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Humanities
	


Introduction

Meadowhead places great importance upon its Humanities provision.  History and Geography are well established in the school.

At KS3 all students experience Humanities in Year 7 & 8, which includes History and Geography. These subjects are taught as discrete subjects for one hour a week.

At KS4 Geography and History are offered as GCSE options with students starting their options in Year 9 where Geography is offered for 2 or 3 hours a week. A-level Geography and History are offered as an option for Post-16 students for 5 hours a week.

The Teaching Staff

The Faculty comprises of nine members of teaching staff.  There is a Head of Geography, Ms Hannah Cook and a Head of History, Mr Sam Sampson.

Academic success within a supportive environment is considered to be the basic work of the faculty.  Staff are encouraged to work collaboratively in order to enable students to be successful in their outcomes.  

There are regular formal meetings as timetabled in the school calendar.  Staff also meet informally to encourage the sharing of ideas and the development of resources.

Accommodation and Resources

Humanities, together with Ethics are based on its own wing on the upper floor.  Humanities and Ethics teaching takes place in twelve fully equipped rooms, each having an interactive whiteboard.  All resources are on a shared drive and the faculty is at present developing the Meadowhead Learning Platform. Sixth form lessons are taught in the purpose built sixth form centre.
Extra-Curricular Activities

The department encourages a range and variety of trips (including Italy, Germany and Iceland) and experiences for all students, and guest speakers and events are a common occurrence. 
The Future

The faculty is constantly reviewing performance and is always striving to ensure that students fulfil their potential in all aspects of Humanities. The development of innovative teaching and learning is a particular focus at the present time together with the consolidation of GCSE and A-level teaching following the recent changes to the examination system and specifications.
We are always looking for enthusiastic, innovative teachers who are committed to a collaborative, cooperative approach both within the faculty and the classroom.  
The Curriculum – History
History at Meadowhead offers students the opportunity to explore a diverse range of historical topics and themes from year 7 all the way to year 13. 

Year 7 takes students on a journey through early British history; from Anglo-Saxons to the Wars of the Roses. All students have an excellent enrichment opportunity when visiting Peverill Castle and the beautiful landscape surrounding it at the end of year 7. Students will have 2 hours of lessons per week for years 7 to 9.

Year 8 allows students to further develop their historical skills when studying the English Civil War, Industrial Revolution, British Empire and the Slave Trade.

In year 9 we provide students with the foundation needed if they wish to choose History as an option for GCSE. In year 9 students will investigate the contrasting experiences of Britain and the USA in the early 20th century. Particular emphasis is placed upon World War One and World War Two. As students’ progress through year 9 they will have the opportunity to use the skills they have developed throughout KS3 on GCSE style questions.

Students in years 10 and 11 study the Edexcel GCSE specification for 2 or 3 hours a week. Their study will focus on the following key areas; Medicine through time c.1250-present, Weimar and Nazi Germany, the Cold War, and Anglo-Saxon and Norman England. Our departmental philosophy focuses on student engagement and building confidence in exam skills. We place a strong emphasis on students working independently and building the resilience necessary to tackle a demanding GCSE specification. 

Our department offers a rich and interesting variety of topics at KS5, once again following the Edexcel specification. Students will have 5 hours of History per week and study the following topics; South Africa, 1948-1994: from apartheid state to rainbow nation, In search of the American dream, the USA, 1917-1996, The British experience of warfare, 1796-1918. Students will also complete a 4000-word piece of coursework on differing interpretations of the Russian Revolution.

Completing your Application
	


Every individual has potential and is, therefore, capable of achievement.  It is the school’s task to present the fullest possible range of opportunities so that each individual may discover just where their talents lie.  It is inevitable, therefore, that the school opens those opportunities to all and makes no assumptions based on gender, nationality, race, ability, disability or creed.
Meadowhead Equal Opportunities Statement

	Closing date for receipt of applications:    Monday 20 May  2019 at 9.00am

	

	Proposed date for interviews:  Wednesday 22 May 2019


Interviews for main scale posts will usually be conducted by:

· the Head

· a member of the senior leadership team
· the person to whom the successful applicant will be directly responsible.

For posts of additional responsibility and certainly those at TLR 1b or higher, there will be at least one representative from the Governors’ appointments panel.

Applicants who are not called for interview are thanked for the time, thought and effort that they have put into their application.  Due to high costs involved the school is unable to acknowledge this via individual replies.
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