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Teacher of Geography: TMS
Fulltime, Permanent
1.
THE VACANCY

For 1st September 2018, we are seeking a well qualified and ambitious teacher of Geography to join a dynamic and highly motivated Geography Department and Humanities Faculty.

The position is to work in one of our highest performing departments, constantly involved with innovative and creative teaching with an enviable list of fieldtrips. The successful candidate will have the opportunity to teach across the age range.
2. THE FACULTY
The Humanities Faculty at Gordano includes Geography, History and Ethics & Philosophy at 11-18, with Politics also taught at A-level. In Year 7, teachers may be given the opportunity to teach outside their specialist subject area within the Faculty, but from Year 8, students will be taught by subject specialists in all areas of the curriculum. All teaching groups will be mixed ability. 

Year 9 will be starting their GCSE course and will have chosen their options at the end of Year 8. They will be taught in mixed ability classes and most students are expected to sit their GCSE at the end of Year 11. 
All Humanities subjects are well established at A-level, recruit large numbers and are growing in popularity. Examination results have been excellent, with 100% of students gaining an A*-E grade last year.
3.
ACCOMMODATION and RESOURCES

The Geography department has its own dedicated classrooms which are within the Humanities block. All classrooms have data projectors. Within the Humanities Faculty there is also an ICT suite and bank of ipads that can be booked in advance. 

There are a large number of textbooks within the department but these are used sparingly. All lessons are active, engaging and highly visual. These are supported with excellent resources which aim to challenge and stretch all student’s learning abilities. Due to the nature of the subjects, these are constantly being updated. 
4. THE CURRICULUM

At key stage 3 level, Geography is taught in mixed ability tutor groups.  They topics vary from weather and climate to development issues and from hazards to population.  Each year a mix of human and physical topics are taught.  With a greater emphasis on independent learning, pupils will also complete project work alongside lessons to further their skills.  Extended Learning projects are set alongside lessons to complement work done in class and to allow students to think creatively about the geography in their world.
At GCSE level the OCR Specification B syllabus is followed, which incorporates a wide variety of human and physical topics and examines these alongside a resource based examination, where students are encouraged to think about the issues and solutions to various located ‘live’ phenomena.  There is the opportunity for fieldwork at GCSE, which includes a field trip to Bristol docks and the River Holford to collect data for projects the students have themselves created.

Geography is a popular option at sixth form level, with constantly strong recruitment.  The specification followed is from OCR, again incorporating a wide variety of topics and issues which are explored in more depth.  An essential residential field course is completed in the June of the A level year to Slapton Sands in Devon to experience more advanced methods of fieldwork.  There are also two day trips in the earlier part of the year 12 course to Porlock Weir, Minehead and Weston-super-Mare.
In addition to the core curriculum above, the Geography department has a wide variety of trips in the lower school to the Eden Project and Tyntesfield, enhancement activities, such as Geography based lectures and competitions and travel projects, including the World Challenge scheme, which has run in recent years to destinations including Peru, Indonesia and India.
5. THE ROLE

The successful candidate will be enthusiastic and be actively involved in continuing to develop Geography within the school throughout the age and ability range including A-level and GCSE exam classes. The successful candidate will be a tutor within our House based pastoral system. 

Important criteria are:

· Outstanding teaching skills, with a clear awareness of current issues and the ability to inspire the highest achieving students.
· High expectations and commitment to high standards of behaviour
· Willingness to be involved in trips and an eagerness to develop, organise and lead trips
· Ability to form excellent relationships with pupils, parents and colleagues

· An enthusiasm to push standards higher through developing new resources and schemes of learning

· Someone who has the desire to develop the range of extra geography enrichment opportunities beyond the timetabled lessons (e.g. developing and leading a Geography club)

· Previous experience of G.I.S and its application at Gordano School would be desirable
6.
THE HUMANITIES TEAM

Dan Eastwood

Head of Humanities Faculty & Head of History
Christopher Pugh
Head of Geography 

Harriet Fewell

Teacher of Geography

Chloe Gibson

Teacher of Geography / Head of Key Stage 3
Tom Inman

Teacher of Geography / Acting Headteacher
Vacancy

Teacher of Geography 
Keith Berridge

Teacher of History and Head of House 

Luke Capps 

Teacher of History (Sabbatical 2017-18)

Rebecca Griffiths
Teacher of History & Politics (part time)

Sally Newton 

Teacher of History & Politics

Ted Powell

Teacher of History & Politics 

Emma Godshaw
Head of Ethics and Philosophy 
Juliet Bray

Teacher of Ethics and Philosophy (part time)

Amie McDonald

Teacher of Ethics and Philosophy (part time)

Michael Oxenham 
Teacher of Ethics and Philosophy & Head of PSHE

Adam Snow                   Teacher of Ethics and Philosophy & Assistant Head Teacher 

7.
CRITERIA FOR SELECTION

We are looking for a motivated and hard-working teacher of Geography to be an enthusiastic member of the Humanities Faculty.  Interested candidates should display the following:-

· Excellent teaching skills

· Commitment to using ICT (G.I.S) as a teaching tool

· Commitment to high expectations and standards of work

· Be a confident teacher of Geography 

· Good organisational skills including a wide variety of methods to track student’
· Ability to develop excellent relationships with pupils and staff

· Be creative in bringing ideas to the faculty

· Participate actively in the design and development of new courses

8.
APPLICATIONS & CLOSING DATE
Applications should be made to the Acting Headteacher, Tom Inman, by letter (maximum two sides of A4) accompanied by an fully completed application form (curriculum vitae optional) with details of all educational qualifications, including grades obtained.

Please download application form and additional details from our website: www.gordanoschool.org.uk , ensuring the names and contact details (address, telephone or email) are enclosed of TWO referees to support your application.  References will be used to support the selection process and therefore obtained prior to interview.

Closing date for applications:  9am Tuesday, 27th February 2018
Interviews: Friday, 2nd March 2018
For any queries please contact Tara Phillis, Head of HR
 (recruitment@gordanoschool.org.uk).
This school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and expects all staff to share this commitment. Enhanced CRB & ISA checks are required for all successful applicants.

· Gordano School, St Marys Road, Portishead, Bristol BS20 7QR

(  01275 842606     (   recruitment@gordanoschool.org.uk
Gordano School is an equal opportunities employer and a partner school within the Lighthouse Schools Partnership trust (www.lsp.org.uk).
If you have not heard from us by 2nd March 2018, please accept our thanks for your application and assume that on this occasion you have not been successful.
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