ST. OLAVE’S GRAMMAR SCHOOL

The History Department

The History Department at St. Olave’s has a long record of success at GCSE and at 
‘A’ Level with 2017 results showing 99% A*/A at GCSE and 100% A*/B at A Level. Many students go onto university to study History and allied subjects including several to Oxford and Cambridge each year. The Department is currently staffed by three historians who teach all the ‘A’ Level and GCSE classes.  

In Year 7 the boys study ‘What is History?’, ‘Medieval Realms’ and ‘The Making of the UK’.  In Year 8 they move on to ‘The French Revolution’; ‘The Agricultural and Industrial Revolutions’ and the ‘First and Second World Wars’. 
About 100 boys (i.e. four-fifths or more of the age group) usually opt to study History at GCSE starting in Year 9.  The new AQA GCSE course is taught.  The GCSE History course includes the study of  ‘Germany, 1890-1945’, ‘Conflict and Tension between East and West, 1945-72’, ‘Britain: Health and the People, c1000 to the present day’ and ‘Elizabethan England, 1568-1603’. 

The Department has a strong commitment to field visits in Years 7, 8 and 9.  All Year 7 boys spend some time doing History visits during ‘Activities Week’ in June each year including visiting Rochester Castle and Cathedral.  In Year 9 the boys are taken on a three-day visit to Normandy to study the 1944 landing sites or to the First World War battlefields in Belgium & France.  
There are currently almost 100 students studying History in the Sixth Form (i.e. about 25% of the Sixth Form study ‘A’ Level History).  Students study the AQA A-Level syllabus with courses on ‘Challenge and Transformation: Britain, 1851-1964’ and the ‘Birth of the USA, 1760-1801’.  
The department is committed not only to the highest standards of teaching and learning for its students but also to their enrichment. A successful History Society meets each week and helps to produce and edit a History magazine. The department seeks to enlarge students’ picture of the world and to fire their curiosity beyond the classroom. 
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