· TUKE SCHOOL


Information for Candidates

BACKGROUND

The school currently has a role of 101 students and there is a wide range of ability within the learning disabilities range.  This may include meeting the needs of students with severe or, profound and complex learning disabilities, sensory or physical disabilities, autism and challenging behaviours.

The range of disabilities requires the contribution of a multidisciplinary team – with physiotherapists, occupational therapist, speech and language therapists and special school support assistants, all working co-operatively with the teaching staff to meet the individual needs of the students.

The catchment area of the school covers the whole of Southwark.  A few students also attend from other Local Authorities.  Transport is provided for most students, although some students may learn to walk or travel to school by public transport.

Our students come from every social background, and are fully representative of the multicultural, multi ethnic and multi faith communities of South London.
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SAFER  RECRUITMENT

Tuke School actively promotes the welfare of our students through our safeguarding procedures and code of conduct.  These apply to recruitment and employment of all staff, who will be subject to enhanced DBS checks.


LOCATION and ACCOMMODATION

Tuke School is a purpose built school on Daniel Gardens, south of Burgess Park, Southwark.  
· It is an essential part of our philosophy that all of the curriculum and every part of the building are easily accessible to all. 

Tuke School aspires to be:
· A centre of educational excellence for students with severe, profound  and complex Learning Needs
· An exceptional place to work and learn
· A  school that encourages creativity, challenge and self motivation
· An environment where our students are empowered by their learning and through the environment in which they learn.
· A place where learning will be enhanced and enabled through intelligent technology

Tuke School Facilities
· Our specialist teaching areas include: Hydrotherapy suite, Art and design studios, music room, food technology rooms and a physical exploration area with trampoline and interactive technology
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·  Our School building has very wide corridors and door frames allowing ease of access around the school for all
· Our corridor walls incorporate a ‘sensory trail’ as an aid for students to navigate themselves through the school
· Our hygiene rooms have a sensory element allowing students to make choices of sound and colour when entering 
· We are on one floor which enables all students to easily access any area of the school 
· Every teaching space has an overhead hoist that covers all areas of the room
· There is a sensory trail through the circulation space that will enable visually impaired students to find their way around the building








OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

‘Learning everywhere, inspiring everyone’
Our Vision and our Values

	Creativity
Exploration, Experience, Investigation
	Means that everyone
	Problem solves together to improve standards
Supports creative contributions
Encourages innovation and originality
Champions artistry 

	Opportunity
Curiosity, Inclusion, Diversity
	
	Helps one another to communicate effectively
Pursues experiences to expand their interest in the world around them
Listens, embraces differences and treats each other fairly
Is supported to participate in school and the local community

	Achievement
Celebration, Pride, Dedication
	
	Actively celebrates progress and success
Has personal development to challenge and improve outcomes
Is encouraged to take the initiative, lead and make decisions
Will always seek to understand new concepts and ideas 

	Positivity
Aspiration, Trust, Community
	
	Is empowered to share, be heard, make choices and achieve
Is welcoming, collaborative and committed to openness
Is active, engaged, resilient and empathetic to behavior that challenges
Contributes to school life with high expectations and enthusiasm



These reflect our principles, expectations and aspirations.














CURRICULUM

By ‘Curriculum’ we refer to all the learning opportunities provided by the school.  We offer a ‘personalised curriculum’ which offers a wide range of activities, through which we teach individual learning intentions via the Schools Schemes of Work.

At Tuke we have created a total learning environment.  Focussed learning areas include
· Creative Arts
· Exploration
· Social Experiences
· Outdoor learning
· Personalised Learning

Depending on the needs of the individual, appropriate educational targets are set.  These targets are then taught through a range of different activities.  These become the students Individual learning intentions.  These are evaluated termly and new targets are set where appropriate.  At the Annual review meeting, education aspirations for coming year are discussed with parents/carers and at the end of each key stage holistic outcomes.

The School implements a personalised Curriculum.  This has been based on the broader statutory expectations:

· Communication, language and literacy
· Numeracy 
· Creative development 
· Personal, social and emotional development
· Physical development
· Problem solving and reasoning
· Knowledge and understanding of the world

Within the framework of the curriculum there is also an emphasis on self-help and daily living skills, skills such as dress, eating, drinking, toileting and mobility skills the aim being to encourage maximum independence.  These skills are taught giving students every opportunity to use their developing skills in a realistic context:
Dressing as part of PE and swimming
Eating and drinking as part of snack and lunchtimes
Road safety skills when going shopping
Sitting, standing and walking integrated throughout the Curriculum

OFSTED INSPECTION

The most recent OFSTED Inspection, took place in July 2021.  The Inspectors said: “Pupils reach personalised and ambitious goals because of the school’s support. Every part of school life is designed around the school’s high expectations to meet the needs of individual pupils.”  
A full report is available on request and on the school website; www.tukeschool.co.uk
  




Example of a Tuke School scheme of work

	Communication & Interaction
	Focus: Social signs & Making conversation
	Cycle 1 Summer 

	Curriculum activity ideas within the pre formal and semi- formal range
	Lifelong learners 

	Sequence of student learning activities for 1 term. Giving opportunities to Introduce, practice and repeat learning skills
	Social Signs: Hide signs of your choice around the classroom.  Collect and share them in small groups or as a class.  Bury and find – use trays with different sensory materials: sand, soil, water, shaving foam, etc.  Explore images of signs – printed and on screen. Make a collage of signs for a display. Have a sign of the week – discuss that sign, share images of locations with that sign, etc. Go on a sign hunt around the room/school/playground. Play movement games – bus stop game: students spread around the room moving, when music stops stand on a mat with a large sign. Someone makes a choice for a sign, students on that mat are out. Place social signs around the school and the playground.  Students collect them as they pass or match a sign that they have to this sign. Play sign bingo. Take something to different classes finding the picture of the room, go on a room hunt – take a list of symbols to match. Find a sign on the computer.  Match words to social signs and use a Chooseit Maker activity to answer questions about social signs – what do they mean? Go on a trip: use public toilets (for example at Burgess Park); follow route through Surrey Linear Canal Park in Peckham and identify signs (bike, pedestrian, no litter, etc). Take pictures of signs on the first trip, then match those pictures on following trips. Design a new social sign – in small groups or as a class.
Chatbooks:  a Chat book is a way to start and support conversation. It can involve writing, pictures/drawings, photos, remnants e.g. bus tickets, receipts, empty packets, leaves, flowers and other items brought from trips. A Chat book can be used alongside other communication systems. Make a large class chat book throughout the term or half-term – this could be a story that gets bigger and bigger over time with pictures and details of what students are doing in the week. Add photos, symbols and words. Share the book with the class every week and/or with other classes. Use sensory, colourful and shiny materials and make a sensory art book with portraits for example. Talk about the people in the book. Students can make choices for colours and materials in their own page. Alternatively make individual chat books for each student: Share current news and gossip – both from school and outside. Make a chat book with photographs of staff or family – personal information, likes and dislikes, etc. Make a chat book to send home, maybe parents/carers can support students to add new things: what they did at the weekend or holidays for example. Chat books to remain with students when they move to new class. Use chat books with visitors to the class or new staff as a way for students to introduce themselves. Have conversations in class – like speed dating! Students pair up to share their chat book with each other. Encourage students to share the message with different people e.g. encourage staff/family to ask the person if they have a message in their Chat book. Remember the person may want to chat about different messages from the past.
Talking Mats: Teach students how to use talking mats as conversation starter – it is much more then likes and dislikes! Start with food preferences (use items you know students like or don’t like to see their understanding of the task). Expand with leisure, tv programmes, animals, etc. Can be used to discuss post-19 options, think about the future – what do students want for themselves. Take photos of Talking Mats and share during Annual Reviews. Students can participate in Annual reviews with the help of Talking Mats as well. Partner up with a peer and look at each other answers.  
Social Stories: Make a social story as a book, power point or film for students completing a task.  E.g. today we are going to make a picture with paint.  Today we are going to clean the windows/ pick up rubbish. Take pictures and put the story together. Make a library of social stories from activities done throughout the term. Create a library of class social stories. Practice making requests or commenting using a communication system known to the student. Students contribute to making a social story about things that are important to them – share social stories with each other. Make stories to take home and be read by parents/carers with the students. 
Create audio, power point or video stories – record and/or film each other doing activities, and others in the school – for example make a story about Tuke and people who work there. 

	Can remember learned responses over a period of time. 
Will show interest in other people 
Can understand that words, signs and symbols convey meaning.
Can communicate related ideas and observations using simple phrases


	Think MOVE
	Think COMMUNICATE
	Think SENSES
	Think ACTIVE LEARNING

	Movement games including social signs (bus stop)
Sign hunt around the school playground, community
Travel in the community and look out for signs
	Make requests for preferred signs 
Match signs to symbols, words
Comment about signs they see 
Use attributes when commenting about signs (number, size, colour, etc). 
Use Talking Mats to share preferences
	See: pictures of social signs, photos, art materials to make a chat book
Hear: listen to songs about signs or online social stories. Record sounds from school/students/staff to add into audio/video chat book or social story
	Create new signs 
Spot signs around us 
Make your own chat book – take photos, write words or sentences to add to it 
Share with others 

	Resource starter box contents: image bank of social signs – laminated and on screen. Choose it Maker activities. Materials to create chat books – materials, symbols, pictures, and item collected

	Linked stories: Signs in my neighbourhood by Shelly Lyons; I read signs by Tana Hoban. Books for teachers: The New Social Story Book by Carol Gray; Writing and Developing Social Stories by Caroline Smith.
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MEETING INDIVIDUAL NEEDS

The school follows a range of language and communication programmes including Makaton symbols and signing and visual and digital systems.  Each student is assessed by the speech and language therapist and the class teacher in order that their communication needs can be met.  The suitability of other communication systems, such as electronic or computer based aids is explored for individual students where appropriate.

Some students may require individual sensory and integration programmes, as well as support from peripatetic teachers for the visually or hearing impaired.

Students are encouraged to make relationships with their peers and to progress through the stages of play, from playing and working on their own to playing and working alongside and with others.  Students are encouraged to be aware of others in their environment, starting with recognition of faces, names and then moving towards caring for others and respecting their feelings.

We promote and provide opportunities and experiences of integration of students into the community, linking with other mainstream and special schools and colleges.

Independence may be encouraged at home in the following ways for some students:
	Extending their communication skills
	Opportunities to practice self help skills
	Consistent approach to behaviour management
	Participation in every day and household tasks
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As students move through the school to the Key Stage 5, learning situations become more directed, and increasingly students are expected to participate in group and individual activities directed by the teacher.  As a student progress, priorities, expectations and attitudes and the curriculum will change to reflect the student’s increasing maturity.  The 16-19 Curriculum continues to focus on the development of language, literacy, numeracy and problem solving skills.  In addition there is more emphasis on independence and life skills and course work that will lead to national accreditation and qualification. 




SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN
There is detailed school improvement plan covering all aspects of development.  This is evaluated termly and new objectives for improvement are cited at the end of set periods.  The school improvement plan is on public display around the school.  All stake holders are valued and seen as important in the school improvement and consultation process.

SCHOOL DAY

School starts at 9.30 am and finishes at 3.15 pm, loading buses to leave at 3.30pm.  The daily routine is similar to other schools.  Each class group has its own timetable of lessons related to the Curriculum, which includes some specialist teaching, therapy and planned off-site activities.

Lunch is served from 12noon – 12.45pm and this time is considered as teaching time, where social and communication skills can be taught and practised.  A range of activities are provided for students during the leisure time of 12.45 pm – 1.30 pm.  Students are encouraged to become involved in an activity that they like.
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EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES STATEMENT

Southwark Council states its policy of commitment to equal opportunities, regardless of race, sexual orientation, gender, class, religion or disability.

We take seriously the responsibility to provide equality of opportunity to boys and girls.  Care is taken in the organisation of the school, in curriculum planning, in school activities and in the attitude of staff, to prevent stereotyping.  We advocate that all students, regardless of their disability, should have access to a curriculum which includes the National Curriculum and is broad, balanced and differentiated.

We actively promote cultural understanding amongst students and staff and support the Southwark Council’s Antiracist Policy.  We recognise the need to support the language learning of bilingual students and provide opportunities and cultural materials for them.  The school has worked hard to establish an Equal Opportunities Policy and Staff Code of Conduct which highlights those issues which are of particular relevance to Tuke School.
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Thank you for your interest.
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