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TAUNTON DEANE PARTNERSHIP COLLEGE – INFORMATION SHEET

Taunton Deane Partnership College (TDPC) is a registered Pupil Referral Unit (PRU).  It was formed in September 2013, out of three previously registered PRUs.
TDPC has six sites across Taunton and the surrounding areas and supports the schools in the Taunton Deane and West Somerset areas (7 secondary schools and their feeder primaries).  TDPC has places for up to 61 full time equivalent students.
TDPC is commissioned by the Local Authority’s to fulfil its statutory responsibilities under Section 19 (1) of the Education Act 1996, to provide education for permanently excluded pupils and those unable to attend school for medical reasons.  Students may attend one of TDPC’s centres or be educated online.  Additionally, TDPC provides a number of services to schools to support pupils who may be experiencing difficulties which make them at risk of permanent exclusion.  These include Advisory Teacher support, Adolescent Support Workers and our Forest School provision.
TDPC currently employs 60 staff, who work across our various centres, which consist of:
· Deane Discovery Centre, Blagdon Hill (KS 2 & 3)
· Holway Centre, Taunton (KS1-4 Day 6 provision, KS3 medical, outreach and online)
· Hospital Education Unit, Musgrove Park Hospital, Taunton 
· Northfields Education Centre, Taunton (KS4 medical)
· Otterhead Forest School, Otterford Lakes
· The Taunton Centre, Bridgwater & Taunton College, Taunton (KS4)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Referrals to TDPC are made via the Panel for Excluded and Vulnerable Pupils (PEVP), which meets fortnightly.  The panel is made up of representatives from local schools and other support services and is chaired by the Local Authority’s Access & Admissions Manager.  PEVP makes all decisions about admission to TDPC and ensures equality of access across schools, whilst responding to the needs of individual children and fulfilling the Local Authority’s statutory responsibilities.
TDPC was inspected by Ofsted in March 2015 and was awarded a judgement of ‘Good’ across all categories.
Further information may be found on our website:
www.tauntondeanepartnershipcollege.org
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