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John Flamsteed Community School - Humanities
The Humanities Department consists of the following members of staff:
Mr Andrew Wood
-
Head of Faculty (Geography)

Mrs Melanie Davies 
-
Second in Faculty; Head of History
Mrs Jennifer Sparham
- 
Geography teacher

Mr R Bannister

-
Head of SMSC and Careers

Mrs Helen Redhead
-
Head of School; History and SMSC
Mrs Dawn Musson 
-
Assistant Headteacher (KS3 Humanities)

The Humanities Department is a highly successful, established and reflective department within the school; praised for having consistently above average outcomes for pupils of all abilities. The Faculty is situated in the historic and character filled ‘Ryknield Rooms’ in a well-resourced suite of classrooms which are equipped with ‘state of the art’ smart boards. One of the classrooms has desktop computers for student use and all of the teachers have access to laptop computers.
During Key Stage 3 students are taught in mixed ability form groups. In Y7, 8 and 9 students follow a Humanities course divided into units of History, Geography and SMSC which take place as discreet subjects. Humanities pride itself on producing engaging lessons with a clear sense of purpose, pace and challenge for all learners. 
The Humanities department endeavours to foster a sense of enquiry and enthusiasm for the subjects at Key Stage 3 which inevitably produces a strong uptake at GCSE with Humanities being one of the most subscribed option choices in Key Stage 4. 

All students continue to study SMSC during Key Stage 4 as part of the core PSE, Careers and Citizenship programme. 
Most students also elect to study GCSE History (AQA) and/or GCSE Geography (WJEC/Eduqas B) as part of the option programme. 

The department is committed to providing the students with practical activities to support their studies and organise numerous field trips and extended residential experiences as part of this. Recently offered opportunities have included trips to Iceland and Italy.
Our KS4 Option brochure includes the following information for students with regards to our Humanities courses.

Geography 
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If you enjoyed studying Geography during your Key Stage 3 education you will be further engaged, stretched and challenged in this subject at GCSE examination level. We continue to explore a variety of themes incorporating various resources: DVDs, photos, maps, newspaper extracts, and strategies such as role play, simulations and group work. These are designed to help you delve deeper into subject areas, reinforce ideas you have already been introduced to and further develop your map, graph, place and decision-making skills. So, the course builds upon the foundations laid in Years 7-9. 
 

Summary of Assessments:

Component 1 – Investigating Geographical issues

Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes (96 marks plus 4 for SPAG) 

40% of qualification
Three compulsory structured data response questions will assess each of the three geographical themes.

Theme 1: Changing Places - Changing Economies

This theme focuses on urban/rural links in the UK, urbanisation in the economically-developing world and development issues.

Theme 2: Changing Environments

This theme focuses on weather and climate, coastal and river processes and landforms and the management of coastal and river environments.

Theme 3: Environmental Challenges

This theme focuses on ecosystems and water resources

Component 2 – Problem solving Geography

Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes (72 marks plus 4 marks for SPaG) 
30% of qualification
This component will assess content from across the themes in a problem solving examination paper.

Part A – Introduces the issue and sets the geographical context

Part B – Outlines a number of possible solutions to the issue

Part C – Opportunity for the candidate to choose a solution and justify their choices.
Component 3 – Applied Fieldwork Enquiry

Written Examination: 1 hour 15 minutes (72 marks plus 4 marks for SPaG) 
30% of qualification
The opportunity to develop geographical skills through out of school fieldwork on two separate occasions in contrasting environments will help develop their geographical enquiry. Approaches to methods, representation and analysis are all explored alongside concepts.

History 
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The pursuit of historical knowledge of people and events is without doubt extremely interesting and, above all, fun! It is like a form of time travel that helps to illuminate characters, chains of events and how they came to be! You will enjoy this course if you want to study a subject that involves learning about and discussing events and people that have helped shape the world we live in today. History at GCSE links to some of the key topics you have studied at KS3, but introduces brand new areas of study in depth too. You will be given the opportunity to develop the skills to look beyond the headlines, ask questions and express your own opinion. As well as learning about history, the course will enable you to improve your skills in communication, working with others, problem solving and research. Studying History encourages you to produce well-reasoned conclusions based on the evaluation of evidence, which is a highly transferable skill. The emphasis at GCSE has moved away from the need to memorise vast amounts of factual material to a more skills-based approach.

 
The History department is proud to offer the AQA GCSE course. The choice of topics is varied and wide ranging, meaning there is something for most historical interests. New topics include a focus on international affairs in the early 20th century and more emphasis on British topics such as Elizabethan England. We will continue to offer the ever popular Medicine through time course alongside the depth study on Nazi Germany. This is a lively and exciting course, structured to capture your imagination! 
How will you be assessed?

There are two exam papers, each 1 hour and 45 minutes that cover the 4 key topics. 

Both papers are equally weighted at 50% 

Paper 1 Understanding the Modern World

Section A is a period depth study of Germany 1900-45.
Section B is a focus on International Relations 1918-45.

Paper 2 – Shaping the Nation

Section A is the thematic study of Medicine through time c.1000 to the present day.

Section B is a case study of Elizabethan England c.1568-1603 with an element of local history and an opportunity to undertake a fieldwork visit.

“It’s fun and interesting and it’s helped to improve my analytical skills in all my subjects, not just history.” Daniel Hazeldine Year 11 

“The topics we study are really different. You absorb so much information. It’s like fitting together the pieces of a jigsaw puzzle”. Sophie Haywood Year 11

Many of you who study History at GCSE may well go on to study it at ‘A’ level and beyond. Whether you want to be a lawyer, journalist, work in the media or even teach, History will enable you to gain the skills required by your future employers. Many famous people have a degree in History, from Sasha Baron-Cohen (Ali G) to Chris Martin (Coldplay) and Jonathan Ross (TV)!


