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Welcome from 

Overview
The schools provide a challenging, positive, 
s timula ting and secure  community in which 
s tudents  enjoy working hard to fulfil the ir potentia l. 
The  co-loca tion of the  Schools  provides  the  bes t 
of both worlds : an exce llent s ingle-sex educa tion 
within a  co- educa tiona l environment.

The  Schools  trace  the ir roots  back to the  17th 
century when the  founder, Robert Aske , 
es tablished the  principles  tha t guide  it to this  day 
– to give  ta lented and ambitious  young people  the  
opportunities  they need to succeed in life .
We are  Habs  because  of our s tudents  and s ta ff, 
our campus  loca tion and our des ire  for progress . 
Our roots  lie  firmly in our philanthropic founding 
principles  and, with our deep sense  of purpose  
in our community. 

Gus Lock, Executive Principal, 
Habs Elstree

Haberdashers ’ Els tree  Schools  (comprises  of 
Haberdashers ’ Boys’ School and 
Haberdashers ’ Girls ’ School) a re  home to over 
2600 s tudents  and over 400 s ta ff on one  co-
educa tiona l 100-acre  campus . 

Our sca le  crea tes  exciting opportunities , 
bringing toge ther the  expertise  of our  two 
schools , a longs ide  our reputa tion for  
outs tanding academic results , we  a re  leading 
the  way to he lp lead and shape  the  
educa tiona l conversa tion, loca lly, na tiona lly 
and globa lly, with children a lways  a t the  
centre . 

We a re  Habs  because  of our s tudents  and 
s ta ff, our campus  loca tion and our des ire  for 
progress . Our roots  lie  firmly in our 
philanthropic founding principles  and, with our 
deep sense  of purpose  
in our community. 

The  Schools ’ priority is  the  educa tion of the  whole  
person, amongs t other bright, we ll- motiva ted 
s tudents , taught by a  highly qua lified, committed 
s ta ff. In partnership with parents , it a ims  to provide  
every s tudent with the  inte llectua l, cultura l, phys ica l, 
mora l, pe rsona l and spiritua l resources  she  or he  
needs  to give  her or him confidence  to go forward in 
a  changing world.

The  Schools  have  a  diverse  community which 
nurtures  a  globa l perspective  and a  deep sense  of 
respons ibility for the  world in which the ir pupils  will 
lead and succeed. The  exce llent pas tora l ca re , 
broad academic curriculum and fa r-reaching co-
curricula r provis ion prepare  s tudents  for success , 
wherever the ir pass ion may take  them.

We are  driven a lways  by our purpose  to 
empower young people  to have  a  profound 
impact in the  world, a ll underpinned by our 
four va lues : ambition, curios ity, courage  and 
community. 

We a re  a lways  looking for like-minded people  
to join our team who want to make  a  
meaningful diffe rence  to the  world and support 
us  to de liver our vis ion to be  a t the  fore front of 
educa tion. 

We look forward to rece iving your applica tion.

GUS LOCK
EXECUTIVE PRINCIPAL

Hear more  from our Heads  here

https://vimeo.com/866900094


Robert Aske was a merchant 
and Master Haberdasher. On his 
death, he bequeathed today’s 
equivalent of over £8 million to 
the Haberdashers Livery Company, 
to build almshouses for poor 
members of the company and 
set up a school for 20 of their sons.
The Aske Charity was set up and Habs Boys,
known as  Aske’s  Hospita l, opened in 1690. 
The  Schools  Inquiry Commiss ion encouraged 
increas ing provis ion for girls ’ educa tion in 
Brita in so Habs  Girls  was  es tablished 
a longs ide  Habs  Boys  in 1875.

Haberdashers ’ Els tree  Schools  (Habs  Boys  and 
Habs  Girls ) a re  s itua ted in Els tree , Hertfordshire , 
13 miles  from centra l London. 

Two leading s ingle -sex schools , educa ting over 
2600 s tudents , aged 4 to 18, on one  s tunning 
co-educa tiona l 100-acre  campus . Both schools  
enjoy an enviable  reputa tion for academic exce llence  
and outs tanding outcomes  (ranking 
in the  top 20 independent schools  in the  country).
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Our history
and governance

Governance
The  Schools  a re  part of the  Haberdashers ’ Company 
and, as  such, form part of a  wider family of schools . 
The  Haberdashers ’ family of schools  includes  19 
schools , ranging from brand new, s ta te  academies  
to a  centuries ’ old independent boarding school, in 
four devolved groups  (Haberdashers ' Academy Trus t 
South, Haberdashers ' Wes t Midlands  Academy Trus t, 
Haberdashers ' Els tree  Schools  and Haberdashers ' 
Monmouth Schools ), educa ting children a t primary 
and secondary ages .

There  is  active  sharing of bes t practice  be tween 
a ll four main ‘hubs’, and the  Company is  a  
recognised voice  on the  na tiona l educa tiona l 
s tage . The  Haberdashers ’ Company is  highly 
engaged in the  work of the  Els tree  Schools , 
including; deputa tions , the  provis ion of Governors  and 
charitable  funding, and cross -hub events  in mus ic, 
sport and other co-curricula r activities . 
There  is  ongoing work to de liver The Haberdashers’ 
Advantage programme, leveraging the  enormous  
Haberdashers ’ community across  a ll the  Schools  to 
benefit s tudents  with mentoring, admiss ions  advice , 
charitable  support, characte r deve lopment 
opportunities  and cross-hub experiences .

Habs  Boys  is  led by the  Headmaste r, Mr Robert 
Sykes . The  Schools  a re  jointly governed, and 
overseen by an Executive  Principa l, Gus  Lock, and 
the  Habs  Executive  Group (the  EP, Heads  and CFO, 
and other senior s ta ff by invita tion).  All P rofess iona l 
Services  functions  a re  centra lised and the  schools  
share  a  joint timetable  which has  facilita ted 
co-educa tiona l teaching in the  S ixth Form.

The  schools  conta in experts  in both boys’ and 
girls ’ educa tion, as  well as  many who have  worked 
extens ive ly in co-educa tiona l schools . Both Heads  
have  worked in s ingle -sex schools  for mos t of the ir 
ca reers  and unders tand the  importance  of both s ingle-
sex educa tion and providing equity for girls ’ educa tion. 
We be lieve  this  complements  co-educa tion and 
collabora tion very well.

https://www.habselstree.org.uk/
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Our strategy

We are the only school in the area 
where  two s ingle -sex schools  a re  
loca ted on one  campus  toge ther. 
This  offe rs  the  bes t of both worlds  
for our s tudents ; ta ilored teaching 
and pas tora l ca re  to suit the  diffe ring 
needs  of boys  and girls  from the  age  
of 4 to 16, moving to our unique  
S ixth Form, offe ring co-educa tiona l A 
Leve ls  with ta ilored s ingle -sex 
pas tora l ca re  
and leadership opportunities . 

Additiona lly, a ll s tudents  
from Reception have  regula r 
opportunities  to collabora te  
with the ir s ibling school.

Our 2030 vision is to be at 
the forefront of education. 
Being a t the  fore front of educa tion 
does  not mean s imply doing well a t 
de livering the  ordinary. It means  
s triving to be  extraordinary. 

Our curriculum is  ambitious  and 
innova tive . We a re  preparing our 
s tudents  for futures  tha t a re  not 
ye t imagined. Crea tive  and critica l 
thinking, problem-solving, deep 
unders tanding and an ability to 
collabora te  e ffective ly will be  
essentia l to success , not jus t in 
work, but in life . 

But for us , be ing a t the  fore front 
of educa tion means  tha t s tudents  
se rve  more  than the ir own inte res ts . 
We offe r an outs tanding educa tion 
tha t is  fun, exciting and inte llectua lly 
cha llenging; deve loping independence , 
res ilience  and a  mora l compass  to 
crea te  pos itive  change . We a re  driven 
a lways  by our purpose  to inspire  young 
people  to have  a  profound impact in 
the  world, and a re  enormous ly proud
of our s tudents , s ta ff, and school 
communities . 

Habs Boys and Habs 
Girls share a joint 
vision, purpose and 
set of values, as well 
as a completely joint 
strategic plan. 

 

Read our Profound Impact s tra tegy 
in full he re

https://issuu.com/habselstreeschools/docs/habs_profound_impact_september_2023
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Our values
Our values are what we hold dear 
as a school, the core beliefs that 
we stand for. 

They help drive all our decisions 
and actions.

 

We have  four va lues  tha t underpin our schools ; 
Ambition, Curiosity, Courage and Community.

Ambition
We are bold and ambitious – for ourselves, but also 
for others and for the world. 

This  is  underpinned by our a ltruis tic and philanthropic 
founda tion, which drives  our va lues  and behaviours . 
We expect everyone  to give  the ir bes t, to s tre tch 
boundaries , and to cha llenge  the  s ta tus  quo. We 
be lieve  tha t ambition can be  limitless . When combined 
with courage , curios ity and community, ambition can be  
a  se lfless  and powerful lever 
for change .

Curiosity
We create and use every opportunity to engage with 
the world around us; we ask questions, challenge 
assumptions, and express our ideas. 

Alongs ide  our academic inte res ts  and skills , we  
a lso love  to exercise  our imagina tions , crea tivity 
and spiritua lity. Our broad and care fully cura ted 
curriculum leads  us  into experiences  of awe  and 
wonder – bringing a  sense  of magic and excitement to 
lea rning.

Courage
Exploring beyond our comfort zones enables us to
become more self-aware, adventurous, resilient 
and independent. 

We a im high, following our dreams, but we  cope  
well if we  don’t a lways  succeed. We unders tand 
how to ba lance  humility and boldness  when speaking 
out on beha lf of ourse lves  and others . And we  a re  
unflinching problem-solvers , continua lly seeking to 
change  the  world for the  be tte r.

Community
Habs is one caring, respectful community on one 
fabulous campus. 

Our focus  is  on be longing and inclus ivity: ce lebra ting 
our diffe rences , not in spite  of our diffe rences . Beyond 
our s tudents  and s ta ff, this  sense  of collabora tive  
toge therness  extends  to our families , a lumni, partner 
schools , and even the  world. We’re  he lping to lea rn 
from and empower wider communities  – loca lly, 
na tiona lly and globa lly. We bring the  world to our door, 
but we  a lso s tep through tha t door into the  
wider world. 

Watch our Feeding Curios ity Boys’ Prep film here

Watch our Profound Impact Girls’ Senior film here

https://vimeo.com/1063151473
https://vimeo.com/860700244
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Habs Elstree
Haberdashers’ Boys’ School (founded 1690) & 
Haberdashers’ Girls’ School (founded 1875)

Situated on a 100-acre  campus  in 
Els tree , jus t 13 miles  from centra l 
London, Haberdashers ’ Els tree  
Schools  comprise  two of the  UK’s  
leading independent day schools : 
Habs  Boys  and Habs  Girls . Each 
school opera tes  as  a  through-school 
for pupils  aged 4 to 18 and offe rs  a  
dis tinctive , academica lly ambitious  
educa tion within a  shared se tting, 
blending tradition with innova tion.

Toge ther, the  schools  educa te  
a round 2,700 s tudents  – 
approximate ly 1,450 boys  and 1,250 
girls  – across  Pre-Prep, P rep, Junior, 
Senior and S ixth Form. Admiss ion is  
se lective  a t 4+, 7+, 11+ and 16+, 
with the  S ixth Form opera ting co-
educa tiona lly to offe r an enriching 
and collabora tive  environment tha t 
prepares  s tudents  for life  beyond 
school.

Academic outcomes  a t both schools  
a re  exceptiona l, cons is tently placing 
them among the  top-ranked 
independent schools  in the  UK. Each 
year, s tudents  progress  to leading 
British and inte rna tiona l univers ities , 
including Oxbridge , Ivy League  
ins titutions , and top medica l schools .

The  Els tree  campus  is  shared and 
exceptiona lly well resourced, with 
wide-open green spaces , sports  
fie lds , woodlands , lakes  and 
s treams. It fea tures  s ta te -of-the-a rt 
facilities  including specia lis t 
science  labora tories , a  new STEM 
building, a  performance  space , a  
Fores t School, a  Pre -Prep building 
(opened in 2022), extens ive  
sporting provis ion (including an 
indoor swimming pool and climbing 
wall), and bespoke  spaces  for a rt, 
mus ic, and drama. S tudents  and 
s ta ff benefit from the  la rges t school 
coach ne twork in the  country, 
se rving the  majority of Hertfordshire  
and North London, and used by 
approximate ly 70% of the  s tudent 
body.

Both schools  a re  committed to 
exce llence  and divers ity, placing 
academic ambition and pas tora l 
ca re  a t the  heart of the ir offe r. 
Pupils  a t Habs  a re  encouraged to 
think independently, ques tion 
deeply, and contribute  confidently – 
supported by pass iona te , 
knowledgeable  teachers  who go 
beyond exam specifica tions  to 
inspire  life long lea rning.

LIFE AT HABS
is an adventure, a thrilling 
opportunity for discovery and 
progress. Our priority is the 
education of the whole person, 
amongst other bright, well-
motivated students, taught by 
highly qualified, committed staff. 
In partnership with parents, we 
provide a challenging, positive, 
stimulating and secure 
community. 

HABS STUDENTS 
are bright, ambitious, globally 
curious and resilient, with a 
desire to improve themselves. 
Students are encouraged to 
create lasting positive change 
throughout their lives, for the 
benefit of themselves, our 
society and the environment. We 
are deeply committed to
 our relationship with the world 
beyond our gates. 

We also know how important 
it is for them to develop their 
personal skills and attributes. 
Alongside our exciting 
curriculum, this is why we 
prioritise our outstanding range
 of co-curricular and partnership 
opportunities. 

We equip our students with 
resilience, empathy, creativity 
and leadership – which is why 
the mark of a Habs education is 
a person who is kind, confident 
and inclusive, and who has a 
strong moral compass. 

FIND OUT MORE
Senior School prospectus here
Sixth Form prospectus here
Our End of Term newsletter here

https://issuu.com/habselstreeschools/docs/habs_boys_senior_prospectus
https://issuu.com/habselstreeschools/docs/208939_habs_prospectus-mini_prospectus-joint-sixth
https://issuu.com/habselstreeschools/docs/habs_boys_skylight_-_spring_term_2025?fr=sMzhhNDgzNzY3MzI
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At Habs, every member of staff plays a role in 
supporting the  wellbe ing, welfa re  and security 
of our s tudents . Across  both schools , the re  
a re  many layers  of ca re  in place  to ensure  
tha t every s tudent fee ls  sa fe , happy and 
known as  an individua l. We a re  proud of our 
warm and inclus ive  community, where  
s tudents  enjoy a  s trong sense  of be longing 
and a re  empowered to thrive  both persona lly 
and academica lly.

We work in close  partnership with parents  
and guardians  to provide  the  support each 
s tudent needs  a t every s tage  of the ir journey. 
Our comprehens ive  pas tora l, tutoria l and 
guidance  sys tems  he lp s tudents  take  
respons ibility for themse lves  and others  within 
the  framework of our diverse  community.

Our PSHE (Persona l, Socia l, Hea lth and 
Economic educa tion) programme addresses  
key aspects  of se lf-deve lopment and socia l 
respons ibility, encouraging s tudents  to re flect 
on the ir role  within the  school and wider 
socie ty.

All s tudents  a re  placed in one  of s ix Houses . At Habs  
Boys , the  Houses  a re  named a fte r former Heads  of 
House . At Habs  Girls , the  Houses  a re  named a fte r 
former Headmis tresses . Our House  sys tem brings  
s tudents  toge ther in vertica l groups  across  year 
groups  and is  des igned to promote  res ilience , fun, 
teamwork, and a  hea lthy competitive  spirit. It a lso 
offe rs  meaningful opportunities  for leadership and 
contribution to school life .

At Habs  Els tree , we  place  pas tora l ca re  a t the  heart of 
the  s tudent experience  — supporting each young 
person to flourish as  a  confident, compass iona te  and 
capable  individua l.

At Habs, we want our students 
to flourish in all that they do; 
therefore, we place great 
importance on the social 
and emotional health and 
wellbeing of every student.

How we care
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While students at Habs are academic 
high-achievers, they also have an extraordinary 
capacity for co-curricular interests.

We have an outstanding range of co-curricular, 
trips and partnership opportunities where 
students develop character, independence, 
creativity, teamwork and the ability to 
communicate and motivate others.
 

How we explore

FIND OUT MORE
Co-curricular booklet here
Trips and visits booklet here

The Schools offer a broad and 
stimulating co-curricular programme, 
enabling a wide range of artistic, 
cultural, outdoor and sporting 
opportunities for all its pupils. 

There are over 160 Clubs and 
Societies, as well as regular Drama 
performances and theatre visits. The 
school’s rich musical life comprises a 
number of choirs, orchestras and 
ensembles. There are daily 
opportunities for recreational and 
representative sport.

We have superb indoor and outdoor 
sports facilities, plus a wide range of 
indoor spaces for music, rehearsals, 
workshops and performances. 

Shared facilities across the campus 
include Lime Tree Studio – a state-
of the-art purpose-built drama studio 
and rehearsal space, an outdoor 
sprint track, grass track, two hockey 
pitches (astro surface), a climbing 
wall and a bouldering wall, outdoor 
cricket nets, the Indoor Solai Cricket 
Centre (including bowling machines 
and projector screen for video 
replays), an additional 25m 
swimming pool, an indoor sports hall, 
fitness suite and squash courts.

Certain times of the week are 
dedicated to particular activities. On 
Wednesday afternoons, Year 11 and 
Sixth Form students can choose 
from a wide range of mixed-age 
fitness and sports activities. On 
Friday afternoons, students from 
Year 10 to Year 13 can pursue a 
wide range of exciting courses and 
activities including Combined Cadet 
Force (CCF), Outdoor Education and 
participation in our award-winning 
Partnerships programme.

Students enjoy many volunteering 
and charitable initiatives and there 
is an annual programme of trips 
and visits.

Watch a short video from 
our music students here.

https://issuu.com/habselstreeschools/docs/habs_boys_co-curricular_timetable_booklet_2024_5_a
https://issuu.com/habselstreeschools/docs/final_residential_trips_2024-5_v3?fr=xIAEoAT3_taWa
https://vimeo.com/842827767


Staff team

This strong community comprises 
of over 400 employed s ta ff 
(teaching and non-teaching), 
a longs ide  vis iting mus ic teachers , 
coaches  and volunteers . S ta ff fos te r 
exce llent re la tionships  with the  
s tudents  and a re  committed 
to supporting the  provis ion of 
co-curricula r clubs , House  activities , 
school trips  and other events . 

The  School supports  the  continuing 
profess iona l deve lopment of its  
s ta ff. As  well as  exte rna l INSET 
courses , a  full and varied 
programme is  offe red in-house . The  
School a lso supports  s ta ff in ga ining 
re levant qua lifica tions  such as  
ISQAM, QTS, PhD, as  resources  
a llow.

.

The School’s staff is 
drawn from a large 
catchment area 
which includes North 
London, Hertfordshire, 
Buckinghamshire and 
Bedfordshire.

All new s ta ff a ttend an induction 
programme offe ring practica l 
sess ions  to ease  the  trans ition to a  
new school. New s ta ff a re  a lso 
ass igned a  s ta ff buddy from outs ide  
the ir subject a reas . The  School has  
its  own pay sca le  and, sa la ries  a re  
above  the  Nationa l Pay Sca le .

Executive Leadership 
Team from September 

2025

Gus Lock, Executive Principal
Liz Karfoot, Chief Finance Officer

Rob Sykes, Headmaster, Boys’
Hazel Bagworth-Mann, Headmistress, 

Girls’
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A salaried, high-qua lity route  into teaching 

In partnership with the  Univers ity of Buckingham, Habs  offe rs  a  rigorous  and supportive  tra ining programme leading 
to Qualified Teacher S ta tus  (QTS) and a  PGCE. Each year, we  recruit and employ 1–4 gradua tes  based on current 
workforce  needs  across  our Senior Schools . 

Our three-year sa la ried programme includes : 

• In-house  tra ining a ligned with the  ITT Core  and Early Career Frameworks  
• Expert-led sess ions  de livered by pedagogica l and subject specia lis ts  
• Collabora tive  lea rning across  our family of schools  
• Dedica ted mentoring from experienced subject teachers  and the  Director of Initia l Teacher Tra ining 
• A contras ting placement in a  loca l mainta ined school to broaden experience  

 
This  is  a  unique  opportunity to tra in in a  s timula ting, supportive  environment while  ea rning a  sa la ry and ga ining 
qua lifica tions  recognised across  both Independent and Mainta ined sectors . 

 

The role 
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We’re looking for individuals who are: 

• Pass iona te  about the ir subject and eager to inspire  young minds  
• Reflective , res ilient, and committed to profess iona l growth 
• Graduates  of a  UK univers ity with a  minimum 2:1 degree  
• Holders  of GCSE grade  B (or equiva lent) in English and Maths  
• Eligible  to work in the  UK without sponsorship for the  dura tion of the  programme 

Whether you're  s till a t univers ity or ready for a  new profess iona l direction, we  encourage  you to apply. 

Experience, 
skills and qualities
Habs values its staff. It expects the highest level of 
professionalism and knowledge of their specialist 
area, and an ability to communicate their passion 
to its students. 

Staff should inspire trust and confidence, in 
students and colleagues alike, whilst creating 
a positive and stimulating learning environment.
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Remuneration
Habs Elstree are two of the 
leading schools in the country and 
recognise and reward excellence. 

We offer attractive salaries and 
pay progression when compared 
with the wider education sector 
and, specifically, with the 
independent sector.
 

• A s ta rting sa la ry of £33,356 per annum
• Priva te  Pens ion Scheme through Aegon with four 

flexible  options  and generous  employer contributions .
• Additiona l life  insurance  cover
• Access  to the  Employee  Ass is tance  Programme 

(EAP), providing confidentia l support and advice
• Extens ive  profess iona l deve lopment tra ining 

opportunities
• Free  lunch and re freshments  
• Free  ons ite  parking and access  to trave l on the  

schools  extens ive  coach ne twork
• Free  access  to s ta te -of-the-a rt sports  facilitie s  

including the  gym, swimming pool, and fitness  classes
• Wellbe ing initia tives  and programmes , such as  yoga , 

mindfulness  sess ions , and hea lth checks
• Access  to an online  GP se rvice , providing quick and 

convenient hea lthcare  advice
• Access  to Vivup, the  s ta ff benefits  pla tform, fea turing 

discounts , financia l advice , and wellbe ing resources
• Cycle -to-Work Scheme and other green trave l 

incentives  including Octopus  Electric Vehicles
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Before you apply for this role  please  ensure  
tha t you have  read our Guidance , which 
can be  found on the  Vacancies  section of 
our webs ite .

P lease  comple te  an applica tion through 
MyNewTerm before  the  deadline . CVs will 
not be  accepted. 

If you would like  to vis it the  School before  
submitting an applica tion, please  do contact 
the  School.

Haberdashers ’ Els tree  Schools  a re  
an equa l opportunities  employer 
and welcome applica tions  from a ll 
sections  of the  community. 

Candida tes  will be  assessed 
aga ins t re levant crite ria  only (i.e . skills , 
qua lifica tions , abilities  and experience).

All applicants  should read the  
Schools ’ sa feguarding policy and 
sa fe r recruitment and disclosure  policy. 
Applicants  a re  required to decla re  
any crimina l convictions  or cautions  
or disciplinary proceedings  re la ted 
to young people . 

We a re  reviewing applica tions  as  they 
a rrive  and we  rese rve  the  right to close  
the  vacancy before  the  deadline , so 
please  apply as  soon as  poss ible . 

P lease  note  tha t due  to the  volume of 
applica tions  we  rece ive , we  a re  unable  to 
provide  individua l feedback except to those  
candida tes  who a re  invited to inte rview. 

Haberdashers’ Elstree Schools are 
committed to safeguarding and promoting 
the welfare of children and young people. 
Successful candidates will  be required to 
have an enhanced DBS record check.

Application process

Applicants  mus t be  willing to undergo 
child protection screening appropria te  
to the  pos t, including checks  with pas t 
employers  and the  Disclosure  and 
Barring Service .

N.B. Safe r recruitment checks  will be  
made  a t a ll s tages  of the  recruitment 

process.

https://www.habselstree.org.uk/girls/about-us/join-our-team/
https://mynewterm.com/trust/Haberdashers'-Elstree-Schools/445357965
https://www.habselstree.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Safeguarding-Policy.pdf
https://www.habselstree.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Safer-Recruitment-and-Disclosure-Policy.pdf
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