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The Music Department at Bishop Challoner aims to create a stimulating and supportive learning environment that fosters the skills and talents of all students. We seek to provide a curriculum which not only allows all students to achieve according to their ability, but creates appropriate progression routes from KS3 through to KS4. We also aim to promote lifelong learning of Music through our Extra-Curricular and our Instrumental programmes. 
At Key Stage 3, pupils are introduced to the three main aspects of musicianship:

· Listening

· Composing

· Performing. 
We cover a wide range of topics from Years 7-9 including Stave Notation, Keyboard Skills, the Ukulele, Film Music, Blues Music, Reggae Music, Ensemble Performance and Composition, and Remixing using both Garage Band and Logic Pro. 
At Key Stage 4, Music candidates follow the Eduqas GCSE Music syllabus. Part of the course includes the study of 2 set works. Pupils have an opportunity to study a diverse repertoire of music covering Baroque, Romantic, Minimalism, Dance and West African Music, amongst others. Students are required to perform two pieces of Music, one of which must be an ensemble piece. Pupils are also required to compose two pieces of Music, one of which is to a set brief provided by the examination board in the year that candidates take their exam. The Department achieves good results, in 2014 100% of female students who took GCSE Music achieved a grade A*-C, in 2016 100% of male students who took GCSE music achieved a Grade A-C.
The Faculty
The Music department forms part of the Creative Arts faculty. Throughout the year the department works closely with Drama, Dance, Art and Media to ensure pupils are understanding the Creative Subject. The subjects work together on various performances, exhibitions and showcases throughout the year. 
The Music Department Pathway

This Academic Year, Music and Drama work on a carousel for pupils in Years 7 and 8. Each pupil will have one half term of Music each term. In Year 9 pupils are taught for one period per week.  Each period lasts 50 minutes.

At KS4 (Years 10 – 11), students have a double lesson (100 minutes) and a single lesson (50 minutes) each week. 

Music Peripatetic Lessons

We are very fortunate to have a busy peripatetic programme at the school, with over 13 different teachers coming to take instrumental lessons during the week. Over 150 students are currently learning an instrument, with most pupils taking graded examination with the Associated Board of Royal Schools of Music, or RockSchool. During the Summer 2016 exam season we had over 70 pupils entered for Graded examinations. We have a 100% pass rate with all Graded Examinations. (Academic Year 2016-2017). 
Extra-Curricular activities

We have a busy and engaging extra-curricular programme at Bishop Challoner during lunch times, before school and after school. Students can take part in groups ranging from African Drumming Club, Senior Choir, Junior Choir, Ukulele Club, Orchestra and Jazz Band. Students are given ample opportunity to perform, both through our lunchtime recitals, termly services and concerts.  
The Music Department also has close links with THAMES Music hub, with many of our students to taking part in Borough-wide workshops with vocal a-cappella groups, and Woodwind and Brass days. We have several students who study with the Centre for Young Musicians and they undertake courses with on a Saturday Morning. We also have a large majority of our pupils who attend Saturday Music Centre where they get the opportunity to perform in ensembles.
Each year the Music Department collaborates with the Drama and Dance Departments to perform in a whole school Production in the summer term. Our recent productions have included Frankenstein, Fame and this year we have just cast Hairspray.
For more information please contact: 

cmcgarvey@bishop.towerhamlets.sch.uk 

Tel: 0207 791 9547
