
Curriculum principles, approach and content 
 
Vandyke seeks to provide an environment in which students, staff and parents are 
committed to achieving excellence within a caring, supportive learning community.  
 
Vandyke aims to give access to a broad, balanced and relevant curriculum which is suited to 
the abilities and aptitudes of each student. 
 

Principles  
Through the opportunities offered to students within the classroom and beyond:  
 

 Emphasis is placed on the subjects that are academically rigorous that will provide a 
gateway to further education and training; 

 

 Skills and interests are developed in order that students might respond effectively to 
social, economic and political changes and to changing patterns of work and that 
they might gain personal satisfaction in the use of their leisure time; 

 

 Knowledge is valued and acquired for its own sake, as a means of understanding 
reality and to help students to know more about themselves and the society in which 
they live; 

 

 Individual autonomy is fostered and individual aptitudes are developed in an 
environment in which there is equal opportunity in order that the students might be 
capable of independent thought and that their self-respect may be enhanced;  

 

 Moral standards are encouraged so that students have a respect for others and 
become responsible members of their community. 

 

Curriculum  
The curriculum in Years 9 to 11 meets the present statutory requirements set down in the 
National Curriculum.  These remain subject to Government review.  
 
Year 9: all students follow a broad common curriculum which covers the three core areas of 
study: English, mathematics, science, and the non-core foundation subjects of technology, 
ICT, humanities, MFL, art and design, music, PE, drama and lifeskills.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Subject Hours per cycle 

English 7 
Maths 8 
Science 7 
PE 3 
ICT 1 
Humanities 8 
French 4 
Exploring language or German 4 
Art 2 
Drama 1 
Music 1 
Design technology and catering 3 
Lifeskills 1 



Years 10 & 11:  The curriculum at Vandyke follows a broad and balanced approach with a 
focus on facilitating qualifications.  The aim is to provide an experience that is both 
engaging, relevant and provides the necessary skills and attributes that are necessary in 
today’s globally competitive world. 
 
All students study English language, English literature and maths.  All students study two 
GCSE combined science qualifications; students can study the three separate sciences in 
biology, chemistry and physics if they choose to do so in the option system.  All students 
select either history or geography and can also select the other one of these as an option, as 
well as continuing to participate in life skills and physical education classes.  In addition, 
students select a further three subjects in which they have particular strengths or which lead 
to a chosen career.  These courses provide students with a range of skills and knowledge 
which allow them to progress to a wide variety of further courses.  More detailed subject 
information can be found in the options booklet.  
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Students are also given the opportunity to undertake additional studies in the morning in 
addition to their normal lessons. This can include early morning GCSE French, the choice of 
an early morning option being dependent upon demand for the subject. 
 
For the full range of options please see the Year 9 into 10 options booklet. 
 
Sixth Form:  students are given as much choice as possible in selecting subject options at 
Advanced level.  Sixth Form students also have the opportunity to extend their studies 
through enrichment courses. Most students studying level three courses follow a programme 
of either 3 or 4 advanced level courses in Year 12 with the extended project qualification 
(EPQ) available. 
 
For the full range of options, please see the Sixth Form options booklet. 

 

 

Subject Hours per cycle 

English 8 
Maths 8 
Science 10 
Core PE  3 
Life skills 1 
History or geography 5 
Option 1 5 
Option 2 5 
Option 3 5 


