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INFORMATION ABOUT CHESTNUT GROVE

AN OUTSTANDING SCHOOL WITH ACADEMY STATUS
‘A Creative, Learning, Community’

Chestnut Grove, a high performing inner city school, ‘converted’ to academy status in July 2011.  We took this decision because we felt we were ready for the independence academy status brings.  

Our last Ofsted inspection, March 2008, made the following judgements:

‘Chestnut Grove School is an outstanding school.  The school has very successfully created a cohesive and welcoming community for students from diverse backgrounds.’  

We have not been inspected since 2008, possibly because we have successfully maintained our examination record which currently stands at:
· 5+ A*-C with English and Maths:   65%
· Basics (English and Maths): 66%

· English: 87%
· Maths: 67%

Student progress, as measured by value added from Key Stages 2 to 4 has been exceptional for many years ranking us consistently in the top 20% of schools. 
2016 also saw excellent post-16 results, with a 99% pass rate at A2, with 18% of grades awarded at A*/A, and 48% graded A*-B.  We have record numbers of students applying to the UK’s most prestigious universities.

We achieve these results because Chestnut Grove is a school focused on teaching, learning and student achievement.  We have high expectations of our students, regardless of their ability when they join us.

The school is very over-subscribed (regularly over 100 applicants for 180 places) and we recruit a balanced intake of ability.  We also select a number of students on the basis of their aptitude for Art and Design and Modern Foreign Languages. 

We are an innovative, forward-looking school, with a culture of creativity alongside the focus on high achievement.  We are committed to our inclusive ethos and in 2016 we were delighted to win the Accord inclusivity award. 

We also work as the lead strategic partner in the Wandle Teaching School, having been a Training School for many years.  CPD is therefore very well developed, and we take a significant number of Initial Teacher Training trainees.
THE ROLL AND ADmissions Criteria

Chestnut Grove is a co-educational, all-ability school situated on the borders of Wandsworth and Lambeth.   Our standard admission number is 180 (six forms of entry).  The roll is approximately 1000, with about 200 in the Sixth form.  
Specialist places:

Each year, we are able to select 30 students on the basis of their aptitude in Art and Design and 30 students on the basis of their aptitude for Modern Foreign Languages.   

A full range of ability
In order to recruit a balanced intake, the remaining places are allocated according to an equal distribution of 5 ability bands. 

THE ORGANISATION OF THE SCHOOL

1.  
STUDENT ORGANISATION

Students are placed in mixed ability tutor groups when they enter the school, and are taught in these groups for some subjects in Year 7. They are set from October half-term in English, maths and science. 
Setting arrangements:

Students are set by ability in most other subjects from Year 8.   

2.
PASTORAL SUPPORT 

Students are all placed in mixed ability tutor groups.  Each tutor group is also in a house, named after a famous artist:  Blake, Kapoor, Turner, Da Vinci, Kahlo and Hepworth.   Each year group is led by a Raising Standards Leader (RSL), who is responsible for leading the team of tutors, discipline in the year group and ensuring a sense of community.  
3.   THE CURRICULUM 

a)  
Key Stage 3

In addition to the National Curriculum subjects, Dance and Drama are part of the Key Stage 3 curriculum.   All departments have schemes of work and whole-school assessment procedures are followed.  The school sets targets for achievement in each subject area, and students have individual targets which are monitored by tutors.  
Students with Special Educational Needs and EAL
Our Special Needs and EAL Department are particularly effective one, supporting students with a wide range of special educational needs or for whom English is not their first language.  Students are supported through a variety of strategies, from in-class support to withdrawal for specific intervention, for example for dyslexia.

b)  Key Stage 4
The core comprises:
English, Maths, Science, R.E. and PE
Students then choose different pathways which include all GCSE, and a mixture of GCSE and vocational courses.   Many students now choose the English Baccalaureate, which includes 2 Sciences, History and/or Geography and a Modern Foreign Language, in addition to the core.

c)  Sixth Form

The Sixth form offers a comprehensive range of A levels and vocational courses.  
ACCOMMODATION AND RESOURCES

Chestnut Grove comprises a 1970s ‘main building’, surrounded by several later additions (for example our Art ‘pavilions’) and a Victorian block. We are currently in the middle of a rebuild programme under the government’s Priority Schools Building Programme (PSBP) which will see the whole site redeveloped. The project is expected to be completed in October 2016.
The Victorian block and the art pavilions have been recently refurbished inside and out and will remain part of the new school building.
To conclude:

Chestnut Grove is a very successful, innovative, happy school.  We are confident that we remain as outstanding now as we were in 2008, when Ofsted judged this to be the case.  
Our intake has changed over the past few years, with more able students joining us, but we remain a real comprehensive, taking students of all abilities.  It is important to us that staff joining us buy into the ethos and principles of the school, which is that, with hard work (on the part of staff as well as students), all students can achieve highly and be very successful.  
We hope you like what you read here – and please do look at our web-site too, for this gives a better flavour of what we are like.  This can be found at www.chestnutgrove.wandsworth.sch.uk.
Christian Kingsley
Headteacher
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