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Reception Class Teacher
General information regarding Littlegarth
Littlegarth is a co-educational day school for pupils aged 2½ - 11 located just outside Colchester, in the beautiful Stour Valley. The School was founded in Dedham in 1940, and became a Charitable Trust in the mid-1950s, with a Board of Governors. The school has grown steadily over the years, and moved to Horkesley Park in 1994.
The original house is a fine, Grade Two Listed Georgian building set in 28 acres of landscaped farmland, with stunning views over the valley. 
The grounds include sports fields, gardens and pasture.  The main Georgian building houses the majority of the classrooms but numerous additional form rooms have been added which blend into the grounds.  An excellent multi-purpose Sports Hall was constructed in 2006. 
In recent years we have purchased more land to provide extra sports pitches and we have also planted a four acre field with over 2,000 trees which already provide an excellent environment for our Forest School sessions. Last summer we added a wildflower meadow and we also built an outdoor stage in the centre of the woodland area which will provide a delightful setting for future productions and concerts. 

Littlegarth now caters for over 300 children of mixed academic ability in Nursery, Pre-Prep and Prep Departments. In the Summer Term, there will be over 60 children in our Nursery and both Lower and Upper Nursery are full from September 2018. At present there are 271 pupils in the Main School, with 119 pupils in the Pre-Prep (Reception, Y1 and Y2) and 153 in the Prep (Y3 – Y6). Pupils in the main school are organised into forms of approximately 20 pupils. Pre-Prep children are taught by their form teacher in the main, with Drama, French, Music and P.E. being taught by specialists. Prep children are also taught by specialist staff in Art, DT, Computing and Science from Y3 and in all remaining subjects from Year 4. 

We aim to inspire a lifelong love of learning. Our stimulating and wide-reaching curriculum is designed to enable each pupil to develop a range of talents and to encourage self-confidence. The children enjoy growing up in an environment where the spirit of co-operation and competition combine to provide essential tools for learning. 

A distinctive feature of the school is the strong relationship between pupils and staff. This results in a warm and positive learning environment where children are relaxed, purposeful and confident. As a non-selective school our aim is to challenge every child so that they reach their full potential in all aspects of school life.
A substantial new building project has recently been completed which provides new classroom facilities for Reception and Years 5 & 6 as well as a large library incorporating IT facilities, art/design technology room, learning support, music and drama facilities. The new Reception class facilities are situated beside the Nursery and provide an ideal location to ensure a smooth transition for the children in September.  

Our children move on to a wide variety of schools at the age of 11 including, the local Grammar schools, selective independent day schools and boarding schools. The school has a strong tradition of academic success with over 100 children gaining scholarship awards in the past five years.

Peter H. Jones, Headmaster.
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A truly independent school & nursery



