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English Faculty

 

 

Teaching Approach and Ethos
 

We are a very successful, creative team of specialists who seek to gain the best out of every student who comes to us.  We encourage students to develop their skills as readers, writers, speakers and listeners in stimulating ways to help them attain not only the best results, but skills for their lives ahead. We aspire that every student that we teach meets their full potential and leaves the English department with an enthusiasm for the subject and lifelong love of reading. We want them to have the confidence to use their English skills in the real world.
 

Key Stage 3 Summary

 

At Key Stage 3, students complete a rich and engaging curriculum which prepares them effectively for GCSE and beyond this also includes participation in the Accelerated Reader programme.  In Year 7, the foundations are laid with units including survival and travel writing.  This is built upon in Year 8 where students study a wide range of texts and units focussing on media, identity and dystopian writing. 

Key Stage 4 Summary

 

We have a versatile model for GCSE so that the courses are carefully tailored to suit individual students.  From Year 9, students will begin their GCSE courses with an introduction to the skills and texts for the English Language and English Literature GCSEs.   The study of these GCSEs allows students to become familiar with a range of texts written at different times by an interesting mix of writers from different centuries.   The courses allow students to develop creative writing, reading and analytical/thinking skills as well as building confidence through the NEA speaking and listening module.
 

Students are examined through the AQA exam board for their English studies based on their understanding of a selection of poetry, a Shakespeare text, a novel and a play plus their ability to write accurately and interestingly for a range of audiences and purposes.
Key Stage 5 Summary
We offer Literature and Language at A level, which are always well subscribed and among the most popular subjects in the school. Students enjoy success in these subjects with 100% pass rates achieved through supportive members of staff, the encouragement to learn and study independently and the enjoyment of regular theatre trips of the texts they have studied or to broaden their understanding. 
Trips and Enrichment

 

The Faculty prides itself on providing many opportunities for students to enjoy the subject beyond the confines of the classroom.  There are regular theatre trips, or actors and professionals visit the school and run workshops to support and enrich students’ understanding.  We often bring year groups together to show case their work or run competitions which are driven by the Faculty’s own enthusiastic and innovative team of teachers. We have also enjoyed marked success in local, district, regional and national Public Speaking and Poetry Competitions. 
Staff

The English Faculty consists of 8 full time members of staff.  We also have a full time Higher Level Teaching Assistant (HLTA) who supports with improving literacy across Key Stage 3 and 4. We regularly host PGCE and SCITT trainees and the school is a School Direct and Returning to Teaching School.
Accommodation 

The English Faculty has eight well-appointed rooms, situated together in one suite.  All are equipped with interactive white boards, and staff are provided with a school laptop or desktop. There is also a well-resourced library and the faculty works closely with the specialised dyslexia (ACE) and SEN departments. As well as this, we have a small room available to deliver small-group or one-to-one intervention from our HLTA.
