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Letter from the Chair of Governors 


December 2017 

Dear Applicant,


Thank you for your interest in the post of Headteacher of Brierley School.  

We are a one form entry Church of England Voluntary Controlled Primary School serving a mixed socio-economic area with many families in circumstances of significant deprivation. The Church of England Parish of Grimethorpe with Brierley, of which we are a part, is among the 5% most deprived in the country. Nonetheless, recent years have seen some regeneration and new housing developments in the area. The number of our children in receipt of free school meals has declined by a small amount each year for the past seven years, a statistic which perhaps reflects the slowly changing demographic of our community. 

Pupils, parents, staff and governors are proud of our status as a church school, especially our links with the Church of St Paul the Apostle, which is walking distance from School. The whole school attends a service in St Paul’s at least once a term; Key Stage 2 children also attend a termly School Mass, at which pupils and staff who are Confirmed receive Holy Communion if they wish to do so. In addition, I (as parish priest) conduct Collective Worship in school at least once a fortnight. Part of the School’s mission statement is to ‘bring all pupils to the threshold of religious commitment and for those pupils and families who so wish, to extend and support their religious belief’. We are continually seeking new ways of fulfilling this mission, not least in recent years by offering Confirmation Classes as an after-school activity to those children who wish to take part. A working party of children, staff and governors have identified a number of Christian values that we consider to be of particular importance to us at Brierley School, and these are at the centre of our life, with a particular focus on two values each half term. 

Brierley School is pro-active in forming partnerships with other schools. We are part of the Cudworth and North East Collaboration – five local schools who work together in areas such as joint monitoring of teaching and moderation of pupil outcomes, joint CPD, and economies of scale in relation to procurement. In addition to these tangible ways of working together, staff and governors across the schools have found the Collaboration to be a valuable source of mutual support and encouragement. 




Brierley School was found to be Outstanding by Ofsted in 2013, and also by SIAMS (statutory Church School inspection) in 2014. However, we are not complacent. In the years since those inspections we have strived to make our school and the education we offer our children even better. We would hope and expect that our new headteacher will build on strong foundations to lead us into an exciting future, challenging us where necessary in order to help us to develop. In return, we can offer 
a warm and supportive governing body, a dedicated and committed staff team, and children who enjoy their school life and are eager to learn. 

We are proud of our friendly school, and informal visits are warmly welcomed. Please contact the school office, to arrange a mutually convenient time to visit during the week beginning Monday 15th January. Finally, may I thank you on behalf of the whole school community for your interest in our school, and wish you every success should you apply for this post. 


Yours sincerely,


Fr Ian McCormack SSC
Chair of Governors 
Vicar of Grimethorpe with Brierley 
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