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I Be Inspired




The Grammar School at Leeds (GSAL) is a co-educational independent school with over 2,000 pupils between the ages of three and 18. Senior School and Junior School are located at Alwoodley Gates adjacent to open countryside on the northern edge of Leeds, and the nursery and pre-prep (up to Year 2) at Rose Court in Headingley.

The school started life as Leeds Grammar School (LGS) in 1552, and today is the UK’s largest independent school following its merger with Leeds Girls’ High School in 2008. The school at Alwoodley Gates was purpose-built for LGS, which relocated from the city centre in 1997, and was later extended and improved to accommodate the merged school.
Under the diamond model structure, children learn in single sex classes from ages 11 to 16, while benefiting from shared form time and extracurricular activities. All senior school staff are expected to teach both boys’ and girls’ classes. Class, set and form sizes are usually between 16 and 22, and attention to detail and the best interests of the pupil assume a high priority. The school is academically selective, with consistently excellent examination results. Independence from the national curriculum provides flexibility and a breadth of academic experience for pupils, who can develop their individual interests and strengths in order to make informed choices at GCSE. Sixth form students have a choice of 26 A-level subjects, the option to undertake the Extended Project Qualification and many opportunities for enrichment and personal development through additional taught courses, voluntary work, a series of inspirational speakers and our outdoor learning programme.
Superb learning resources and facilities support the school’s academic offering as well as a wide range of extracurricular activities. The departmental teaching areas are complemented by year group common rooms, including an excellent Sixth Form Centre. Junior School and Rose Court each have their own libraries, sports halls and facilities for science, music, art and design, drama and dance and food technology.

We place academic achievement at the heart of an all-round education, providing personal development and learning beyond the classroom through a wide range of extracurricular activities. Sport, music and drama, scouts, CCF, Duke of Edinburgh and debating are all impressive, with a strong record of success in national competitions. A lively house system encourages a high level of pupil participation, whether by experienced competitors or those having a go at something new.  

The school promotes a strong sense of integrity, courtesy and social responsibility. Staff and students throughout the school are active in charitable work locally and internationally, while all sixth form students undertake voluntary service. Senior School provides religious assemblies for five different faiths.
Our success depends upon committed, professional, passionate and well-qualified staff, strongly focused upon excellence in the classroom and contributions to the wider life of the school. Staff are rewarded with a good degree of autonomy in their teaching, outstanding resources, freedom from government edict and an attractive benefits package.  Many staff enjoy good career progression within the school; CPD is well-funded and there are many opportunities for leadership within the school, through curricular development, pastoral roles, the house system, or leading extracurricular development. The school is friendly, fun and supportive, while retaining high expectations.

Leeds is a thriving city which has benefited from a period of sustained economic expansion. Diverse and friendly, with a wide range of cultural, social, sporting and leisure activities the city has something for everyone. With all the benefits of a modern city and Yorkshire’s beautiful countryside on the doorstep, residents really can enjoy the best of both worlds.  
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