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ENGLISH DEPARTMENT

OVERVIEW
The English department is a highly successful team within the school.  During the most recent Ofsted inspection, it was noted that, “Students make outstanding progress in English.”

The ethos is such that there is a continuous need to reach higher and higher standards and this has been reflected in the consistently excellent results.  In the last few years, the GCSE results have exceeded the national average and the A* - C pass rate has been over 90%. With the introduction of the new GCSE and the move to 1-9 grading last year, English results remained exceptionally high. 86% of students were awarded 9-4 in at least one of their two English GCSEs and 25% of all grades awarded were 8 or 9. The A Level results are also excellent with 100% pass rate for five years.  Across all Key Stages the levels of progress have been judged as outstanding.   

There is a range of experience within the team with clear expectations that everyone shares approaches for good practice and in collaborating to develop and review SOWs and other resources.  All staff contribute to a weekly department bulletin and share in areas for development during co-planning sessions too.    

The team works closely with the Learning Resource Centre and the SEN department and have led the push for improving literacy standards across the school. 

Numerous English-based competitions and activities are held throughout the year such as the Year 7 Book Day and students are offered many enrichment opportunities, for example, author visits, trips to the theatre and to Literature conferences.     

STAFFING AND RESOURCES
All staff are given classes from KS3-KS5 with teaching groups that range in abilities to ensure that all staff develop their skills and approaches.  

At KS3, students explore the different writing triplets, examine media and study prose, poetry and drama texts.  Students follow a set course of study for each year group; however, there is scope for staff to develop and deliver new schemes of work in response to students’ needs and in order to support in innovation.  

At KS4 and KS5, the curriculum is led by the assessment requirements for GCSE English Language and Literature and A Level English Literature, but within these frameworks, staff have some range in choices of texts and are encouraged to select texts that will help students towards success and that appeal to individual interests in order to encourage students to pursue the subject beyond GCSE.  It is for this reason, as well as, the enthusiasm and clear dedication to the subject from staff, that the numbers for A Level have been quite steady and it is a popular choice for students.  

TEACHING GROUPS
To encourage stretch and challenge, students are taught from the top and are in mixed ability groups.  All staff are expected to support and differentiate for students as appropriate and approaches to differentiation are reviewed and shared across the team to support in providing the best approaches for all.  

At GCSE, classes are normally under 25 students and the aim is always to have those students with specific needs placed in slightly smaller groups in order to allow for closer and more comprehensive support for the various SEN and EAL needs for students who may be in these classes.    

THE COURSES
At KS3, the view is to provide students with a breadth of study and support in the acquisition and development of all of the essential skills for speaking and listening, reading and writing.  Subject knowledge and skills are consolidated and developed each year to support in the ease of transition and approaches for KS4 and beyond.   

For GCSE, all students follow the AQA English Language and English Literature course.  For AS/ A2 students study AQA English Literature.
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