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The History department at The Petersfield School currently operates with four members of staff: a head of department in her seventh year of teaching, a recently qualified teacher; a third and a fourth year teacher. This range of teaching experience creates a wealth of knowledge, understanding and talent which has helped the department become one of the most successful in the school.  Our most recent set of GCSE exam results were 90% of students achieving A*-C and 46% of students achieving an A* or A grade.

We are consistently able to achieve exam results like this due to the ethos and vision shared by all members of the department for teaching our students. This vision includes a belief in active learning where almost every lesson has students up around the classroom, engaging with the lesson material, the teacher and each other. We strive to create lesson materials that inspire students and allow them to engage with their learning.  A no textbook rule has helped to develop this tradition over the recent past. 

Ensuring lessons are differentiated appropriately for all abilities results in all students being challenged daily.  Providing regular, impactful and varied feedback to students is also essential. We ensure that assessment for learning pervades our classrooms whilst providing students with the skills needed to participate in this process. This means that all stakeholders know where they are and what they need to do to progress. 

Having 4 teachers who all share this vision and strive to deliver high quality lessons on a daily basis has helped to make History a popular option subject in the school. 

At Key Stage 3 we have designed a curriculum that is thematic. Year 7 look at the changing role of the Church, the development of Britain and the British Empire and the changing roles of the King and Parliament. In Year 8 we start off by studying 20th Century conflict, then move on to the History of America and finally an enquiry into the Rise of Dictators and genocide. 

At GCSE level, we study the EDUQAS History 1-9 specification. Our topics are Germany 1919-1991, The USA 1910-1929, The Elizabethan Age and Medicine and Health Through Time. Our current Year 11 students are the first cohort to go through the new specification, and we have really enjoyed teaching it. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]There are also opportunities outside of the classroom, as we are always looking to develop learning beyond the classroom. We run an international trip every year, with Rome, Berlin and Washington DC being recent popular trips. Developing these experiences as well as fieldwork opportunities around the school are areas that we look to grow as we aim to prepare and inspire our students for the future. 
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