The Mathematics Department, West Lakes Academy
The Team

We have an enthusiastic, committed and driven team who have high expectations of our students. The department structure includes the following posts:
· Director of Mathematics
· Second in Department/Key Stage 4 Coordinator

· Key Stage 3 Coordinator
· Key Stage 5 Coordinator

· One dedicated mathematics Teaching Assistant 

· In addition to the above posts, we also have a further six mathematics teachers 
We are a supportive Mathematics department, always looking for opportunities to develop mathematical teaching and learning and looking to take a leading role in the further development of the Academy. 
The Curriculum

KS3

Students study a variety of units which assess and develop their number, algebra, shape and data handling skills. Levels of attainment are assessed through a mixture of formal assessments and teacher assessments and standardised throughout the department. The focus is on mastering the skills involved before attempting to use the skills to solve problems. In KS3 students have four lessons a week.

KS4

Students follow a 3 year GCSE course with tiers of entry being finalised in the first term of year 11. In KS4 students have five lessons a week. Small groups are withdrawn for specific focused interventions, some students spend 2 tutor sessions a week improving their maths and our after-school revision sessions are very well attended.
KS5

We offer two ‘A’ levels: Mathematics and Further Mathematics. Students have 5 lessons a week in both year 12 and year 13. We now also offer Level 3 Core Maths as well as GCSE resit opportunities for those students in the sixth form who did not achieve a grade C in their GCSE’s. The courses are very popular amongst KS5 students at the Academy.
Enrichment Activities
We have developed a programme of Mathematics/Numeracy activities and problems to run throughout the year alongside tutor based activities, supported by dedicated 6th form Numeracy prefects. 
As a department we also run a series of workshops for primary schools.
