CARDINAL NEWMAN CATHOLIC SCHOOL

THE ENGLISH FACULTY

In the English Faculty at Cardinal Newman Catholic School our aims are as follows:

1. To help students develop and enjoy to the full their potential ability to use the English language with a skilful sensitivity appropriate to the demands of real contexts and real audiences.

2. To provide students with a wide range of reading experiences and to show that literature and related media are major sources of enjoyment, insight and information.

3. To encourage and support students in their growth as creative thinking individuals and as members of a Christian community.

4. To develop in students the ability to think clearly and perceptively, to listen critically and carefully, to read with understanding and involvement, to speak with clarity and to write with confidence and accuracy.

There are twenty-two teachers in the department.  All are expected to teach across the age and ability range.  There are opportunities for colleagues to teach on our popular GCSE and A Level Drama and Media Studies courses.  The school runs effective INSET aimed at enabling staff to take full advantage of the opportunities for personal and professional development created by the wide range of courses which we are able to offer students.

Year 7 and 8 classes are taught in mixed ability groups.  Setting is introduced as students move into Year 9.  Arrangements for student groupings are reviewed on a regular basis.

Our Key Stage 3 syllabus was revised in 2014 to take into account the requirements of the new National Curriculum.  We have introduced new and exciting fiction for students at KS3, with all members of the Department contributing to the development of the new curriculum.
At Key Stage 4, we follow the AQA specifications in English and English Literature.  In 2014, 72 % of our students gained A*-C grades in English Language and 75% of students gained A* -C grades in English Literature.
At ‘A’ Level we offer courses in English Literature, English Language, English Language and Literature [Combined], Media Studies and Drama.  
We are an ambitious, hard-working, and successful team.  The atmosphere within the department is positive, good-humoured and supportive.

Should you decide to submit an application please tell us how your skills and experience to date will enable you to contribute to our work, with particular reference to Key Stages 3 and 4.  
Shareen Hone
Subject Leader English
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