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INFORMATION FOR
APPLICANTS
‘A Culture of Excellence’
High expectations, wonderful experiences, great support for everyone
Our ‘Culture of Excellence’ outlines the commitments we make and expectations we have for everyone in our community.  It was developed through consultation with students, staff and parents. 
Every student will:
· Behave impeccably and develop habits of excellence

· Experience consistently excellent teaching

· Be given opportunities to grow academically, personally and culturally

· Be known well, included, valued and heard

· Feel happy, safe, and be respectful of others

· Have an excellent experience in our Sixth Form
Every family will receive:
· Regular, clear and meaningful information about their child’s progress and development

· Guidance and advice about how to best support their child’s learning

· Excellent communication from school and opportunities to provide us with feedback
Every member of staff will be:
· Trusted to do their jobs well, supported and valued in order to develop a sense of well-being and job satisfaction

· Encouraged to be professionally self reflective and provided with opportunities to develop their skills

· Expected to consistently model the habits and behaviours we require from our students

An overview of the Curriculum 
Curriculum Aims
Our curriculum is broad and balanced
We are committed to:
· Promoting equality of opportunity for each student regardless of background, gender, physical disability or ethnic origin
· Assisting each student, through hard work, commitment and self-discipline to achieve the highest standards of work of which he or she is capable
· Helping each student to develop a lively enquiring mind, the confidence to question, and the ability to debate rationally
· Ensuring each student acquires knowledge, skills and training relevant to the world of work
· Enabling each student to receive challenging, stimulating, worthwhile and enjoyable experiences
· Making sure all students recognise their personal strengths and set their goals accordingly
· Developing within each student a concern for the environment, and an understanding of and respect for the religious and moral values of other groups and races.
Key Stage 3
Our students receive a rich and varied programme within Years 7, 8 and 9, in accordance with the National Curriculum. Whilst utilising the best educational practice, we aim to develop the individual to a high level of competence in all subject areas.
In Year 7 this coverage includes each of the following:
For six hours per fortnight:
· English
· Mathematics
· Science
For four hours per fortnight:
· Physical Education
· Life Skills
· Modern Foreign Language (French or German)
For three hours per fortnight:
· Geography
· History
For two hours per fortnight:
· Art 
· Computing
· Design Technology 
· Drama
· Food and Textiles Technology
· Music
· Religious Education
Apart from Mathematics, where broad setting takes place and PE where some students are grouped based upon their ability within specific disciplines, all other subjects are taught in mixed ability teaching groups in Year 7.  We believe that this structure eases the transition from Key Stage 2 and reflects our ethos and values.
In Year 8 this coverage includes each of the following:
For six hours per fortnight:
· English
· Mathematics
· Science
· Modern Foreign Language*
For four hours per fortnight:
· Physical Education
For two hours per fortnight:
· Art 
· Business
· Computing
· Design Technology 
· Drama
· Food and Textiles Technology
· Geography
· History
· Life Skills
· Music
· Religious Education
In Year 8 students continue to be taught in mixed ability curriculum groups for most subjects except for Mathematics, Science and Modern Foreign Languages where broad setting takes place and PE with some discipline specific grouping.  
*For most students this time consists of three periods of French and three periods of German per fortnight.  However for some students this consists of six periods of the language they studied in Year 7 (French or German).  A very small group of students are disapplied from Modern Foreign Languages and access additional English for these six periods per fortnight.
In Year 9 this coverage includes each of the following:
For six hours per fortnight:
· English
· Mathematics
· Science
· Modern Foreign Language**
For four hours per fortnight:
· Physical Education
For two hours per fortnight:
· Art 
· Business
· Computing
· Design Technology 
· Drama
· Food and Textiles Technology
· Geography
· History
· Life Skills***
· Music
· Religious Education
In Year 9 students continue to be taught in mixed ability curriculum groups for most subjects except for Mathematics, Science and Modern Foreign Languages where broad setting takes place and PE with some discipline specific grouping.  
**For most students this time consists of three periods of French and three periods of German per fortnight.  However for some students this currently consists of four periods of the language they studied in Year 7 (French or German) and two lessons of Literacy per fortnight.  A very small group of students are disapplied from Modern Foreign Languages and access additional English for these six periods per fortnight.
***A small number of students access a more bespoke personalised Life Skills curriculum during these two hours per fortnight.
Key Stage 4
During Years 10 and 11 the majority of students follow GCSE and other Level 2 courses. The Key Stage 4 curriculum consists of core subjects supported by a group of choice courses.
This coverage includes:
Core:
· English for eight periods per fortnight, preparing for New GCSEs in Language and Literature
· Mathematics for eight periods per fortnight, preparing for a single New GCSE
· Science for ten or twelve periods per fortnight, preparing for two or three GCSEs respectively
· Philosophy and Ethics for two or four periods per fortnight (depending upon their ability), preparing for a single GCSE
· Physical Education for three periods per fortnight
· Life Skills for two periods per fortnight
For the Core Curriculum, students are grouped in each subject, depending upon their ability.
Choice: 
Our Choice Curriculum includes the possibility of a number of programmes. Choices are made in the Spring Term of Year 9 from the subjects listed below.  Each student chooses three subjects and follows each of their choice subjects for five hours per fortnight.
One choice is restricted to one of the following:
· Computer Science (GCSE)
· French (GCSE)
· Geography (GCSE)
· German (GCSE)
· History (GCSE)
with a small number of students being able to access a Vocational Life Skills course, which offers the opportunity of achieving various Level 1 and 2 qualifications, together  with regular work experience throughout  Year 11.
Students then choose their remaining two subjects from this list:
· Art and Design (GCSE)
· Business (single or double GCSE)
· Child Development (GCSE)
· Computer Science (GCSE)
· Creative iMedia (Cambridge National Certificate)
· Drama (GCSE)
· Economics (GCSE)
· Engineering Design  (Cambridge National Certificate)
· Electronic Products (GCSE)
· Food Preparation and Nutrition (GCSE)
· French (GCSE)
· Geography (GCSE)
· German (GCSE)
· Graphic Products (GCSE)
· Health and Social Care (GCSE)
· History (GCSE)
· Music (GCSE)
· Physical Education (GCSE)
· Textiles Technology (GCSE)
For the Choices Curriculum, students are grouped in mixed ability groups for each subject.
Key Stage 5
Sixth Form courses offer both continuity and variety for our students. 

In Year 12, most students study four subjects, however a few select to follow five and some decide to take three, depending upon their ability.  Students have taught lessons for eight periods per fortnight for each subject (unless numbers are very small, in which case taught curriculum time is on occasions reduced), as well as a timetabled lesson for structured Independent Study.   In addition, students can opt to take an Extended Project Qualification and appropriate support and guidance will be provided.  All subjects are taught in mixed ability groups.  
In Year 13 most students currently study three subjects, however some select to continue to study four subjects.  Students have taught lessons for eight periods per fortnight for each subject, as well as a timetabled lesson for structured Independent Study.    All subjects are taught in mixed ability groups.
The full list of subjects which were available to our current Sixth Form students upon enrolment is:
· Biology (A level)
· Business Studies (A level)
· Chemistry (A level)
· Computer Science (A level)
· Core Mathematics (Certificate in Mathematical Studies)
· Drama and Theatre Studies (A level)
· Economics (A level)
· English Language and Literature (A level)
· English Literature (A level)
· Fine Art (A level)
· Food Science and Nutrition (BTEC)
· French (A level)
· Further Mathematics (A level)
· Geography (A level)
· German (A level)
· Graphics (A level)
· Health and Social Care (A level)*^
· History (A level)
· Information Technology (Cambridge Technical Diploma)*^
· Law (A level)
· Mathematics (A level)
· Media Studies (A level)*^
· Music (A level)
· Philosophy and Ethics (A level)
· Photography (A level)*^
· Physical Education (A level)
· Physics (A level)
· Product Design (3D) (A level)*^
· Psychology (A level)
· Science (BTEC)
· Sociology (A level)
· Systems and Control (A level)
*^ These subjects are studied by our students at Sherburn High School with whom we offer collaborative courses to broaden our curriculum offer.
For more information about the curriculum please contact Wendy Wilson (Deputy Headteacher) w.wilson@tgsch.uk
Care and Guidance 
Six Houses – One Community
At the heart of our pastoral support is our vertical tutoring structure. All members of the school community are members of one of six Houses.  Students are placed into mixed aged (11 -18) tutor groups, which meet each day for twenty five minutes and learn to operate as a small self-supporting group, rather like a family group. Our tutor groups are led by a tutor who will remain with that tutor group year on year, thus offering consistent care and support.  Newly appointed staff are expected to fulfil the role of a tutor.  Each of our Houses consists of thirteen tutor groups and is led by a House Leader, assisted by a Lead Tutor. Our highly experienced House Leaders oversee the achievements and well-being of all students in their House. 
Celebration of Student Success
Our House system allows for a great sense of competition. Student success, achievement, progress and contribution to school life are recognised through House Points. We place a great deal of emphasis on developing our students’ intrinsic motivation. The Houses compete each year for the House Shield, with a range of intra and inter House competitions from sports, to music, and even a weekly quiz contributing to the final House point totals.
Student Development Team
In addition to our team of House Leaders and tutors we are lucky to have a dedicated team of specialist non-teaching staff who offer additional support to students throughout all years. They focus on supporting students and families with a range of issues that may present barriers to student well-being and learning.
For more information please email Cayte Mulhern (Deputy Headteacher) at c.mulhern@tgsch.uk 
Inclusion and Supporting Vulnerable Learners
We have gained a reputation for the quality and inclusive nature of our provision in all areas of Learning Support. We offer specialist classes, in-class support and individualised curriculum programme. Teaching Assistants specialise working in one of our four specialist teams - Literacy, Numeracy, Autism and Student Development Centre Team, working alongside class teachers to support students with learning and communication differences, sensory and physical disabilities as well as social, emotional difficulties. Further information on our Learning Support Policy and SEN Information Report is available on the school’s website. 
Pupil Premium
In accordance with our ‘Culture of Excellence’ pledge to for ‘every child to be given opportunities to grow academically, personally and culturally’, we provide additional individual support strategies resulting in every student, however financially disadvantaged, being able to:
· Improve their levels of attainment and progress
· Access our extra-curricular provision
For more information please email Melanie Carroll (Assistant Headteacher) at m.carroll@tgsch.uk 
Learning beyond the classroom 
Extra-curricular activities are a strong feature of the school. We offer students an extensive selection of activities beyond the curriculum, taking place at lunchtimes, after school, at weekends and, in the case of some residential visits, some of the school holidays. 
Sport
Our sports facilities are the envy of most state schools.
In addition to gymnasiums, we make full use of numerous Hockey, Football and Rugby Pitches, seven Tennis Courts, a Cricket Square, a Hard-Surface Athletics Track and a full-sized Floodlit ‘Astro-turf’ Pitch.
The vast site and adjoining woodlands also provide opportunities for Cross Country Running and Orienteering and Mountain Biking.
We recognise our good fortune in having so much space, and proudly host many Area and County trials and matches.
It is hardly surprising that Tadcaster Grammar School enjoys a reputation for successful sporting achievements each year. Our students have gained many honours in recent seasons, at District, County and National Championship level.
For more information please email Rob Solk (Faculty Leader for Physical Education) at
r.solk@tgsch.uk
Visual and Performing Arts 
We are proud of our strong traditions in the Visual and Performing Arts. The Concert Band and Big Band have excellent reputations and are considered among the most accomplished school bands in the county. We give regular performances in school and in the York and Leeds areas.
Our annual Art Exhibition showcases talented students from all year groups and students have the opportunity to exhibit and sell their work to a wide audience. 
Every year the Visual and Performing Arts Faculty stages a full scale musical. Recent productions include: The Wiz, Little Shop of Horrors, Joseph and the Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat and Guys and Dolls. We encourage students to get involved in all aspects of production from acting and singing to playing in the band, stage management, choreography and sound and lighting.
We believe that all students should have access to high quality arts opportunities and we deliver a number of ‘open access’ activities such as: Drama Club, Vocal Group, Chamber Choir, Art Club, Brass Group, String Group,  Saxophone Ensemble and for the rock stars of the future, the newly formed Jam Club.
For more information please email Sam Buckley (Faculty Leader for Visual and Performing Arts) at
s.buckley@tgsch.uk
Other clubs and societies during the school day 
Students in Years 7-11 remain on site throughout the day, and therefore our lunchtimes are particularly active.  All students are encouraged to maximise their effective use of time, and participate in a broad spread of interests.  These include:
· Amnesty
· Chess Club
· Christian Union
· Computer Club
· Debating Society
· French Conversation
· Reading Club
· Technology Club
Educational Visits
We run a number of regular educational visits both in the UK and abroad including:-
Year 7      
Geography Visit to Flamborough Head
Year 8      
Ski Visit to Italy
Year 8 
  
Places of Worship
Year 9 
  
Watersports to Spain
Year 9 
  
Holocaust Centre Visit
Year 9 
  
Careers
Year 10    
Ski Visit to U.S.A.
Year 10    
Business Studies Visit to Flamingo Land
Year 11    
GCSE Geography Visit to Iceland
Year 11    
GCSE History Visit to Berlin
Year 12  
Physics Visit to National Railway Museum
Year 13
   
Biology Visit to Robin Hoods’ Bay
Sixth Form
Ski Visit to Austria
