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The Science Department

The Science department at Five Ways is well-established, with excellent results in GCSE and 
A level examinations. There is a strong tradition of preparing students for university studies in Science, Medicine and Engineering.  Science is taught by a team of enthusiastic specialist teachers and laboratory practical work is emphasised at all levels. 

The department is forward-thinking and innovative and is always keen to share and implement good practice. It makes use of Microsoft Teams and to share resources with students and amongst staff. The department monitors the performance of all students carefully to ensure all students are reaching their maximum potential. Regular assessments include topic-based tests and practical skills assessments. The department aims to maximise student potential and to make Science interesting and accessible for all abilities. Thorough schemes of work provide a wide range of activities, resources and investigative tasks in every topic. 

The Science and Chemistry department is led by Mrs Liz Swinburne and there are also subject leaders for Biology (Miss Emma Fallon) and Physics (Mr Tim Wright).  Regular department meetings are held, giving opportunities for teachers to discuss student progress, teaching schedules and creative ideas to improve learning and teaching. Department meetings are a regular opportunity to share resources, ideas and co-plan lessons or units of work. Although we all teach and are responsible for our own individual groups, there is a definite sense of being part of a team and we are constantly looking to learn from each other, and with colleagues in other departments in the school.

There are fifteen full and part time members of teaching staff and four technician support staff that work in thirteen well-equipped laboratories which are in the process of being refurbished and updated.

From year 7 students study separate Chemistry, Physics and Biology from a scheme of learning based on Activ8 but adapted to the needs of our very able students. In year 9, students choose to either take separate sciences or combined science. All lessons are taught by specialist teachers at KS4. We currently follow the AQA GCSE specification in all three subjects. A level courses in all three sciences are very successful and popular among students. There are normally five groups in both Chemistry and Biology and three groups in Physics. All three subjects teach the AQA linear specifications. The department regularly prepares students for success in Oxbridge entry each year by running significant extra-curricular support as well as providing a weekly drop-in workshop available to all students.  

Beyond the classroom, students regularly compete in local and national competitions and engage in enrichment activities.
Years 7 to 8 students take part in a science fair and British Science Week competitions.
GCSE students take part in RSC Top of the Bench competitions and the West Midlands Chemistry Quiz.
Sixth form students take part in the RSC Olympiad, the Cambridge Chemistry Challenge, and the Schools’ Analyst Competition. Students also attend the autumn and spring term lectures at Birmingham University.

We are looking for an enthusiastic and well qualified chemistry teacher to join our very successful and supportive team. The person appointed will have the opportunity to work with engaging and talented students who are often capable of working at a high academic level.

image1.jpeg
KING EDWARD VI KING EDWARD VI
FIVE WAYS SCHOOL FOUNDATION
BIRMINGHAM




