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HISTORY

History has traditionally been both a strong and a very popular subject within the school at all Key Stages.   The History Department at Tiffin consists of four members of staff at present and is within the Faculty of Humanities.   Other staff also contribute to teaching in the lower school.

The subject is compulsory for all boys up to and including Year 9.  Amongst the topics we study in Year 7 are the Crusades, Black Death and the Renaissance.  In Year 8 we begin with the Reformation and cover the English Civil War, the British Empire and the Industrial Revolution.  Lastly, in Year 9 we investigate the causes of the First World War, the campaign for women’s suffrage and the events of the Second World War.  At the end of each year students produce group projects on topics of their own choice.  

Thereafter, History becomes an Option, but it is a favoured subject normally with over 100 boys choosing to study it at GCSE in each of Years 10 and 11, currently distributed into 4 sets in each year.   The new Edexcel syllabus is followed with units on Anglo-Saxon and Norman England; Crime and Punishment; Weimar and Nazi Germany and Superpower Relations.  The department’s results at GCSE are strong with 89% of pupils achieving A*-A grades in 2017.

At A-level, the Department follows the OCR History syllabus.  In Year 12 we teach the Wars of the Roses alongside the French Revolution and Napoleon Bonaparte, while in year 13 a thematic unit on Russia and its Rulers and a coursework unit are offered.   Again, History is a very popular Option at this level, normally with about 40-60 pupils (3 sets) in each of the Year 12 and Year 13 Groups.   In addition, the Department normally expects to tutor several candidates each year for Oxford or Cambridge entrance, whether to read History, P.P.E. or Law.   The Department’s results at this level reflect its strength as a subject within the school with 100% of pupils achieving A*-B grades at A-Level in 2017.

The teaching normally takes place in the Main Building, in three adjacent classrooms which are time-tabled almost exclusively for Departmental use.  The Department also enjoys the advantages of a separate office/Resource room, located next to the History classrooms.   These rooms are equipped with DVD facilities, and an interactive whiteboard.   

The Department also runs a number of societies, competitions and trips to complement academic study, such as a Year 7 trip Hampton Court Palace and a Year 9 trip to the Imperial War Museum.  We also offer very popular visits to Berlin in Year 10, Leicester and Bosworth, and Paris in Year 12 to supplement the topics the boys are studying.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The department is also responsible for teaching A Level Government and Politics and there may be an opportunity to teach this subject.
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