BACUP AND RAWTENSTALL GRAMMAR

Department of Modern Languages
General Overview

The Modern Languages Department at BRGS is a large, collaborative and academically successful department, committed to ongoing professional training and development, having strong links with the Initial Teacher Training programme at Manchester University. It consists of seven graduate specialist teachers who are predominantly dual linguists and teach up to and including AS/A2. BRGS is one of the few schools who have retained their ‘Languages for All’ philosophy believing that the learning of a Modern Language is not only central to a broad and balanced education but helps provide our students with the necessary tools to be the effective communicators and confident young people of tomorrow’s workforce.
The teaching of Years 7-13 takes place in suited rooming which enables us to provide excellent teaching and learning and staff facilities. All of our five Modern Languages classrooms boast interactive whiteboards that are supported by computers and which are linked directly to the Internet.  DVD and audio equipment is also available for use in all teaching rooms. The department also has access to ICT rooms which are available on a booking system and has timetabled access to a class set of laptops which are used primarily to hone individual listening skills.  Additionally, a comprehensive range of resources are available to enable effective delivery of all units of work for all Key Stages and there are a wide range of texts available to students. 
At Key Stage 3, German, French and Spanish is taught as an integrated package with a full range of active teaching and learning activities employed. Whilst department schemes of work are followed by all teachers, these are flexible enough for individuals to develop their own teaching and learning resources. Indeed, we welcome individual flair and creativity and urge colleagues to constructively ‘talk shop’ and share their ideas during department meetings. Resources are then stored in a central area on the common drive. Now that the demands of the ‘new’ GCSE are much clearer, we have embarked on an exciting root and branch revamp of both our Key Stage 3 curriculum model and of how our schemes of work plan for progression, challenge and variety. This will be ongoing over the coming academic year.
At Key Stage 4, we follow AQA courses in Spanish, French and German. Our philosophy is to avoid slavishly following text books page after page but to use them as a basis and a springboard for a more inventive, challenging, mastery-driven delivery at classroom level. Our core texts are OUP’s AQA GCSE Spanish, French and German and we subscribe to the online resources Kerboodle, Vocab Express and Exampro.
At Key Stage 5, we also follow the AQA A-level specifications and use the corresponding OUP text books for Spanish, French and German. At the moment, our coverage of films and literary texts for the essay paper is as follows:

Spanish – Volver (Pedro Almodóvar), La casa de Bernarda Alba (Federico Garcia Lorca)
French – La Haine (Mathieu Kassovitz), Kiffe kiffe demain (Faïza Guène)
German – Das Leben der Anderen (Florian Henckel von Donnersmarck), Mutter Courage (Bert Brecht)
Alongside our commitment to academic success, we also make a significant contribution to the school’s extra curricular provision with theatre trips for more experienced linguists (most recently Brecht’s Dreigroschenoper and Mutter Courage), our annual ‘Translate-a-thon’ and the Modern Languages Film Club which runs once per half term. We also run a joint Modern Languages/Geography department trip to Spain and our German Exchange has now been running for over seven years and is already full for 2019-2020.
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