WALTON HIGH SCHOOL

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT
The School

Walton High School is a mixed high school situated just south of Stafford, with approximately 1300 students on roll (aged between 11 -18).  The school enjoys an attractive location, and provides a safe, healthy and pleasant working environment for both staff and students.  Students are well behaved and well motivated and their examination results at all levels are amongst the most impressive in the country.

The English Department

The department is housed in a purpose-built block near the entrance to the school.  English is a thriving subject and the department has a very good reputation with student success rates throughout all the key stages. Such success has not been earned by adopting a narrow focus on examination needs and outcomes - indeed, the department endeavours to provide an enriching curriculum which recognises that English is more than a subject defined by examination criteria. Students gain important life skills through our lessons, learning to form and articulate their own views and challenge others. Through the delivery of a wide and interesting curriculum, supported by a plethora of anthology texts delivered across all years, we aim to foster not only a love of learning but also a keen interest in reading and a widened knowledge of cultural capital.
The department presently consists of eight full-time specialists and most members have their own teaching area.  Responsibility points within the department are allocated to the Head of Department and Second in Department with a third point currently focusing on the development of teaching and learning initiatives. This is not to say that the department slavishly embraces every passing trend and initiative, however, and whilst members are keen to develop their practice, as a department we value and indeed actively encourage their right to deliver what they believe to be the best practice for the students in front of them. The department believes in working collaboratively and supportively and takes pride in its achievements.
In Key Stage 3, the department has devised schemes of work that are accompanied by topic specific anthology of different texts. At Key Stage 4 and 5, staff work from the individual exam syllabus, delivering exam units according to a published long term plan. This has recently been reviewed to encompass the delivery of the school’s teaching and learning initiatives. Resources for these are shared and the intention of this methodology is that it is supportive, rather than restrictive, allowing the individual’s enthusiasm, personality and preferences, to be given full scope.

All students at Key Stage 4 take GCSE English Language and English Literature (OCR) and students follow the same Exam Board for A Level English Literature. The department also offers A Level English Language and Literature with AQA. 
