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Learning Support Assistant for a KS3 Pupil (18 hours per week including some 1:1 teaching)

We wish to appoint a caring and enthusiastic Learning Support Assistant to join our SEND Department in order to assist a specific pupil with communication and interaction needs, in Year 8.  The successful applicant be required to read and occasionally scribe for the student within the classroom and will be required to report to the pupil’s parents (both verbally and in writing), so proficiency in the English Language is required.

The person appointed for this post will be expected to have good interpersonal skills as well as being effective in the use of current technologies both for communication and to enhance teaching and learning for pupils with additional needs.  

This post will be via a specific task contract, such that the employment is for this specific pupil, while she remains at The Laurels.  Since she will be in Year 8 at the start of the contract, it is likely the successful candidate would maintain the position for a number of years to provide consistency.  The pupil in question is working towards taking GCSEs in a range of subjects and will need to be supported in key areas: English, Maths, Science, REP, Geography, History etc. The pupil will need support with reading, communication with her teachers, and in presentation style activities. She will also need considerable 1:1 support in Maths and Science. As you would be working in a dynamic classroom environment, the teacher may also direct you to assist a number of pupils in small groups.    

In addition to being present in her lessons, there will be some requirement to support the pupil 1:1 outside of lesson. This individual support will be needed to assist her in ‘over-learning’ in order to help her reinforce what she has been taught in the classroom, and to help her in manging her relationships with her peers and teachers. The 18 hours of support would be spread across the week and would fall between the hours of 9am and 4pm, term time only.

The Support for Learning Department
Our Learning Support department is currently staffed by a full-time SENCo who will co-ordinate your timetable and be the person you report to on a daily basis. We have a small number of pupils with Special Educational Needs (SEN) and/or Specific Learning Difficulties (SpLD) in the school. All roles within the department, including this one, require discretion and a respect for the needs of confidentiality of pupils at all times when handling sensitive information.

Whilst there is no particular qualification or prior experience necessary, candidates with previous experience working with children or young people, especially ones with language difficulties, or in a secondary educational setting, should include it in their application.  Candidates without this prior experience should mention any other potentially relevant positions they have held, along with an explanation regarding the skills they have developed that are appropriate for this role.  
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