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BACKGROUND BRIEFING NOTE ON CHESTERTON PRIMARY SCHOOL 

· Chesterton is an outstanding school and Teaching School and most recently, a National Maths Hub.

· Chesterton is a community primary school situated in the Latchmere ward of Battersea in Wandsworth, catering for pupils from a wide variety of cultural backgrounds.  The number of pupils of minority ethnic origin is much higher than the national average, and over two thirds of the pupils require extra support in learning English as an additional language when they arrive.  It is a large primary school (two form entry, with currently 470 pupils on role including the Nursery), which serves an urban area that is economically deprived – the number of pupils who take free school meals is well above average.  Families move in and out of the area far more frequently than is usual. 

· The school has a Children’s Centre working with our local families means that the school is developing wider support for children and young people in its community. A recent Ofsted Inspection of the Children’s Centre was graded ‘Good’ with many ‘Outstanding’ features.

· Pupils make excellent progress from very low starting points, especially in English, mathematics and science.  Barriers to learning are effectively identified and addressed through well-designed individual and group support.

Performance Table 2014-15
	Subject
	Level 4
	Level 5
	Level 6

	Maths
	100%
	40%
	14%

	Reading
	100%
	50%
	2%

	Writing
	98%
	50%
	2%

	GPS
	96%
	51%
	0%

	R/W/M
	98%
	
	


· Value Added at Key Stage 2 in 2015 was 101.1. The school continues to achieve very highly, exceeding the national average. 

· The school last received an OfSTED inspection in March 2008 and was judged to be ‘an outstanding school that provides a very high quality of education for its pupils’.

· An interim inspection in 2011 reconfirmed the Outstanding judgement.

· OfSTED judged teaching and learning to be outstanding. 

· The school‘s leadership and management was also judged to be outstanding. The leadership team consists of one Headteacher, Head of School and three Deputy Headteachers who work very effectively in an innovative partnership.  The school designates their subject leaders as ‘Leaders in Learning’, and the school’s leadership at all levels has resulted in the school’s rapid improvement over recent years.

· The school has a culture of collaborative learning, with staff keen to develop their own practice.  For example, teaching staff request observations from the mathematics subject leader when they recognise an aspect of their practice they wish to improve.  

· The school has set up a system of ‘shadow co-ordinators’ to support the main lead of core subjects: as these teachers’ skills are developed, the focus on raising standards remains consistent, whether the core lead remains in the school or not.

· The school has embraced the new National Curriculum and has designed exciting and relevant cross curricular topics.  The impact of the new curriculum on teaching and learning is positive and this is beginning to be evident, as teaching staff respond flexibly to pupils’ learning needs.  

· School Priorities:

2014-2015
Whole school development priority 1: Implementing and embedding our new assessment systems to reflect the new curriculum requirements and government guidance.

Whole school development priority 2: Developing ‘Mastery’ across the curriculum. 

Whole school development priority 3:  To develop and encourage a love of reading for pleasure throughout the school community.
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