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Trinity Academy Geography Department

Striving for excellence, the Geography department is a friendly supportive team, who holds the progress and development of its students at the heart of everything it does. The department continues to develop as a highly popular, dynamic subject.

At Key Stage 3, students follow a programme of study that covers a range of contemporary geographical issues, such as tectonic hazards, population change, resource management and impacts of extreme weather.  Students are set within ability groups and have two lessons per week. 

At GCSE, we have seen a significant growth in students opting for Geography. Students study the 9 to 1 specification from AQA. They begin this study in Year 9. Students are set within ability groups and have between two and three lessons per week depending on which year group they are in. The specification provides both traditional and contemporary themes and concepts of study, with a diverse range of assessment methods grounded in the ability of students to apply their geographical knowledge and understanding. 

At Key Stage 5, students study the A-level specification for AQA.  We are seeing an increasing uptake at A-level which provides students an opportunity to explore geography in greater detail. Fieldwork is at the heart of this, with opportunities to explore a range of locations. An increasing number of students continue their geographical study at university. 

The department is committed to education beyond the classroom and as such we offer a range of fieldwork opportunities. S tudents visit locations for example; the Holderness Coast, Sheffield city centre and Gibraltar Point, Skegness.

The department has four dedicated classrooms, all of which are equipped with a desktop computer, overhead projector and whiteboard. The department has a range of resources to support teaching and learning, including one of our dedicated rooms with computer access. The department is continually reviewing schemes of work to enable students to maximise their learning outcomes. There is a rigorous system for assessment and monitoring of students who are tracked throughout each year group.

Trinity Academy has ambitious targets for school improvement. We are thus creating a well-ordered environment and ethos, in which children and young people are safe, stimulated and challenged and are enabled to succeed.  Staff development is central to this; the Head of Department plays a full part in further developing the skills and aptitudes of the staff within the department.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Trinity Academy has a distinctive Christian ethos, which not only places supreme value on each member of the community, but fosters an enquiring and open mind to the major questions of existence.  This is within a framework which recognises Christianity as our underpinning philosophy.  It is important that all staff are happy to work within this framework where the freedom to hold and express personal views and beliefs, is fiercely protected. Staff and students, of all faiths or none, are welcome to be part of our school community.
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