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Greenford High School
Science Department
Provision
The Science Department at Greenford runs courses for students of all abilities, providing a comprehensive education throughout the age range, including Sixth Form.

In Key Stage 3 we have developed our own program of study, reviewed to meet the needs of the new National Curriculum.  We aim to deliver Science in a way that fully engages our students and most importantly builds up the scientific skills they will need as they progress through the subject.

At GCSE we have students studying for Combined, as well as Biology, Chemistry and Physics separately.  We are immensely proud of the fact that we give every student the opportunity to gain two GCSEs in Science and stretch approximately half of pupils through the separate science route.
In the Sixth Form we continue this comprehensive approach, offering a variety of courses.  As well as the traditional Science A levels, we have well-subscribed BTEC Applied Science. 
Resources
We are furnished with brand new teaching accommodation.  Our 12 laboratories are large and well provisioned.  Each has an interactive whiteboard along with all the expected Science utilities.

In addition to our excellent facilities we have invested in ICT.  The department has 50 laptops for use in lessons and this has taken our delivery forward, especially with our portfolio driven courses.  The prime use of ICT for us is in a scientific context and we have a good range of data loggers which are used throughout the year groups.  We have ensured there are sufficient for class sets as well as demonstrations.

The continued expansion and improvement of our practical resources is recognised as key to the delivery of our subject and investment will continue.

Results
	Year
	One A*-C
	Two A*-C

	2011
	78
	65

	2012
	74
	66

	2013
	85
	75

	2014
	79
	59

	2015
	77.3
	64

	2016
	77
	65

	2017
	79
	72


Our numbers of As and A*s are amongst the highest in the school and we see a large number of students return to take the sciences at A level.  
We have devised an assessment structure to help students demonstrate their abilities in different skill areas and recognise their achievements at different grades.  We aim to help students develop their skills from one grade to the next to maximise their achievement and use these assessments to inform our teaching and help students with the next skill level.

Team
The department consists of 19 teaching staff and 4 technicians.  We are a well balanced team with a good mixture of experienced and newer teachers.

Each department at Greenford High School has its own workroom and this has become a focal point for the team, sharing breaks and lunch together as well as working together to develop.  Everyone is friendly and cooperative, often collaboratively planning and producing resources.  There is a real sense of team spirit.

There is a school-wide coaching programme for which staff happily volunteer, in addition we have regular CPD sessions for staff at all points in their career and targeted at specific topics that may be of interest to different people.  The whole school promotes the sharing of good practice between departments as well as that which occurs naturally within our own team.
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