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SCIENCE FACULTY

Information for Candidates

Thank you for your interest in our Faculty. We are proud of the fact that we are a strong, friendly team of experienced subject specialists and technicians. We support each other on a daily basis and the relationships between staff and students are excellent. 
Staffing structure

Our management structure is shown below.

Including the above we have 13 teachers, one higher-level teaching assistant and three technicians. A collegiate style of management is adopted throughout the Faculty. Staff generally teach within their subject strengths where timetabling permits but at KS3 and, to a lesser extent, at KS4 some flexibility is required across the team.

Accommodation and Resources

There are two linked science blocks in the main school building. We have 11 teaching laboratories; a sixth form study area / resource room (containing networked PCs); three preparation rooms (one per discipline).  All labs have interactive whiteboards. We have a trolley of 30 tablet computers that can be booked out for classes.
Curriculum and Assessment

We operate on a five-period day at Dinnington, with each lesson being 60 minutes. 
At Key Stage 3, all pupils study Science for 3 periods each week. The course is divided into topics using in-house work schemes based on the ‘Activate’ units. We have spent time over the past two years re-writing our key stage 3 curriculum. We have planned collaboratively with the aim of embedding skills and a slow build of scientific knowledge and understanding in our students. We aim to bridge the gap between key stage 3 and key stage 4 and incorporate challenge in our lessons.  In the past we have taught our students in sets from year 8 upwards but this year we are trialling mixed-ability groupings with a number of year groups.
From 2016 our Key Stage 4 specification will change from OCR 21st Century Science to AQA combined science (trilogy). We will offer GCSEs in combined science and separate sciences. Pupils can opt to study Science to achieve two or three GCSE grades. Our GCSE students have 5 hours of science timetabled a week for two GCSEs and 7 hours if they are working towards three GCSEs. 
In our Sixth Form Centre, Science courses are very popular. We attract substantial groups of students in ‘A’ Level Biology, Chemistry and Physics. We are following the new AQA specifications for all three science A-levels. 
We look forward to hearing from you, good luck with your application!

Mr C Rooney and Mr M Keens
(Co-Heads of Science)
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TBC (we are currently looking at restructuring the TLRs and priorities in the Faculty)











Curriculum leader for KS3 and KS5 Physics











