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	Bishop Challoner Catholic Federation of Schools
Mathematics Faculty     


Our mission is to provide opportunities for pupils at Bishop Challoner Catholic Federation of Schools to develop as rounded individuals who are confident and capable of realising their full potential.  We are committed to ensuring that all of our pupils leave Bishop Challoner as numerate young people; with the ability to utilise their developed skills of logical reasoning to meet the needs of an ever-changing workplace.
Standards and Achievements 2015-2016
GCSE Results: Boys’ School
67% 9-4
GCSE Results: Girls’ School

72% 9-4
Sixth form

92.9% A*-E pass rate at A2 Further Maths
71% A*/B pass rate at A2 Further Maths
100%  A*- E  AS Maths

66.7%  A*- B   AS Maths
78.1%  A* - C  AS Maths
The faculty 

The mathematics faculty consists of twelve well-resourced teaching rooms; with access to computer suites. All rooms are fitted with an interactive whiteboard and equipped with a variety of mathematics teaching software, as well as active teach across all key stages and visualisers.
The faculty has fourteen maths teachers two part time and twelve full time teachers, all of whom teach across two or more key stages. 
The department runs successful A-level maths courses in the sixth form. We currently run the following maths classes in the sixth form:

· AS maths (3 classes)

· A2 maths (2 classes)

· AS further maths (1 class)

· A2 further maths (1 class)
The Curriculum

At KS3 we are embracing a scheme of work which develops a fundamental understanding and enjoyment of mathematics. In years 7 and 8 we concentrate on embedding a sense of number and space; extending this to algebraic concepts. Topics are taught in a collaboratively planned sequence of lessons, utilising rich tasks to support independent learning and higher-order thinking.

At KS4 we have implemented the new programme of study for the new 9-1 GCSE Edexcel linear specification, which commenced in the summer of 2017. Pupils at KS4 expand upon the skills they have learnt in KS3 and are challenged to achieve aspirational grades. Pupils are taught in set classes and are supported through a wide range of resources and intervention strategies. 
At KS5 students at AS study ‘Core 1’, ‘Core 2’ and ‘Statistics 1’ modules. At A2 students study ‘Core 3’, ‘Core 4’ and ‘Mechanics 1’. More able students, and those who plan to take a degree with a substantial amount of mathematical content, may take A-level further maths alongside the core A’ level curriculum. For the Further Maths course, at AS we offer the students the following modules: ‘FP1’, ‘S2’, ‘S3’ and at A2: ‘FP2’, ‘FP3’ and ‘M2’. We have currently implemented the new curriculum at KS5. 
The mathematics pathway

The mathematics pathway is developed out of both the forthcoming changes to the National Curriculum and the desire to strengthen the breadth and depth of pupil understanding.

At KS3 pupils are taught and assessed so as to develop their reasoning and independent thought in addressing related tasks and challenges. Pupils are set individualised learning targets and carry out interim assessments to facilitate the tracking of pupil progress throughout the academic year.
Pupils will be completing a three-year GCSE, meaning that at KS4 they approach the mathematics course with the time to develop and explore challenging mathematical concepts. Pupils are encouraged to pursue mathematics into A-level.
· Students in years 10 and 11 have five 50 minute periods of maths per week while students in year 7,8 and 9 have four fifty minute lessons
· Students in sixth form have six 50 minutes lessons a week, many of which are double periods of 100 minutes.

Assessment

Assessment for learning is a key part of good practice within our classrooms. More formalised assessment is also vital; time is built into schemes of work across the key stages to address misconceptions and gaps in knowledge. In particular, we have a KS3 consolidation week every six weeks. This is to give students time to focus on topics that they have not quite understood in class.

Assessment at KS3 is carried out both through summative tests and ‘rich task’ activities. Assessment at KS4 and KS5 is topical and regular. Assessment is used to both inform our teaching as well as aid us in introducing directed intervention throughout the year. All pupils receive personalised topic based targets after each assessment.
Extra-Curricular activities
· KS3 mathematics enrichment classes

· KS4 intervention and 8 and 9 booster classes along with grade 3 in to 4 and 5.
· KS5 intervention classes

· Mathematical challenges

· STEM activities

· Involved in the UKMT challenge

· Many school wide maths competitions

