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LEARNING SUPPORT DEPARTMENT
The Learning Support department consists of a SENCO a Deputy SENCO, 22 dedicated, experienced Teaching Assistants and an Administrator. The department works closely with SEND, Pupil Premium, EAL and disadvantaged students, parents, heads of year, and subject staff to support individual needs and ensure the inclusion of every student between Years 7 and 13. There is disabled access to the whole school site (except Science, top floor).

Key Stage 3

In addition to supporting students in class, the department runs small groups for Literacy, Numeracy, Social Skills, Language Skills, Paired Reading, Touch Typing Lunch Club, Handwriting, Dyslexia Strategies, ASD specific Lunch Clubs and Homework Clubs. Some students have access to departmental laptops for use during selected lessons. 
Key Stage 4

At Key Stage 4 some students may benefit from the opportunity to attend courses at the local college or work towards an apprenticeship. Students are also given the opportunity to work towards an Award or Certificate of Personal and Social Effectiveness (PSE).

Students receive support in their lessons where necessary and a Homework Club is offered to support the organisation and completion of work. Students who meet the criteria are offered Access Arrangements for GCSE exams (extra time, scribe, prompt etc). Teaching Assistants are often required to perform these functions, so we expect a good level of literacy and numeracy within the team.
The department runs study skills groups to help improve revision techniques. 

Outside Agency Support

The Inclusion Department works with the following agencies to include students with SEND; Home School Link Worker, the Specialist Teacher and Educational Psychology Team, Education Welfare, Community Paediatrician, Children Out of School, Plantation and Careers Advisors, Young Carers and The Virtual School for Looked After Children.

We are a lively, friendly and busy department, with a challenging and varying role within the school. 
