MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT

Staff:
Vicki Hanson – Head of Department


Ian Turner – Second in Department


Sue Cheadle – TLR Gifted and Talented

Holly Morgan - TLR
David Harrington 

Lauren Wright


Sophie Brown
Fin Biscoe-Taylor

Sheila Selwood
Accommodation:

The department is situated on one floor of the main building and comprises eight classrooms, an office and a number of storerooms.  Promethean interactive whiteboards are in all of the classrooms. The department uses Activ Inspire software.
Teaching and Learning:

Key Stage 3

Students are currently taught in groups by set within separate half years in Years 7 and 8. The initial setting is made on the basis of KS2 SATs marks but reviewed during the year.  Each group is allocated four 50 minute periods within the 30 period week.  A mixture of resources is used to support the learning at this key stage including MyMaths.co.uk.  Students in Year 9 are streamed into sets within 3 bands to start the GCSE programme.
Key Stage 4

The department enters all students for the AQA GCSE examination with the most able also being entered for the Level 2 Certificate in Further Mathematics. Throughout this key stage students have five 50 minute periods in the 30 period week and are streamed across the cohort.  As in KS3 a range of teaching materials and styles are employed.  However, the main text used is AQA GCSE Mathematics by Longman.

Key Stage 5

The subject is a popular option in Years 12 and 13.  Students are prepared for the Edexcel A2 examinations. There is also a group studying Further Mathematics in each year where we offer Mechanics, Statistics and Decision options. Mathematics at Walton High School is a popular choice with some students transferring from other schools to join the programme. Alternative courses at level 3 are also offered.
Other

A successful intervention programme runs within the department supporting students from all Key Stages.  The department also runs a Gifted and Talented programme and has good links with the primary schools.

Walton High School is a dynamic and over-subscribed school which achieves excellent results.
The department is a strong team of dedicated and supportive mathematicians and within the school there is an excellent mentoring programme for newly qualified staff.  

