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The English School

Bogota is a thriving capital city in one of the most economically successful and politically
stable countries of South America. The recent peace process (for which the president
received the Nobel Peace Prize) has given fresh impetus to the country and opened up many
sought-after destinations for tourists. There are daily direct flights to European cities such
as London, Frankfurt and Madrid as well as to North America and other countries in Latin
America. There are pleasant and quiet residential neighbourhoods within walking/cycling
distance of the school and plenty of cultural events throughout the city. There is a mass
transport system as well as plenty of cheap taxis and buses. The climate is pleasant
throughout the year, with sunshine most days of the year and daytime temperatures usually
between 18 and 22 degrees.

The English School is a well-established international school with more than 1700 students
from age 2 to 18. The student body consists of mostly Colombian nationals, with around
10% of students coming from other countries. There are approximately 30 expatriate staff
across primary and secondary sections of the school. English is the official language of
instruction at the school, though some subjects are taught in Spanish. The school also offers
French from grade 4 onwards.

TES is one of Colombia’s best-known international schools. Recent investment in
refurbishment of the buildings has produced state-of-the-art facilities that feature
innovative methods to create light and airy spaces conducive to learning as well as
ergonomically designed playground equipment imported from Europe and excellent new
library facilities for both primary and secondary schools. With the recent appointment of a
full time communications director as well as our renewed commitment to digital learning,
our online presence is also to be developed as a fully interactive virtual learning
environment.

TES is a very inclusive school, with a well-staffed Learning Support department that is active
in all sections of the school. Staff applying for teaching positions should be committed to
differentiation in the classroom and should ideally have experience of working with second
language learners. Our aim is for all students to achieve at least C1 level in English by the
end of their schooling. Despite our inclusive intake, we enter all of our students for the IB
Diploma Programme and have an average pass rate of around 70% for the full diploma. The
remaining 30% achieve significant results in their individual subject certificates and virtually
all of our graduates enter university, either in Colombia or overseas. Many obtain
scholarships to universities in North America and Europe.
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