The MFL Department

The Modern Languages department has seven members of staff in total, with French and German being taught throughout the school and Spanish at KS4 and A level.  French is a core subject and is studied by all pupils to GCSE level.  German is introduced in Year 8 as an option against Greek.  There are usually two healthy A-level groups in French in Years 12 and 13.  There is one group for German and one for Spanish in both Years 12 and 13. We are a well resourced department with all classrooms having Smartboards and CD players and all staff having their own laptop computer. There is also a great deal of languages specialism work taking place within the department including links to local primary schools, a trip to China and extracurricular Italian lessons, to name a few activities.
Results

Results at all levels and in all subjects within the department are excellent. In French the majority of students achieve A*/A grades at A level. The majority of students obtain 9-7 grades at GCSE. In addition, the department offers Oxbridge preparation to candidates each year and is regularly successful in helping students gain entry to these universities.  
Examination courses

In French and German the AQA full course GCSE is offered while students complete the AQA full course for extracurricular Spanish GCSE, ab initio, within two years. A-level French, German and Spanish students follow the AQA specification. We have a healthy and increasing number of students wishing to study more than one language at GCSE and beyond.
Core texts 
French: 
KS3 – Mission Français 
KS4 – Tricolore Total 4 and AQA GCSE text book, with Kerboodle (OUP)

KS5 - AQA AS and A-level French with Kerboodle (OUP) 
Spanish:
AQA Spanish text books (OUP) 
German: 
Y 8 & Y9 - Echo Express 
KS4 - AQA GCSE text book with Kerboodle (OUP) 
KS5 - AQA AS and A-level German with Kerboodle (OUP)
Authentic texts, readers, magazines, CDs, DVDs and software supplement the core texts. 

Visits

There is a thriving VI Form French exchange with a lycée in Geneva and a French exchange with a collège in La Rochelle for Year 10 students. There is a long standing German exchange with a Gymnasium in Weinheim for students from Years 8-12.  Additionally the department offers an annual day trip to France for all students in Year 7 and a residential trip to Paris and Belgium for students in Year 9.  Students are also given the opportunity to attend conferences in London in the target language as part of their A-level course. 
General

The department is committed to effective teaching as a team, enjoyable learning and examination success, and is vigorous, dedicated and enthusiastic in the pursuit of these aims.  A topic approach is combined with a concentration on grammatical development at all levels, as linguistic accuracy and communicative effectiveness are seen as being of equal benefit and importance. The department also embraces authentic cultural activities both in and outside of the classroom.
We are looking for an able and enthusiastic teacher to join the team and to contribute to the work of a supportive and successful department.
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