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Applications are invited for the post of 

HEAD OF PHOTOGRAPHY AND ART

from September 2020.
The Post
We are looking for a dynamic, energetic and suitably qualified and experienced Fine Art graduate and teacher of Art and Photography to lead this thriving, popular and high-achieving department. The successful candidate will possess excellent subject knowledge, be an effective teacher who uses a variety of teaching methods and be an efficient and organised manager who is able to lead a very  experienced and established team. They should be able to demonstrate a willingness to innovate and the ability to foster positive and supportive relationships with both students and staff in the department. They will be able to teach across the whole range of age and ability, including A-level and in support of entry to Art colleges and other leading universities. They will most likely be an existing practitioner and artist in their own right, with a strong background in Fine Art.

The current postholder is retiring after many years of excellent service to the School. Art and Photography at King Edward’s are long-established and very successful parts of both the academic and extra-curricular life of the school and the successful applicant will be expected to maintain the standards of excellence that already exist in the department whilst also continuing to lead the development of the department. 
A willingness to be involved beyond the department in the extra-curricular and pastoral life of this busy and vibrant School is expected.

The ART AND PHOTOGRAPHY Department
The Department is passionate about the teaching of the subject at King Edward’s and looks to discuss different ideas and encourage innovative thinking wherever possible.  We see the subject as an essential part of a well-rounded education, providing key knowledge, skills and understanding in an ever changing and dynamic society. The department looks to play a role in the delivery of cultural, moral and social aspects of the curriculum. We are very aware of the need to vary our teaching according to the strengths of different pupils and take great pleasure in the success of the complete range of abilities.  We look to keep abreast of exam changes and progressive thinking by participating in INSET courses as much as possible.
Creative sketchbook work is encouraged throughout the department. Students explore ideas and meanings in the work of artists, photographers, craftspeople and designers. They learn about the diverse roles and functions of art, craft and design in contemporary life, and in different times and cultures. Understanding, appreciation and enjoyment of the visual arts have the power to enrich our personal and public lives. Visits to exhibitions and galleries are also encouraged.

We strive to make King Edward’s an exciting, enjoyable and challenging place to teach and learn Art and Photography. We seek to inspire the pupils to take the subject at GCSE and A-level and take particular pleasure in the increasing number of pupils opting to study Art/Photography and related degrees at university. All members of the Department are actively involved in the wider life of the school and in pastoral roles.
At A level in 2019 100% of Art results were again graded A* to B and 88% were at this level for Photography. At GCSE the 9-7 grade rate was 40%.
THE CURRICULUM
Art is a core subject in the Year 7 and 8 curriculum with 2 lesson per fortnight (all lessons are one hour long). Pupils are taught in their form groups for most subjects in Years 7 and 8. In Year 9 the subject becomes part of the option scheme and the allocation increases to 3 hours per fortnight. The subject is very popular in Year 9 with half of the year group choosing it each year. The curriculum in Year 9 encourages students to explore:

· A broad investigation of drawing, re-assessing its importance and uses.

· Painting, concentrating on expressive mark-making, colour and composition.

· The potential of printmaking and stencilling.

· Collage and mixed media.

· Sculpture and low relief, including textiles.

· Photography, IT and graphic design.

Learning via making and doing (‘Make a mark, get a mark’) is a key belief and during the course students will be encouraged to explore their creative and imaginative side. They will learn to confront and solve problems in a practical, aesthetic and personal manner, and be taught to express/present their ideas visually and effectively. Other than brief sketchbook annotation, there is no written element.

We aim to include a visit to a major gallery/collection and students will constantly be exposed to the works of appropriate artists, designers and influential cultural influences and movements. Students will be given methods and strategies to help unlock and de-mystify the concepts and aesthetics behind visual art and design. This greater understanding breeds confidence and feeds their own practical work.

Typical projects will last for half a term and some refined finished products as well as a sketchbook based approach will be encouraged. Themes could include, portrait, figure, urban architecture, man-made versus organic, animals, landscape. The final part of the course will be used as an opportunity to develop some foundation skills and work appropriate for the transition to GCSE Art in Year 10.
At GCSE, there are five lessons per fortnight and usually two GCSE groups with about 35 pupils taking the subject. The course is made up of two units:  

Unit 1 Art and Design Portfolio.  This coursework unit runs across the two years with approximately 45 hours to complete the portfolio.  It is 60% of the qualification and is internally assessed and moderated by OCR.

Unit 2 Art and Design.  OCR set task.  The early release paper will be issued in January and provides candidates with a range of written and visual starting points.  There is an unlimited preparatory period and a 10 hour supervised exam.  It counts for 40% of the qualification and is internally assessed and externally moderated by OCR.

Students are given the opportunity to work within a wide range of disciplines including drawing, painting, printing, textiles, sculpture, design and photography.  Our course is structured to deliver a strong foundation of skills and techniques and a refined critical and analytical understanding.

In Year 12 there are 9 lessons per fortnight and pupils can opt for the Art and Design (Fine Art) course or the Photography course. Some choose both and the School is happy to support this focussed choice. In Year 13 the number of lessons increases to 10. There are usually 2 Art groups and 1 Photography group in each year with 25 to 30 pupils taking Art and/or Photography in each year group.
Studying Art and/or Photography at A level gives students the opportunity to work in a stimulating and exciting environment, where they will be encouraged to develop a wide range of practical skills and approaches. The course is demanding and will require pupils to confront and challenge some wide-ranging issues and perceptions on a personal level. We are looking for motivated, communicative students, willing to extend themselves in an imaginative and skilful manner.

As with any A level, it is useful to read extensively around the subject and we encourage the use of the school library and Internet on a regular basis to increase both awareness and enjoyment of the subject. In-depth research and investigation is required from all students. Throughout every project students will be asked to make links with cultural/art historical references, and they should make an effort to become familiar with critical language and develop a critical aesthetic awareness. We expect students to work extensively outside class-time, gathering information, visiting exhibitions and museums, and developing sketchbook work. There is an annual Art Tour organised and led by the Head of Department, when major collections are visited.  Previous tour destinations have included: New York; Barcelona; Paris; Rome, Venice and Florence; Marrakesh; Berlin; Amsterdam. This tour plays a key part in the research needed for the A level courses in both Art and Photography.
There is a heavy emphasis on drawing as a foundation for all projects. The taught approach is broad based via a wide range of materials and techniques. Projects tend to be thematic and cross between disciplines, working within drawing, painting, printmaking, sculpture, design and photography. Towards the end of the course students have the opportunity to specialise and therefore study an area in depth and produce work of real quality.

We foster links with Art Schools and help prepare students with their portfolios for interview at Foundation Course level.  Increasingly we are preparing students for direct entry at degree level in Art and Photography, Art History, Architecture and Fashion/Textiles.

AQA A level specification

The A level specification is designed to be taken over two years with all assessments taken at the end of the course.  All work (including the externally set assessment) is marked by the centre and moderated by AQA during a visit to the centre.  There are two components.

Component 1: Personal investigation

•
No time limit (September of Year 12 – February of Year 13)

•
96 marks

•
60% of A level

This is a practical investigation supported by written material.  The focus of the investigation must be identified independently by the student and must lead to a finished outcome or a series of related finished outcomes.

The investigation should be a coherent, in-depth study that demonstrates the student’s ability to construct and develop a sustained line of reasoning from an initial starting point to a final realisation.  It must include evidence of the student’s ability to research and develop ideas and relate their work in meaningful ways to relevant critical/contextual materials.  The investigation must be informed by an aspect of contemporary or past practice of artists, photographers, designers or craftspeople.

The written material must be a coherent and logically structured extended response of between 1000 and 3000 words of continuous prose.

Component 2: Externally set assignment

•
Preparatory period + 15 hours supervised

•
96 marks

•
40% of A level

Separate question papers will be provided for Art and Photography.  Students will be provided with examination papers on 1 February, or as soon as possible after that date.  Following the preparatory period, students will complete 15 hours of unaided, supervised time (3 x 5 hour days).  In the 15 hours, students must produce a finished outcome or a series of related finished outcomes, informed by their preparatory work.
ENRICHMENT
As a department we are very keen to offer a range of visits and activities to enrich and stretch our students’ cultural and contextual understanding.  Visits to galleries and museums run regularly across the year groups and we offer an overseas tour for Sixth Form artists and photographers.
There are Art clubs running at lunchtime and after school and life drawing classes for senior groups. Students contribute every year to the ‘KES Anthology’ (a published collection of creative writing and art), to the school magazine ‘The Edwardian’ and to the displays of art around the school site. We have a vibrant annual Art Exhibition and Lecture organised by the Head of Department. In 2018 Dr Chris Stephens, the Director of the Holburne Museum, delivered a visual talk on David Hockney and we have also had guest lectures from contemporary artists such as Kurt Jackson, Anita Taylor and Jenny Hannah.  We are forging strong links with the Bath Arts Scene. We have links with the Holburne Museum and have just undertaken a workshop on their current exhibition ‘Grayson Perry: The Pre-Therapy Years’. Links have also been forged with the local gallery ‘44AD art space’ and with the Victoria Gallery in Bath.
Many of our students apply to Art Schools and we offer advice and guidance for portfolio preparation and interviews. To date, there is a 100% success rate of applications to Art Schools, a statistic of which the retiring Head of Department is rightly very proud!
ACCOMODATION

The Art and Photography department is well resourced and has large light and airy studios, with staff taking ownership of their own spaces and environment.  There are separate print and computer rooms and there is a separate photography area with computers, a dark room and studio space with lights.  There is a well-stocked materials store and a full-time department technician who supports the Head of Department in resourcing the department. The Head of Department is responsible for the substantial departmental budget.

THE SCHOOL AND BATH

King Edward’s School was originally founded in 1552.  It is a highly successful academic School with an impressive record in public examinations ensuring that, at both GCSE and A-Level, it is in the top cohort of schools in the country.  In 2019 83.3% of results at A-level were graded A* to B. 30.4% of all results were an A*, placing us 59th in the national league table published in The Daily Telegraph in August. 76% of the pupils in Year 13 gained at least one A* grade and 42% of pupils gained only A* or A grades.  At GCSE, 70% of grades were 9-7 or A*-A and 19% were grade 9. We do a mixture or IGCSE and GCSE exams, with the core subjects of Mathematics, English, Science and Modern Foreign Languages being IGCSE. We were once again placed in the top 100 in the league tables in The Daily Telegraph. Almost all Year 13 pupils transfer to university (around a quarter to a third choosing to take a gap year), many to the Russell Group universities and a significant number each year to Oxford and Cambridge.
The School is a member of HMC and has traditionally educated pupils from a wide variety of backgrounds, formerly benefiting from the Direct Grant and Assisted Places Schemes.  Most pupils are full-fee paying (fees are currently around £14,500 per annum in the Senior School) but up to a third benefit from bursaries, academic scholarships, or special talent awards (for music, art, drama and sport).  Around half of the pupils in the Senior School live in Bath itself, but the remainder travel in from the more rural parts of North Somerset and West Wiltshire and from the towns of Chippenham and Trowbridge, which have seen significant housing development in recent years.  Some come from as far as Swindon and Warminster.
The strength of the School undoubtedly lies in the consistently high academic results achieved each year and it has an enviable reputation both locally and nationally.  However, the School is not ‘narrowly’ academic; it aims to provide a breadth and range of opportunities to allow pupils to develop their interests and enthusiasms in a rounded way, supported in all areas by excellent pastoral care.  Sport, music, drama, community service, and other clubs and societies all flourish at the School and Staff contribute a great deal outside their specialist academic areas to this wider extra-curricular life, allowing pupils to thrive on the rich variety of opportunities on offer. Each year pupils compete or participate in music and sport at national level, both as individuals or as school groups, indeed, in 2012 two of our pupils took sabbaticals to compete in the London Olympics. Our drama productions are hugely popular and the Drama Department’s work is used as an exemplar by the examination board.
The School is made up of a ‘family’ of three Schools, a Pre-Prep (3-7), Junior (7-11) and Senior School.  It enjoys a large 14 acre site on the south-eastern side of Bath, with playing fields about a mile away at Bathampton.  The centre of Bath, a World Heritage city, is within walking distance, and the School profits greatly from its proximity to a thriving and culturally vibrant city, with museums, art galleries, music and literacy festivals on its doorstep.  Bristol is within reach, and access to both London and the West Country is relatively easy.
SALARY

Salaries at the School are based on our own KES Salary Scale and will take into account the qualifications and experience of the successful candidate.  The KES Salary Scale is enhanced above the National State Qualified Teachers’ Scale.

________________________________________________________________________
All staff are in a position of trust and have a duty to keep children and young people safe and to protect them from neglect and physical and emotional harm.  This duty is in part exercised through the development of respectful caring and professional relationships between staff, children, and young people. Staff are expected to be familiar with the local child protection arrangements and understand their responsibilities in order to safeguard and protect children and young people.

________________________________________________________________________
Applications should be made in writing, using the supplied application form and with a letter of application outlining the applicant’s suitability for the post, including their pastoral and extra-curricular experience.

These should be received by 9 am on Monday 17th February 2020 and should be sent to:
Mr M Boden, Headmaster,

King Edward’s School, North Road

BATH  BA2 6HU

Telephone:   01225 820326 (Direct line for Headmaster’s PA)

e-mail:  headmaster@kesbath.com
Interviews will be held in the week of 24th February.
Please note that we are unable to give feedback to applicants not invited for interview.
