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Dear Candidate

I am delighted that you have requested further information regarding the position of temporary teacher of Spanish with French at Oathall Community College.  I joined the school as Headteacher in January 2012 and I am committed to providing an excellent education for every child in our learning community. 

Oathall College is very much a school at the heart of its community.  The staff care passionately about the well-being of the children and are driven to ensure their educational experience is the best it can be. Our students are vibrant, enthusiastic learners and actively engage with the extensive range of opportunities available to them. Oathall is proud to be a strategic partner in a local teaching school alliance and the professional development of all staff is a high priority at the school.  We are constantly looking to improve and are focussed on becoming an outstanding school.  Examination performances have continued to improve with the college achieving its best ever results last year. 

The successful applicant to this post will join a team committed to securing the highest quality 

learning experiences in languages so that all of our students receive an outstanding education.

A key aspect of this role will be to further develop a culture of high expectation and aspirations within the faculty.  Inspiring students to develop a love of learning, to aim high and to maximise their full potential will be at the heart of what you do.

Our successful applicant will be dedicated, creative and talented with the ability to inspire others. They will model outstanding practice in the classroom and in all interactions with both colleagues and students.  They will need the ability to work following their own initiative and also the skills to work closely as part of the MFL team.

You will find further information in the pages that follow and of course on our website, but please don’t hesitate to contact me if you wish to know anything further.

I look forward to welcoming you to Oathall.
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E Rodriguez

Headteacher
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Oathall is a mixed 1000 student comprehensive community college located in the heart of Mid-Sussex. We are situated on the boundaries of the town of Haywards Heath and the village of Lindfield. 
Students, parents, staff and governors have agreed a statement of purpose and a set of shared values for the college:
“Oathall is committed to promoting respect, aspiration, achievement 

and enjoyment in a supportive environment.”

Our Values:

Self-respect

Respect for others

Aspiring to excellence

Personal challenge and achievement

Enjoyment of learning

Being safe and healthy

Contributing to our community

The Learning Environment

The college has a full spectrum of specialist accommodation, including an art and design building incorporating a multi-use art studio; a music centre and dance studio; large assembly hall; dining room and kitchen; Virtual Learning Centre; a drama studio and a 5-acre farm. 

We have excellent sports facilities with the recent completion of a magnificent 3G Artificial Turf Pitch which incorporates a full size football and hockey pitch enhanced by state of the art floodlighting.   All this is complemented by a large sports hall; extensive multi-use outdoor areas including grass pitches and a running track.

In addition we have a set of well-equipped classrooms including recently refurbished English classrooms, which include the latest touchscreen technologies.  The college has extensive ICT facilities including interactive whiteboards, 3D projection, video conferencing facilities and wireless networking.  Mac’s, PC’s, laptops and other portable devices are available in many of the different departments for students use in accessing the curriculum.

We have a rolling programme of building development and refurbishment to reach all parts of the school over the coming years. Our Virtual Learning Classroom incorporates numerous “green” building techniques and state-of-the-art IT facilities.  This was the first building of its kind in West Sussex and provides a unique learning experience for our students.  Our dance studio opened last year which provides excellent facilities for the students. 

We are nationally and locally renowned for our outstanding school farm. We are delighted to have such a valuable and unusual educational facility which features regularly in the national press, radio and television. Our extensive fields, animal enclosures, barn and farming equipment enable us to keep a wide variety of livestock: pigs, cattle, sheep and poultry.  The farm enhances student learning in unique and creative ways and the contribution this makes to the curriculum and to students’ personal development is nationally recognised as outstanding. The farm also provides an exceptional range of extra-curricular activities including competitive showing of animals and opportunities for working in the community.


The Modern Foreign Languages Faculty

The Modern Foreign Languages Faculty is made up of 6 teachers, a teaching assistant and 3 foreign language assistants.   All of the teachers have a classroom within the languages area, thus allowing for a supportive, collaborative working environment.  All classrooms have an interactive whiteboard.  The faculty make excellent use of the College’s ICT facilities, and is well resourced.  Staff work closely together in the faculty work room and there is also a Head of Faculty office. 

French, German and Spanish are taught at Oathall. In years 7 and 8 students study two languages concurrently. Almost all students continue with one or two languages from year 9 to GCSE.  The faculty are focused on teaching creatively in order to challenge and motivate students of all abilities. We have an inclusive curriculum and we are currently exploring different models of learning such as Flipped Learning and Group Talk. 

The MFL staff form a friendly, happy and cohesive team, who work closely together to develop schemes of work and teaching resources. The Victory Log, a means of sharing best practice, is a feature at every faculty meeting with valued contributions from all staff. There are a range of overseas trips and exchanges in place to enrich the curriculum and learning is support by Foreign Language Assistants for all 3 specialisms. 
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