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THE ENGLISH AREA
The English Area is a team of collaborative, creative and committed specialist teachers and curriculum assistants who work together to inspire a love of English in students. The Area has enjoyed consistently excellent exam results and many students have gone on to study English at university.  A large number of students choose both English Literature and English Language at A level (there are currently three English Language groups in Year 12 and two English Literature groups). There is a rich programme of extra-curricular activities and students benefit from superb facilities and resources, including a recently refurbished Learning Centre. Literacy is promoted across the school and students are supported in developing these key skills. 

Staffing
· 18 well-qualified specialist teachers are led by a collegiate leadership team, under the overall direction of the Director of English.
· The English Area also encompasses the Film and Media department (which is led by a Head of Film and Media).
· There is an administrative assistant attached to the Area, working for fifteen hours a week in the Area office. In addition, there is a Media technician who oversees the distribution of equipment as well as its maintenance.
· All members teaching in the area contribute towards curriculum development through scheme writing and sharing resources. 
· Collaboration and team work, through sharing ideas and developing strategies for teaching, characterises the Area in general. Area meetings are used to meet the training and development needs of the Area, moderating and standardising work and exchanging teaching and learning strategies.
· All staff take part in the school’s appraisal process.  In addition, all staff develop their approaches to teaching through participating in the school’s ‘Teaching and Learning Excellence’ programme. 
Accommodation and Resources
· Book stocks are constantly being updated.
· There are 9 classrooms in the department; satellite classrooms provide accommodation for Film and Media facilities as well as specialist Sixth Form English teaching spaces.
· The Area office provides a work space for each staff member with a desktop computer.  Each classroom has a computer at the front of the room for the teacher. 
· There are two IT suites comprising 50 PCs available for English use. The department also has a set of 16 iPads.
· Each room is fitted with an inbuilt capacity to screen DVDs, with units hard wired into a ceiling mounted projector with speakers.

· The Film and Media Department has its own space in E corridor and the Sixth Form, with a rich variety of resources available to staff and students. Additional equipment includes video editing, animation and storyboarding software which is installed on a suite of Mac Book Pros and i-Mac desk top computers; separate hard drives ensure that students are uninhibited in their creative projects.  A range of cameras are enhanced with supplementary lenses, microphones and tripods and dollies.  All Y13 Film and Media students have the capability of working with HD Cameras. 
· The main school Learning Centre has been recently refurbished and houses a real breadth of texts as well as a computer suite and a set of desktop iPads.
Curriculum
We have developed detailed schemes of work supported by imaginative and well-presented resources for all year groups within the school. 

· In Year 7 students study in mixed ability classes. In Year 8, students are loosely grouped by ability.  This means that there are 2 high ability groups, 6 mixed ability groups and 4 support or Literacy groups (designed to support students with specific literacy needs).  All students follow a detailed syllabus with core schemes of work.  
· Year 9 follows the same model as Year 8. Year 9 is a hybrid year, preparing students for the rigour of GCSEs, whilst studying a broad curriculum.
· In Years 10 and 11, all students follow the English Language and English Literature AQA GCSE route. The syllabus is currently delivered through seven sixty-minute lessons per fortnight, and is begun in Year 10. 
· In Year 12, there is provision for students on a one-year course to retake English GCSE. We also have groups studying A level English Literature (OCR syllabus) and A level English Language (OCR).  Students have a very positive, enthusiastic attitude to English, and results over recent years have been outstanding. This is reflected in the large numbers that take the course as well as high progression rates.

· Film and Media is taught at KS5. We offer Film Studies (WJEC) and Media Studies (WJEC) at A level.  

· The English Area emphasises the importance of reading by regular visits to the school Learning Centre. The Learning Centre is instrumental in conducting regular reading interviews and helping students build their reading experiences. 

· In July, the Reading Awards celebrates the reading successes of students in Year 7. 
Extra-Curricular
· We offer a range of extra-curricular activities, including the highly successful National ‘Bar Mock Trial’ competition for students in Years 10 - 13, and the ‘Magistrates Mock Trial’ competition for students in Years 8 and 9. Groups of students also take part every year in the Jack Petchey ‘Speak Out Challenge’ and the English Speaking Union competition. 
· Staff often co-ordinate trips throughout the year based on specific texts students are studying. 
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