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Dream, Believe, Achieve 

Part of the Kedleston Families of school 
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A welcome from the Head

Thank you for your interest in this position.
This role is an exciting opportunity for a Humanities teacher, or an Early Career Teacher looking to develop their practice in a highly supportive setting. We are open to appointing more than one candidate depending on the strengths of applicants.
I am delighted that you are considering joining Olsen House School. We are a specialist setting for students with Education, Health and Care Plans, with a core focus on Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and associated social, emotional and mental health needs. Our students are some of the most vulnerable young people in society, and they deserve adults who are calm, consistent and ambitious for what they can achieve.
Our success is built on exceptionally strong relationships, clear routines and autism-responsive practice. Many of our students have experienced disruption to their education and may present with complex needs. We respond with structure, predictability and high-quality teaching that allows students to feel safe, regulated and ready to learn.
Humanities is a valued part of our curriculum. At Olsen House, it gives students opportunities to develop knowledge, curiosity, communication and understanding of the wider world. Through well-sequenced teaching, students are supported to build confidence, make links in their learning and engage meaningfully with important ideas and concepts.
This role is ideal for a Humanities teacher, or someone with a broader Humanities background, who believes in being kind, holding ambitious expectations and inspiring students to think deeply about the world around them. You will be part of a supportive and reflective staff team, working together to secure strong outcomes for students.
I feel privileged to lead Olsen House School and to work with such dedicated colleagues and remarkable students.
We also warmly welcome applications from Early Career Teachers, who will be well supported through induction, coaching and professional development. I hope you feel this role could be the right next step for you, and I look forward to hearing from you.
[image: ]Sean Whitehead
Headteacher









Olsen House School
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For more information about Olsen House School please visit https://www.kedlestongroup.com/schools/olsen-house-school

For more information about Kedleston Group please visit 
https://www.kedlestongroup.com/
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Dream Believe Achieve 

Be Kind
· We build warm, trusting relationships so every student feels safe, understood and valued.
· We communicate with respect and empathy, especially when students are finding things difficult.
· We use autism-responsive, trauma-informed approaches that support regulation, reduce anxiety and promote wellbeing.
· We work in partnership with families and external professionals, with compassion and honesty.
· We celebrate individuality and treat everyone with dignity.

Be Ambitious
· We believe every student can achieve highly, regardless of starting point.
· We maintain high expectations for learning, behaviour and personal development, supported by the right adjustments and scaffolds.
· We focus on progress in knowledge, independence, communication and life skills, preparing students for their next steps.
· We use evidence, data and student voice to improve provision and outcomes.
· We develop staff expertise through coaching and high-quality professional development.

Be Inspired
· We make learning engaging, meaningful and relevant, so students are curious and motivated.
· We provide enrichment and wider opportunities that build confidence, character and cultural capital.
· We encourage students to take pride in their achievements and develop a positive sense of identity.
· We model optimism, consistency and professionalism inspiring students and colleagues through our actions.
· We continually reflect and improve, always striving to be better for our students.
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	Job Title:  

	Teacher of Humanities
	

	Job Scale: 

	
MPS/UPS + SEN1
	



JOB PURPOSE
Teacher of Humanities (Year 7–11)
The Teacher of Humanities will deliver high-quality teaching within a specialist ASD/SEND setting, ensuring students are supported to develop confidence, knowledge, communication and independence.
The postholder will:
· Teach Humanities across KS3 and KS4, building students’ confidence, communication and subject knowledge over time.
· Plan and deliver a sequenced Humanities curriculum that helps students build knowledge, make connections in their learning and understand the world around them.
· Plan and teach in an autism-responsive way, using clear routines, modelling, scaffolds and structured feedback.
· Contribute to whole-school priorities including literacy, oracy, personal development and enrichment, in line with our vision Dream • Believe • Achieve and values Be Kind • Be Ambitious • Be Inspired.
We are open to appointing more than one candidate depending on the strengths of applicants.
Kedleston Group Ltd 
Kedleston is the parent of Olsen House School. It is an independent organisation which owns and operates a group of schools and homes for children with a range of special educational needs. Kedleston’s vision is to become the most respected provider of specialist schooling in the country. It is committed to achieving this by investing in its people, practices and infrastructure.
The Teacher of Humanities at Olsen House School will uphold the Mission, Values and Goals of the Kedleston Group as expressed in its Vision and Mission Statement. They will ensure that the Group’s ethos is reflected in their professional practice and will work collaboratively with colleagues to secure consistently high standards of education, care and safeguarding for all students.

Reporting to: Assistant Headteacher 




[bookmark: _Hlk181878851]MAIN RESPONSIBILITIES

	Teaching and Learning

	1
	Teach Humanities across the allocated age range at KS3 and KS4.

	2
	Plan and deliver well-structured lessons that build knowledge and skills progressively, using clear explanation, modelling and scaffolding to support students’ learning.

	3
	Use autism-responsive practice to support engagement and independence (predictable routines, visual supports, chunking, modelling, sensory-aware classroom practice).

	4
	Create a calm, purposeful learning environment that supports regulation, participation and progress.

	Delivery, Assessment and Portfolio Quality

	5
	Use assessment effectively to support progress, ensuring students understand expectations and are supported to improve over time.

	6
	Support students to develop and refine their work overtime through clear teaching, feedback and structured opportunities to revisit and improve learning.

	7
	Maintain accurate assessment records and provide timely, meaningful feedback that supports improvement.

	8
	Contribute to assessment, recording and reporting processes in line with school expectations.

	Inclusion and ASD/SEND Practice

	9
	Adapt teaching and resources to meet individual needs outlined in EHCPs.

	10
	Work closely with pastoral, safeguarding, therapy and support teams to reduce barriers and strengthen progress for students with complex needs.

	11
	Promote high expectations for all students, ensuring equitable access to learning and success.

	Enrichment, Culture and Wider Contribution

	12
	Contribute to enrichment and authentic outcomes where appropriate, helping students to develop wider understanding, curiosity and engagement.

	13
	Support whole-school priorities such as literacy and oracy through Humanities teaching, vocabulary instruction and structured spoken communication opportunities.

	14
	Work collaboratively with colleagues to contribute to a consistent, values-led school culture.

	Professional Responsibilities

	15
	Take responsibility for professional development and reflect on practice to improve impact.

	16
	Participate in meetings, CPD, training and school improvement activity.

	17
	Uphold all school policies, including safeguarding, health and safety, and data protection.

	Safeguarding

	18
	Safeguard and promote the welfare of children and young people at all times.

	19
	Follow safeguarding procedures promptly and accurately, recording concerns in line with school systems and expectations.



	Other Specific Duties:

	· All teachers are expected to meet the Teachers Standards and demonstrate consistently high standards of personal and professional conduct, uphold public trust in the profession and maintain high standards of ethics and behaviour, within and outside school.
· Whilst every effort has been made to explain the main duties and responsibilities of the post, each individual task may not be identified. Employees will be expected to comply with any reasonable request from the principal to undertake work of a similar level that is not specified in this job description.
· This job description is current at the date shown. In consultation with you, it may be changed by the Head Teacher to reflect or anticipate changes in the job commensurate with the grade and job title.




This job description was correct at the time of writing but may be subject to change and development according to the prevailing needs of the school.

	Post Holder Name:
	

	Post Holders Signature:
	

	Date:
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PERSON SPECIFICATION

	Job Title: Teacher of Humanities (ECTs are welcome to apply)

	KEY CRITERIA
	ESSENTIAL
	DESIRABLE

	Qualifications & Experience


	· Qualified Teacher Status (QTS) or equivalent (e.g., QTLS)
· Degree or equivalent qualification
· Evidence of relevant professional development
	· Humanities-related qualification
· Training in autism-responsive practice / SEND

	Experience and Knowledge


	· Successful classroom teaching experience (KS3 and/or KS4)
· Experience adapting teaching for students with ASD/SEND and/or SEMH needs
· Understanding of how to plan and deliver a structured, knowledge-rich curriculum.
· Willingness to contribute across the Humanities curriculum, with support provided where needed.
	· Experience teaching Humanities, for example History, Geography, RE, PSHE or related subjects.
· Experience of planning and delivering a sequenced curriculum that supports students to build knowledge over time.
· Secure understanding of assessment, feedback and how to use these to improve student outcomes.

	Skills
	· Ability to plan a sequenced curriculum that builds knowledge and skills progressively
· Strong behaviour-for-learning practice aligned to calm, consistent, autism-responsive routines
· Ability to explain, model and scaffold subject knowledge and skills effectively, including practical and creative approaches where appropriate.
· Ability to assess student work accurately and support students to improve portfolio quality
· Strong organisation: deadlines, equipment, resources and safe classroom routines
· Strong communication and teamworking skills (with colleagues, families and external professionals)
	· Ability to use subject-specific resources effectively and create engaging learning opportunities for students.
· Ability to contribute to enrichment and authentic curriculum opportunities.

	Personal Qualities
	· Values-led: consistently demonstrates Be Kind • Be Ambitious • Be Inspired
· Calm, resilient and reflective practitioner who builds strong relationships
· High expectations and commitment to excellent outcomes for students with ASD/SEND
· Professional integrity, reliability and a solution-focused approach
	

	Safeguarding Children
	· Strong commitment to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people
· Willingness to undertake safeguarding training and follow school procedures
· Enhanced DBS clearance (required)
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