LIMITLESS LEARNING FOR
TOMORROW’S ACHIEVERS

“ BCS is a safe place

to learn, play and create
lasting memories with
your friends.

”

GREG
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A CURRICULUM FIT FOR
THE 21ST CENTURY
For well-nigh 300 years, Blue Coat has been refining and evolving the quality of its education. It combines a
rigorous, cutting-edge approach to learning with an extraordinary variety of extra-curricular activities; it offers
exemplary pastoral support in an environment that encourages our children to grow in understanding.
I thank you for showing an interest in us, and appreciate the trust that parents place in me and the staff. All of
us know that choosing the right school can be a daunting process, one in which the emotional investment and
financial commitment is considerable. At the same time, we believe that the rewards provided by inspirational
teaching are immeasurable – as is the chance to live and learn within a community that is both challenging
and supportive.
Thanks to a blend of brilliant teaching, genuine care and joint endeavour, our pupils
leave us ready to make their mark in a thousand different fields. Along the way
we believe that they have cemented strong friendships and had a lot of fun – I see
evidence of this every day.
Noel Neeson | Headmaster

“ The teachers are all
kind and we learn while
having fun. ”
HAOYANG
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INSPIRING YOUR CHILD
FROM AN EARLY AGE
Life at Blue Coat begins in our Pre-Prep Nursery. We welcome children in the September following their
3rd birthday. From this early age pupils are involved in whole school life. They visit the Pre-Prep gym, sing
songs with Chaplain, venture up to Forest School, take part in the Pre-Prep Sports Day and much more!
Throughout Pre-Prep, the children are taught by a Class Teacher who is supported by a Teaching Assistant.
Small class sizes enable us to bring out the best in your child and foster a spirit of enquiry through imaginative
and creative learning.
Exceeding national requirements, the Key Stage I curriculum (for ages 5-7) focuses attention on Literacy and
Numeracy, but equally the children are exposed to exciting opportunities in Science, Humanities, Sport, Art
and Music.
Gradually, the school day becomes more structured and in addition to the Class Teacher they will be taught
by specialist teachers for lessons such as Music, PE, Swimming and Games. Additional opportunities for
extracurricular activities encourage new interests such as chess, dance and Create Club.

“ We have a great
variety of lessons throughout
the week. ”
TOM
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CHAMPIONING VERSATILE,
CREATIVE RISK-TAKERS
Turning 7 years means an opportunity to welcome more children to The Blue Coat School as we move from
three-form to four-form entry. Scholarships recognising academic and musical talent are offered, as well as
financial assistance with fees in the form of Foundation Awards.
Prep is an exciting time. The children begin to move around the campus for lessons and benefit from
specialist facilities including the ICT Suite, Music Centre, Creative Arts and Food Technology Suite and
Science Laboratory.
Friday afternoon signals time for TED (Thinking, Exploring and Doing). Activities include debating, journalism,
photography, young enterprise as well as getting green-fingered in the Blue Coat garden!

“ I love all the opportunities
that we have at BCS. ”
AADYA
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NURTURING A SPIRIT
OF FUN, ADVENTURE
AND CURIOSITY
Throughout their time in Prep, the children tackle a range of exhilarating outdoor activities and develop
teamwork and leadership skills on residential trips. From night-walks to songs around the campfire; from
the zip-wire to shelter building; first-aid to ‘Bushcraft does Bake-Off ’; these adventures offer the chance to
try something new and make the most of the outdoors. Modern Languages studies culminate in a visit to
France for Year 6 pupils.
Year 6 pupils are taught in their own dedicated Hub and they become important role models as they take
on additional responsibilities such as House Captain, Music and Sports Captains and Chapel Monitors. Pupils
are well prepared for senior school entrance and each year our examination results showcase outstanding
achievement, with offers and scholarships to the most sought after schools in the region and beyond.

“ The Houses are fun because
there is a very warm and
welcoming atmosphere. ”
RIAH
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A UNIQUE ‘HOME AWAY
FROM HOME’
In Prep, the children join one of our Prep Houses and there is always a great deal of anticipation as to which
they will pledge their loyalty! Will it be St. George’s, St. Philip’s, St. Monica’s or St. Margaret’s House? Unique
to Blue Coat, these former boarding houses now offer a ‘home from home’ at the start and end of each day,
where the children can play games, enjoy a movie night, relax and have lots of fun!
The children seek to live out the Blue Coat Values by supporting a range of charitable causes. They are
involved in the selection of their House Charity and in executing their fundraising ideas. In recent years,
money has been raised for Children in Need, Guide Dogs for the Blind, Acorns Children’s Hospice and
NICE. House competitions are fiercely competitive whether in the pool, on the field, on the stage, or in
testing the grey matter at the House Mastermind.

“ We get so many

chances to be in the
sports teams and we get to
train in brilliant facilities.

”

HARRY
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PROMOTING SPORTING
EXCELLENCE
As a Prep School, Blue Coat’s sporting facilities are unrivalled. The addition of an all-weather Astro pitch,
cricket nets and two new gym studios have raised the bar even further – BCS Sport is going from strength
to strength! We enter many national competitions and have achieved notable success including setting
records at the English Schools Swimming Association Finals. Sport is for all, and an inclusive programme of
intra-school fixtures offers opportunities for every child.
A wide-ranging extra-curricular programme is enhanced by partnerships with Elmhurst Ballet School, Aston
Villa Football Club, Edgbaston Kestrels Hockey Academy, Warwickshire County Cricket Club, University of
Birmingham, Edgbaston Priory Club and Edgbaston Golf Club.

“ Music competitions

help us aim higher and it is
fun listening to different
kinds of music.

”

SIYUAN
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IDENTIFYING AND
NURTURING MUSICALITY
FROM AN EARLY AGE
The standard of musicianship at Blue Coat is simply breath-taking! Morning Recitals, BCS Young Musician
of the Year and other termly concerts offer performance opportunities for our children. Many aspire to
audition for the Chapel Choir which sings at weekly chapel services and joins with the Choral Society and
Birmingham Cathedral Choir at special events throughout the year. Through Ensembles and Music Groups
the children experience playing with their peers and this in turn raises their cognitive skills and improves
them as players. The Music Department is supported by a team of Visiting Music Teachers who teach over
300 individual music lessons each week. The Music Centre is equipped with a suite of iMacs which enables
us to include music technology in our academic music syllabus.
BCS musicians are held in high regard by senior schools and a number are awarded Music Scholarships
each year. We also offer our own 7+ Music Scholarships for entry to Year 3. Many pupils are encouraged to
audition and are accepted as members of the City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra Children’s Choir,
the National Children’s Choir and the National Children’s Orchestra, as well as the Choir of St. Philip’s
Cathedral, Birmingham.
In tandem with the Music Department, great emphasis is given to the Performing Arts. Pupils develop
self-confidence and collaborative skills by taking part in shows and plays in our splendid auditorium.

“ Blue Coat is
one big family. ”
KRISH
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WELL-BEING AND
ENJOYMENT GO HAND
IN HAND
“Pastoral care is praised by parents, and staff see it as pervading all aspects of their work,” observes The Good
Schools Guide. At The Blue Coat School, this high level of pastoral care is achieved through teamwork.
The Chaplaincy, also known as ‘The Lighthouse’, plays its own unique role in supporting children, staff and parents.
The Prep Houses too, create a friendly, homely environment that makes our children feel valued and secure.
Whilst the School is of Church of England foundation, we welcome families of all faiths and none. Parents of
all faiths value the traditional chapel services which endeavour to inspire the children to adopt our school
motto “Grow in Grace” as a foundation stone for their lives.
The Blue Coat family extends to the parent body through The Association of Friends and to the wider
school community encompassing Old Scholars, Governors and Supporters. We are proud that several years
on, former pupils and teachers happily return to Blue Coat and readily engage in current school life.

“ The best all round school in

Birmingham producing excellent academic
results but with a strong focus on
extra curricular activities too.

”

BLUE COAT PARENT
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An Independent Day School and Nursery for Girls and Boys from 3-11

MISSION AND AIMS

OUR VISION

• N
 urturing a spirit of fun, adventure and curiosity in a supportive and
caring Christian community.

Limitless Learning for
Tomorrow’s Achievers

• P roviding exceptional learning opportunities for every child through
innovative and dynamic teaching.
• Championing versatile, creative risk-takers prepared for a changing world.

OUR VALUES

Be Truthful, Patient and Kind
Cheerfully Try Hard
Show Respect to Others

Headmaster: Mr Noel G Neeson BEd NPQH
The Blue Coat School Birmingham Limited,
Somerset Road, Edgbaston, Birmingham B17 0HR
T: 0121 410 6800 (Reception)
E: admissions@thebluecoatschool.com
W: thebluecoatschool.com
@bcsbirmingham
@bluecoatbirmingham
@bcsbirmingham
The Blue Coat School Birmingham Limited is registered in England,
Registration No. 8502615 and is a Registered Charity No. 1152244

