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Dear Applicant, 

Thank you very much for your interest in the position of Assistant Chaplain here at Alleyn’s. I am delighted that you are considering 
it and I hope to give you a sense of our school and why it is such a wonderful place to work! Our ROCCK values 
(Respect, Opportunity, Curiosity, Courage, Kindness) will also tell you what we are seeking to achieve here.  

So, why Alleyn’s? I started as Head here in January 2021, so I feel in a good position to help you answer that question, having 
asked it myself not that long ago! You’ll know from the website, most of the key facts. We are an academic, co-educational 
through-school; (our Junior School is also on our site and we love the fact that many of our pupils learn here from 4–18). We are 
situated in an inspiringly leafy part of SE London, on a beautiful and well-resourced site with the City of London twinkling enticingly 
on the horizon, just about four miles away.  

As one of the three Dulwich Foundation Schools, Alleyn’s is part of a historic foundation which has been educating young people 
for 400 years. Our namesake and founder, Edward Alleyn, was one of the great Elizabethan players and playful academic 
exploration and discovery is something we very much welcome here. I won’t go into the less reputable activities he was famous for, 
but as well as acting, Edward Alleyn was also a philanthropist and a philosopher. His “College of God’s gift” was established to 
change the lives of children – initially, “12 poor scholars”. It is rather wonderful that the original 12, has grown into our large, 
thriving community of more than a thousand children. Alleyn’s has been honouring the founder’s legacy, as one of this country’s 
leading co-educational schools, for generations. 

We are very over-subscribed and entrance to the school is intensely competitive. Our pupils are gifted and ambitious and, 
unsurprisingly, they do extremely well in exams. We were 16th in the national league tables for GCSE results this year, for 
example. I can’t pretend that we are not proud of our pupils’ results, we are, of course, but they are a by-product of an Alleyn’s 
education, not the reason for it. The ‘outcomes’ we most care about are the incredible young men and young women who leave 
us. They are engaging, grounded, passionate and interesting individuals, who cross the stage at graduation, aware of who they 
are and what they care about and very ready to go out into the world and make it better. 

The really lovely staff/pupil relationships here are critical and they underpin all we do. The strength of the relationships was one of 
the things people told me about before I started at the school and the other thing was how delightful Alleyn’s pupils are. And they 
were right on both counts! Our students are grounded, engaged and enormous fun; they wear their talents lightly, they support 
each other, they are often impassioned and keen to fight for important causes and they are (mostly!) very engaged by the 
adventure of learning. They also make us laugh a great deal (You can see lots of evidence of all of this in our latest ISI report, 
do have a look at the highlights online). 

Pretty much all our pupils are involved in the co-curricular life of the school and in our partnership and outreach programmes. This 
matters to us and we do ask all our teaching staff to play an active part in the co-curricular and enrichment programmes partly 
because so much of the fun and friendship here stems from this. Equally, of course, most staff will play a role in the pastoral care 
and education which is delivered through Year Groups, School Sections and Houses. The Outreach programmes at Alleyn’s are a 
big part of who we are and a critical part of an education here. 
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I hope this summary has been helpful and that you feel excited by this opportunity and keen to apply. If perhaps you are thinking 
that a historic, academically selective independent school might be a bit daunting or might not be the right place for you, can 
I urge you to reconsider this? We are emphatically not a ‘one-size-fits-all’ community and we take great pride and delight in 
individual differences and the successes these bring. And of course, our pupils benefit from seeing a varied team of adults working 
together successfully and happily as part of a diverse and inspiring team. If you join us, we hope that you will quickly feel part 
of the school community and we will warmly encourage you to make the most of the many opportunities for personal and 
professional development on offer. 

I very much hope that you will be able to get a sense of the energy and fun at the heart of our school during this recruitment 
process. We are, of course, delighted to answer any additional questions you might have in making your application. 

Finally, I do hope you still feel inclined to apply for this position! The informality, the warmth and the unpretentious approach at 
Alleyn’s really is infectious and I hope you will feel it, as I did, the moment you walk through the doors. There is nothing entitled, 
stuffy or pompous about this school. And we very much hope that you will enjoy applying for a role here and getting to know us 
a little bit. May I wish you the very best of luck. 

Yours faithfully! 

Mrs Jane Lunnon 

The Head 




