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The Science Faculty
Accommodation
The sciences are taught in a suite of laboratories with larger than average prep rooms in the Upper Level and Activities buildings on opposite ends of the campus. Activities uses laboratories on the ground and first floor whereas the laboratories in Upper level are all on the ground floor. 
All laboratories have projectors present and there is a dedicated PC suite and five chrome book trolleys exclusively available to the faculty. There is a dedicated post 16 chemistry and physics laboratory in the Upper level and Activities buildings respectively. 
Personnel
At present the department has 10 full time permanent teaching staff, 2 full time agency teaching staff, 3 permanent part time teaching staff, 2 full time permanent technical staff and 2 part time permanent technical staff. Of the permanent teaching staff; 3 are physicists, 3 are chemists and 7 are biologists. All staff teach across the age range except agency staff. The faculty are also training a teacher on the SCITT programme.
Academic Structure
Although still largely based around the model of Head of Faculty and three key stage leads, of which one is also second in faculty, the faculty is currently re-shaping its model of leadership to align with its future vision and the leadership principles of the Griffin Schools’ Trust. Applicants interested in leadership, and who have the right skills, experience or potential to develop into future leaders are strongly encouraged to make this clear on application as TLR points are currently available.
Organisation of classes
Students in years 9 and 10 are currently taught in sets, whilst at KS3, students are taught in mixed ability classes. For the academic year 2016-17 year 11 are taught in mixed ability. After the Easter holiday 2016-17, year 11 will be re grouped based on their tier of entry (higher or foundation). From 2017-18 years 9-11 will be taught in streamed classes, with discussion about streaming year 8 to be considered within the faculty.



SEND
It is the responsibility of all subject teachers to differentiate within their teaching plans, for students of all abilities, supported by differentiated schemes of work.  Some additional assistance is in place in class for students with EHC plans.  The school has well-regarded specialist provision for students needing support with their language and communication skills and is highly inclusive in its approach.
The Curriculum
The school’s CREATE values underpin our distinctive ethos of wide horizons, proud traditions and high achievement and support positive approaches to learning.
Key Stage 3
This is a two year course (year 7 and 8). The curriculum and schemes of work enable all students to reach key stage 3 age-related expectations, whilst providing them with the foundations needed to achieve success at GCSE. Having recognised this as an important area for development, the faculty is passionate about improving its teaching of numeracy for science.
Key stage 4 
From September 2017, all students will be entered for the AQA Biology, Chemistry and Physics specifications, providing an opportunity for all to achieve the triple award separate sciences. This is a 3 year course (year 7, 8 and 9). 
For the few students that this may prove too great a challenge the AQA double award trilogy course is available for entry. The team is currently exploring additional support qualifications such as the AQA entry level certificate.
Key stage 5  
Students can continue into KS5 studying AQA biology AS and A level or OCR chemistry and physics AS and A levels. From September 2017, students will no longer be entered for the BTEC Applied Science course. The faculty is currently reviewing what could be taught in place of this course.
Other Opportunities
The faculty is running an ‘after school’ science club managed by the technical staff as well as lunchtime homework clubs managed by teaching staff. The faculty is also involved in STEM activities. This role has already meant that the STEM Lead teacher who is also the science faculty’s physics lead teacher is able to coordinate our science week and the STEM component of this year’s GST STEAM festival in the summer. This would mean that science at Stantonbury Campus should have a more integrated working relationship with the maths and ADT faculties.
The faculty also contributes to the cross-curricular Rich task, “Forensic Detectives:  scientific enquiry”. Rich tasks are exciting whole school learning activities at key stage 3 that enable students to apply their learning to new contexts.
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