanding in all aspects in its latest Ofsted inspection – November 2014.
The Physical Education team is an exceptionally well-resourced group of experienced, committed and well-qualified teachers.  The delivery of Physical Education within the curriculum has been recognised as outstanding by Ofsted and there is a rich tradition of sport at the school, with representative teams across various activities reaching the latter stages of national competition on an annual basis.  The school was named State School of the Year for Sport, in the inaugural Daily Telegraph School Sport Matters Awards and was runner up the following year.  It was also named State School of the Year for Sport by School Sport Magazine in 2013, 2015 and 2017, placing runner up in 2014 and 2016.
There is a particularly low turn-over of staff within the Physical Education Team at Northampton School for Boys, such is the attraction of the professional environment for a committed PE Teacher.
We are seeking to employ a main scale teacher of Physical Education with specific expertise in the delivery of rugby.  For this appointment, full commitment to the co-curricular provision for rugby within the school is essential. 
Northampton School for Boys aspires to be the leading school, state or independent, for sports provision in the country.

STAFFING
There are 10 full-time members of the Physical Education Team.  To support the delivery of extra-curricular sport there are dedicated Sports Instructor and Sports Transport budgets.  In addition there is a PE Technician, a Swimming Pool Manager / Swim Coach and an out of hours Sports Lettings Supervisor.  The team are dedicated to the highest quality provision of Physical Education and School Sport, with all that this entails.  The team is also supported by other staff and AOTTs from the wider school community who have experience in particular fields of sport.

CURRICULUM
Students study a broad and balanced curriculum over 2 ¼ hours per week in Years 7 to 11.  The curriculum is prescribed through Key Stages 3 and 4.  All Sixth Form students follow a compulsory Sport and Fitness programme throughout the duration of Years 12 and 13.  A Level Physical Education is a successful and well-established course, there are currently 47 students studying the linear course in Years 12 and 13 combined.
In September 2015 the school introduced GCSE PE into the Key Stage 4 option block programme and it has proved to be a popular option course.  We currently have two full classes studying towards the qualification in both Years 10 and 11, with 120 students in total.
In September 2017 the school introduced the Level 3 BTEC Extended Diploma in Sport.  This course has a specific rugby focus.  There are currently 9 students studying the course in Year 12. 
EXTRA CURRICULAR SPORT
The school is dedicated to the delivery of high quality extra-curricular sport.  In the current winter period we have 77 clubs running on a weekly basis, in a diverse range of activities, ranging from recreational participation to elite player development.  In addition there is a vibrant Inter-House sports programme, which culminates with the annual whole-school sports day in July.  The school competes at local, county, regional and national standard in a range of sports on an annual basis.  The school commonly reaches the national finals or the latter stages of national competition in basketball, rugby, football, cross country, athletics and golf.  Over the past ten years this is also true of cricket, swimming, tennis and water polo.  Over the past 18 months alone, U15 football won the Playstation Open Cup Final at the Madejski Stadium Reading, U16 basketball won the National Conference Final in Manchester, Inter Boys placed 5th and Junior Boys placed 15th in the Schools Cross Country Cup Final and Inter Boys Athletics placed 9th in the National Track & Field Schools Cup Final.  Water polo, golf and indoor rowing all placed top 10 in their respective events on the national stage.  In August 2017 three students represented England at the Youth Commonwealth Games in the Bahamas, they went on to achieve a Gold in Boxing, Silver in Rugby Sevens and Silver in Men’s 1500m. 
Northampton School for Boys has a national reputation as one of the top schools in the country for rugby.  It has a traditional and well-established Saturday fixture list and rugby is competitively played over both Winter terms.  The school has reached an U18 final at Twickenham twice in the last 5 years, placing runners up in the Daily Mail Cup in 2013 and Winning the NatWest Vase in 2016.  The 1st XV are ranked 2nd in the School Sports Performance League with 100% win rate for this domestic season.  The U15 team are currently preparing for the Quarter Final of the National School’s Cup and the 1st XV are soon to run out at Allianz Park in the National Cup Semi-Final at U18.  The school fields teams at U12 through to 1st XV, with B squads in the lower years and it is a driven aim to remain at the forefront of school’s rugby in the UK.  There is a proud tradition of rugby and the school has helped produce over 20 age group players in recent years.  There is a close relationship with Northampton Saints and there are currently 7 of the 1st XV in the Academy set up.  The school will play over 120 rugby fixtures in a season and a firm commitment to extra-curricular delivery is essential.  

Staff and students are committed to regular training and fixtures, depending upon the activity this could be before school, at lunchtime, after school or at the weekend.  The students benefit greatly from the input of the staff in the various areas and consequently many students progress to representative honours in their particular field.  In the past 8 years there have been twelve schoolboy internationals in rugby, three in football and 3 in basketball.  Notable former students include World Cup winner Steve Thompson, current England international Courtney Lawes, Paul Diggin, Tom Collins and current Montpellier defence coach Ian Vass.
PE staff are involved in organising school tours in a variety of areas.  Last summer the U16 rugby squad toured Australia / New Zealand in preparation for their transition into the 1st XV training group for this season.  In July 2018 the U16 rugby squad are touring South Africa.  There is an annual Year 12 residential education trip to Club La Santa in Lanzarote.  Cricket run a successful tour to Grenada in alternating summers.  In addition there is a vibrant ski programme which travels to Europe with 80+ students every February Half Term.
Potential applicants are advised to access the Sports Video, the latest Sports Magazines and the recent match reports via the school website, linked to the vacancies page, for a flavour of the extra curricular sport that occurs at the school.

The successful applicant will be expected to commit fully to the extra-curricular work of the department.

FACILITIES
The Physical Education team is based in the Sports Hall, which boasts excellent facilities including a substantial fitness suite opened in April 2007 and remodelled in 2016 with the installation of 5 power cage stations.  There are extensive changing facilities and a dedicated classroom with perspective over the hall itself.  In addition to the Sports Hall, the school boasts:
· a traditional gymnasium

· floodlit 1st XV rugby pitch

· floodlit rugby training grids

· floodlit 3rd Generation rubber crumb football pitch

· floodlit tennis courts

· a sand based Multi Use Games Area (MUGA)

· a tartan athletics jumps area with 40m sprint training track

· good quality grass cricket wicket, pavilion and artificial wicket.

· 1 grass football pitch, a second grass rugby pitch and further extensive grass areas.

In December 2014 the school opened the Edward Cripps Human Performance Centre.  This building contains a superb 25m, 6 lane swimming pool with movable floor, a large dance studio and a second fitness suite built specifically as a movement studio to support the delivery of Strength & Conditioning and our Health & Fitness programme at Key Stage 3.
In addition to the above, the school also has access to the facilities of the Old Northamptonians Sports Association, opposite the school site.  This includes 2 further rugby pitches and 2 further football pitches, cricket nets, floodlit training area and social membership of the sports club for all staff.

THE POST
Applicants for the post should, ideally

· have the ability to teach Physical Education across the age and ability range inclusive of GCSE and A Level and be willing to have a significant teaching role in the delivery of the BTEC rugby course

· have evidence of outstanding impact with groups taught, ideally in regard to examination groups

· have experience of playing rugby at an elite level and / or evidence of outstanding coaching impact with school aged rugby teams 
· be committed to regular extra-curricular activities throughout both winter and summer periods, including as appropriate, weekend fixtures

· be committed to stretching pupils to the full extent of their ability by means of a variety of teaching and learning styles.

The Governors actively seek ways in which to attract and retain good teachers.  This has resulted in a pleasant and supportive working environment.  Tea and coffee is provided free of charge in the staffroom at break/lunchtime, meals are provided prior to Parents’ Evenings, staff who deliver extra-curricular activities receive free school meals and the school is fully committed to the continued professional development of staff. Free Staff recreational use of the swimming pool and fitness suite at set times. Northampton School for Boys is an equal opportunities employer and the school is a non-smoking environment.  The school has a strict uniform policy with office dress code for Sixth Form students.  It is therefore expected that staff will also follow the same high standards.

Applications for this post should reach the Headmaster by Thursday 8th February and interviews will be held W/C 26th February.
Richard Bernard
Headmaster
January 2018
