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HUMANITIES AT OUNSDALE
This vacancy offers exciting opportunities for a well-qualified teacher seeking to be part of a vibrant Humanities Faculty. The Faculty, which consists of the specialist curriculum areas of History, Geography and RE, is forward-thinking, having successfully introduced new programmes of study and a range of detailed, integrated schemes of learning, built around developing transferable skills. This is an ongoing project with the development of new schemes and regular updating of those in place to embed assessment for learning. 

Personnel

The Faculty for Humanities currently has 6 full-time members of staff offering a broad range of experiences and teaching styles which results in a supportive, co-operative ethos. Standards of discipline are high, as are teachers' expectations of students. The department has a rigorous, questioning approach to the curriculum it offers, with both formal and informal sharing of good practice. A collegiate approach to curriculum development is encouraged and consequently there is much enthusiasm for developing new initiatives.

Resources

Teaching is conducted in five main rooms that are situated near one office where texts and resources are stored. Support materials for schemes of work are located in the Faculty area and on the school’s VLE. There are data projectors in every room with all having speaker systems. The school has bookable ICT suites with thirty-four computers readily available for Humanities staff. 

Courses

Students study RE, History & Geography separately in Yrs 7, 8, 9.  Students opt to study either History or Geography at the end of Yr 8.
In History and Geography, a five-year curriculum has been developed that takes pupils from Year 7 through to Year 11 and is designed to support examination success. 
Students choose between GCSE History and Geography at the end of Year 8 and must choose one of the following:
· AQA GCSE Geography (physical, human and geographical enquiry/fieldwork). 

· OCR B School’s History Project (The People’s Health c1250 – present, The Norman Conquest 1065 – 1087, A local Site study, The Making of America 1789 – 1900, Living under Nazi Rule 1933 – 1945).

· OCR Ancient History (The Persian Empire 559-465BC, Alexander the Great 326 – 323 BC, The Foundations of Rome 753-440 BC and Cleopatra, Rome and Egypt 69-30 BC).
At Key Stage 5 A level OCR History is offered at Ounsdale and ‘A’ level Geography and RE are currently taught at one of our partner schools. There is the opportunity for the successful candidate to contribute to ‘A’ level teaching.  
Faculty Examination Results 2018
GCSE

(NB: Ancient History was not examined in 2018, results are from 2017)








	Ancient History 
	

	GCSE A* - A
	33.3%

	GCSE A* - C
	80%


	Modern History 
	

	GCSE 7+
	22.2%

	GCSE A* - C
	53.8%


	Geography 
	

	GCSE A* - A
	7.7%

	GCSE A* - C
	38.5%


Advanced Level 

A2 Grades awarded in 2017
	Subject
	Entry
	A*
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	U

	History
	6
	1
	-
	-
	2
	3
	-
	-


Results have improved over the past 2 years but we are continuing to work towards further improvement. 
A number of strategies are used to improve performance including:
· Systematic analysis of exam scripts to identify strengths and weaknesses and inform teaching and learning

· Systematic tracking of underperforming students and intervention at Classroom Teacher and Faculty Leader level
· Underachievement intervention and mentoring programmes
· Catch up and revision classes
· Specialist subject CPD for staff within school, across the Multi Academy Trust and externally
Teaching

Students are taught History, Geography and RE in mixed ability form groups throughout KS3 and there is a strong emphasis on differentiation to facilitate focused teaching aimed at meeting the needs of all pupils. Assessment forms an integral part of the teaching process and clear, achievable targets are set to ensure pupils know how to improve the standard of their work. Marking plays a key role within the Faculty as a means to enable staff to track student understanding and progress and students are encouraged to reflect and engage with the feedback given. 
Should you have any questions please feel free to contact the Assistant Headteacher - Head of Humanities, Laura Dean.  Please email: ldean@ounsdale.staffs.sch.uk
