Mathematics Department

Staffing

There are currently twelve mathematicians in the department, including the Head of Department.    All are committed and enthusiastic and are all specialist mathematics teachers. 

Rooming

There are eight specialist teaching rooms at the 11-16 site. All of the teaching rooms have an interactive whiteboard.  At the 6th Form College there is one large specialist teaching room with interactive whiteboard.
Basic Structure
The department currently uses a Mastery Curriculum in KS3 and teach the OCR GCSE linear course in KS4.  In the 6th Form students will take the Edexcel Maths and Further Maths courses up until the exam series in 2018.  From September 2017 there is a new A-level specification and students will take the AQA Maths and Further Maths course for first accreditation in June 2019.
There is a wide range of software for use with the interactive whiteboard, and the department creates and shares physical resources for use across all key stages.
Organisation

Students are placed in sets on the basis of their KS2 results and a baseline test taken upon starting in Year 7.  They are then taught in sets for Years 7 – 11.  Movement of students between sets can occur when staff think it is appropriate.  In Years 7, 10 and 11 there are two parallel bands of 5 sets.  In Years 8 and 9 there are two parallel bands of 4 sets. In the present 6th Form classes there are approximately 15 year 13 students in 2 A2 classes and 13 students in year 12 doing the new linear course.  There are 4 students studying Further Maths.  
Courses

Pupils in KS4 follow the OCR GCSE linear course which is fully assessed by three written papers.
For the old specification in Maths, Core 1, Core 2 and Statistics 1 are taken in Year 12 for the AS qualification and Core 3, Core 4 and Mechanics 1 or Statistics 2 in Year 13 to complete the A level.  The new specification is entirely linear and all exams will be taken at the end of year 13.
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