Role Description for 2nd in Geography 2018


The post holder will be responsible for the leadership of the KS3 geography curriculum. 

Working alongside the subject leader and the rest of the geography team, you will create and deliver a vision for an updated KS3 Geography curriculum which:

· Challenges pupils with well-planned and engaging lessons using evidence based pedagogy so that every pupil can be successful.
· Develops students’ knowledge and understanding of core geographical ideas and concepts which will prepare them for the tougher demands of the new 9-1 GCSE course.
· Integrates both formative and summative assessment taking account of workload implications and the departments assessment policy.
· Provides a successful transition from KS2 to KS3, taking account of student’s prior geographical learning, skills and knowledge.
· Develops student’s ability to plan, carry out and analyse geography fieldwork.

Other specific tasks will include:
· Tracking the progress of students.
· Developing support for students who are on a low learner level.
· Reporting progress to the subject leader and AHT responsible for KS3.
· Leading the moderation of assessed work to ensure consistency across staff.


Further context on the role:

We have a three year KS3 at Tapton and students hold geography in high regard as shown by the high uptake at GCSE; we are currently the largest option subject in KS4. In the past two years our focus has naturally been on planning and delivering the new GCSE and A level courses. Now however, we are ready to review and refresh our KS3 offer to compliment the courses and progression to KS4 And beyond. This role represents an exciting opportunity for a creative and passionate geographer to play a key role in shaping the new curriculum. 

We are looking for a colleague with strong classroom practice who delivers outstanding results and enjoys working collaboratively. You should be up to date with current pedagogical thinking and this should be evident in both your written application and interview. The successful candidate will get the opportunity to work in a thriving and successful geography department. You will develop a range of leadership skills through your role which will prepare you well for further leadership opportunities in the future.

If you would like to visit the department before applying then please contact Andy Kennedy, the Subject Leader of Geography: akennedy@taptonschool.co.uk 




Description of the Tapton School Geography Department January 2018

The Team
We are a happy and successful team the core of which has been at Tapton for nearly ten years. We work collaboratively, share resources and each take responsibility for leading different aspects of departmental work. Amongst the team are the subject leader, the whole school New Staff Programme Coordinator and an Assistant Headteacher as well as two part time geography teachers. We work in partnership with local universities to deliver Initial Teacher Training. We are school members of the Geographical Association and for the past two years have hosted the Sheffield branch Worldwise Quiz. We have a good following on twitter: @teamgeography 

KS3
We cover plenty of traditional topics such as ecosystems and map skills as well as place based topics such as the Middle East, Asia and Africa. The students enjoy geography and many pick us for GCSE as a result of their KS3 experience; we are the largest option subject at GCSE. Although popular, some of the curriculum is starting to look a little dated both in terms of content and pedagogy so an update is due. However, this is exciting as KS3 is where we really capture our student’s attention, engage them with the subject and in many cases, create a lifelong love of geography. 

GCSE
Currently we have approximately 140 students in each of Y10 and Y11. Over the past two years we have achieved some of the best GCSE results in the school with 86% A*-C and 53% A*-A in 2017 and 90% A*-C and 54% A*-A in 2016. These results were achieved on the legacy specification so we now face the challenge of delivering equally impressive results on the new 9-1 GCSE course. We follow the OCR B: Geography for Enquiring Minds specification.

KS5
Each year we attract two good sized AS classes of around 20-25 students per class. Typically, around two-thirds of these students continue on to do the full A level with several students opting to study Geography or a related degree at university. Our AS level results on the new OCR specification in 2017 were promising with 45% of our students achieving an A grade which we hope to carry through to A level.

Fieldwork
Our GCSE students attend two fieldwork visits; a whole day on the East Yorkshire coast and half a day in Sheffield city centre. At KS5, students attend a three day residential in the Lake District as well as half a day in Kelham Island and a day surveying the peat bog carbon stores of the Peak District. We also offer a residential enrichment trip to Iceland for KS4 and KS5 students on a biennial basis. At KS3 the student’s complete microclimate fieldwork around the school site.

Teaching Facilities
In November 2015, we moved into a brand-new building and currently enjoy some of the best facilities in the school. These include four dedicated geography classrooms, each with its own HD touchscreen, a suite of 30 laptops, 18 Samsung tablets and a selection of fieldwork equipment. We have our own departmental office where we can store our shared resources and work during PPA periods.
