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The Geography Department
[image: image3.jpg]



Introduction, Facilities and Staffing

The Geography Department is a ‘lead’ department within the school. Geography occupies a suite of rooms, situated in the school’s Humanities area on the second floor of the main block of the school. It is a large department currently consisting of four specialist Geographers. 

The department is well resourced, with rooms containing interactive whiteboards, video/DVD, and class sets of some core textbooks. Each member of staff is issued with a laptop computer which is also used to connect to the classroom interactive whiteboard, giving whole class access to ICT resources including the internet. One Geography room has networked computers, and there is a separate Humanities workroom which is shared with History which also has networked computers and a printer. This is often used for small group work and by sixth form Geography and History pupils for individual study.

In 2017, the department was successfully re-awarded the Geographical Association Secondary Geography Quality Mark, also previously having been awarded a Centre of Excellence.

Curriculum

Geography is taught as a subject in its own right throughout the school. At Key Stage Three, pupils have three hours of Geography per fortnight. Topics in Year 7 include Mapskills, Weather and Climate, Impossible Places and Settlement. Year 8 Study Biomes, Plate Tectonics, China, and Crime. In Year 9, topics include Development, Rivers and Tourism.

Geography is a popular subject at GCSE (currently with six groups in Year Ten and five in Year Eleven). We follow the AQA Syllabus (2016) which involves pupils studying a variety of core Physical and Human Geography topics. Pupils now have 100% examination with one paper for Physical Geography, one for Human Geography, and one for Geographical Applications (in which Human and Physical fieldwork and skills are assessed. 

Following the success of pupils at GCSE, Geography also enjoys healthy numbers studying A-Level (currently two groups in each of years twelve and thirteen).  In August 2017, 60% of pupils achieved grades A* to B.  Many also go on to study Geography at university, including Oxbridge entry.

Fieldwork is undertaken in all key stages. Our current fieldwork for Key Stage Three includes work in the school grounds for mapskills and microclimates, a study of Rochester as a ‘clone town’ and redevelopment on the Rochester waterfront, and a study of Biomes at Kew Gardens.  At GCSE, pupils carry out a river investigation on the River Darent and an urban investigation in Canterbury. In Year 12, pupils have historically undertaken a residential fieldtrip to Dorset, but with the introduction of the Independent Investigation in the new A-Level (2016), local fieldwork in London Docklands and Stratford, Ebbsfleet Garden City, Reculver, and Camber Sands are the chosen locations.

The Vacancy

The current vacancy is a full-time appointment.  The successful candidate will be an excellent teacher and able to work pro-actively as part of a team. 
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