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Geography is all about the living, breathing essence of the world we live in.  It explains the past, illuminates the present and prepares us for the future.
Michael Palin, Former President of the Royal Geographical Society, Comedian, Actor, Writer, (2008) 

 

The Geography Department at Bishop Challoner Catholic College agree wholeheartedly with these sentiments and aims to instil a love of geography in the students we teach, inspiring them to ask questions, and discover the answers, about the planet we live on and the people we share it with.

We pride ourselves on delivering a relevant, contemporary and imaginative education to all key stages, which is why we are consistently one of the most popular options at GCSE and A Level. Our GCSE results are consistently strong; in 2017 33% of our students achieved A/A* and 53% A*-B.  A Level Geography students achieved a 100% pass rate with 80% of entries at grades A* - C. 

Teachers are experienced in using a variety of teaching styles to cater for different types of learners. Of paramount importance is that students enjoy their Geography lessons and make excellent progress. 

The department has been awarded the Geographical Association’s Secondary Quality Geography Mark and the Prince’s Teaching Institute Mark for its contribution to geography education. The department has also undertaken research with the Institute of Education to further develop teaching and learning in geography.

Currently the department is leading the integration of Microsoft Office 365 into the curriculum to create a fully accessible blended learning environment for our students to excel in. We currently use OneNote Class Notebooks will sixth form and with some of our Year 9 classes.

Department Facilities

The Geography Department is very well resourced. There is a suite of three designated Geography rooms, each having an interactive whiteboard and sound system. As a department, we make effective use of technology to enhance learning. Each teacher has a laptop and all students in Years 7 - 11 have their own netbook, allowing for independent enquiry and deepening of understanding.  

The school’s new SharePoint blended learning environment will have schemes of work with resources for use by staff and students and individual class sites. Teachers have access to a wide range of excellent textbooks and digital supscriptions which use the latest pedagogical thinking to provide ideas for teaching different topics. 

Geography trips to date include Dudley Zoo, Kingswood Field Study and Activity Centre in North Norfolk, Bewdley and Carding Mill Valley in the Shropshire Hills.  Our biannual trip to Iceland took place in February 2017 and we are currently in the process of planning our next overseas residential visit.
Curriculum 
KS3 
Students cover a range of human and physical geography topics with a focus on place. The Bishop Challoner Geography Mastery Framework underpins students learning and progress.

	Year/half term
	Aut 1
	Aut 2
	Spr 1
	Spr 2
	Sum 1
	Sum 2

	7
	The Geography of the UK
	Connecting Birmingham
	The Growth of China
	The Yangtze River
	Livelihoods in Africa
	Tropical rainforests in Africa

	
	UK
	China
	Africa

	8
	The Arctic
	The Geography of Russia
	Weather and climate
	Resource use and management
	The Growth of India
	Glaciation in the Himalayas

	
	Russia
	World studies
	India

	9
	Deserts
	The Growth of the UAE
	Tectonic Hazards
	Population pressures
	International development
	Comparing Coasts

	
	Middle East
	World studies
	World studies


KS4 – AQA Geography A:

Topics include:

· The Living World including tropical rainforests and deserts
· Urban Issues and Challenges
· Physical Landscapes of the UK

· The Changing Economic World

· The Challenge of Natural Hazards

· The Challenge of Resource Management

· Fieldwork

· Geographical Skills

· Issue Evaluation

KS5 – AQA
 Topics include:

· Coastal Systems and Landscapes

· Changing Places

· Water and Carbon Cycles

· Global Systems and Governance
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