
HILLS ROAD SIXTH FORM COLLEGE

Full Time Teacher of Government and Politics
(Permanent)

The Post

We are looking for a skilled and well qualified teacher of Government and Politics to teach a full timetable of AS/A2 Politics in Years 12 and 13. At Hills Road Sixth Form College, a full timetable consists of 20 periods each of 65 minutes.
This permanent post is an excellent opportunity for an able and enthusiastic teacher to join this well-established, dynamic and highly successful department. The person appointed should have a lively and stimulating approach to teaching and learning, the ability to teach to high academic standards and a commitment to equality of opportunity and the learning and well-being of young people.

The Department of Political and Social Sciences
Politics is one of the subjects taught within the Department of Political and Social Sciences, which was awarded a Grade 1 in the most recent OFSTED inspection.  The Department, in addition to Politics, includes Philosophy, Sociology, Classical Civilisation, Latin and Religious Studies in its curriculum. In common with all members of the Department, the person appointed would have some delegated responsibility within the Department. 

Teaching Arrangements
There are currently (2015-16) six sets of Year 12 and five sets of Year 13. Sets contain up to 24 students in year 12 with slightly fewer in year 13. The Edexcel specification is followed, with students following the American Politics option at A2. There is no coursework element.
A-level and AS-level results

	Year
	Number of students
	A and A*
	A-B
	A-C
	A-E

	2015:AS
	162
	45%
	77%
	91%
	99%

	2015:A2
	111
	54%
	86%
	95%
	99%


Value added analyses have consistently shown that the vast majority of students achieve results better than those predicted on the basis of their GCSE grades.

Most of our students go on to higher education courses. In 2015 65% of Hills Road Politics students went on to study a Politics-related degree or Law at University.
Accommodation and Resources

The Department is accommodated in a modern, purpose-built teaching block with excellent facilities.  In addition to specialist teaching rooms and equipment, there are excellent self-study/resource areas where students have access to a range of information sources, including a fully networked computer suite.  Further resources are available from the College Library.  Departmental staff share a well-equipped base room and storeroom.  Each classroom has a networked computer and data projector and also a wall-mounted TV and video.

Extra-Curricular Activities

The Department organises many extra-curricular events each year. There is a PSS Visiting Speakers’ Programme, which includes visiting academics and politicians.  The Department runs a Politics study visit to Washington DC in autumn each year. There are also student-run Politics, Model UN, Debating and PPE societies which are attended by many Politics students. There are also student-run Labour, Conservative, Lib Dem and Green societies.
Key Features of Politics at Hills Road

· Dynamic and collaborative learning experiences, with students sharing ideas and working with enthusiasm individually and together
· Lively and varied teaching responding to student feedback
· A flourishing and imaginative extra-curricular programme
· Regular provision of extra support to individuals and small groups

· A workshop one lunchtime a week, helping students with academic progress
· Regular trips and visits, including to Washington DC and Parliament
· Close links with other departments in the college and with local schools and university departments 
· An AS link with a partner department in a school in Denmark, culminating in an annual visit from Danish students and colleagues
· An A2 link with a partner department in Arlington (Virginia), culminating in an annual visit during the Year 13 Washington DC study visit
· A high number of students progressing to university to study Politics or related or combination courses such as Law, PPE, History and Politics and HSPS.
Thank you very much for the interest that you have shown in the post and in our College. We do hope you will feel encouraged to apply. Please feel free to contact me should you have any further queries.
Best wishes
Blair Murray Cusati
Head of Department of Political and Social Sciences

Email: bmurraycusati@hillsroad.ac.uk
February 2016

