






Welcome
Pembridge Hall School is part of  the Alpha Plus Group: 
the Gold Standard in educational provision.

As an Alpha Plus School, we aim to provide first 
class learning which enables our girls to achieve their 
full potential in a challenging yet secure and caring 
environment. Our teaching combines the best of  
traditional and modern methods and provides access to 
the latest classroom technology.





Mrs Sophie Banks has been Head of  Pembridge Hall since 
September 2022. Previously she was Head of  Eton End 
School and prior to that worked in both co-educational 
and all boys independent day and boarding schools.

A very warm welcome to Pembridge Hall, a school where we are 
proud to say that the girls are at the heart of  all we do. We believe 
that self-esteem, resilience and happiness are paramount to every girl’s 
success, and we pride ourselves on developing confident individuals 
who have a love of  learning and a thirst for knowledge. Pembridge 
girls take advantage of  a vast array of  learning opportunities, both 
inside and outside of  the classroom. Ambitious academic standards, 
a talented staffroom, and strong pastoral care all contribute to the 
success that Pembridge girls attain.

In a rapidly changing world, Pembridge Hall offers an excellent 
all-rounded education that prepares girls for life, whilst ensuring 
they experience a childhood they will cherish. If  you are 
looking for a school that will bring the very best out of  your 
daughter, please do come and visit us to see first-hand 
what makes Pembridge Hall so special.

The Head





The Reception year at Pembridge Hall is 
a unique and exciting time, as girls, staff 
and parents embark on a learning journey 
together. Our principal expectation for 
the children in our care is to feel happy 
and safe and develop a life-long passion 
for learning. As an independent school, we 
recognise the many benefits that the Early 
Years Foundation Stage curriculum has 
to offer; in addition, one of  our primary 
aims is for our girls to be academically 
challenged. We incorporate the more 
exploratory and creative areas of  learning 
into our curriculum, alongside a more 

structured academic programme for 
literacy and mathematical development. 
Young children learn best when they 
are motivated through playful learning 
experiences, and are given opportunities to 
direct their own learning. Our department 
is extremely well resourced and 
organised in order to spark 
curious minds and cater for 
individual learning styles 
and needs. 

Reception





Lower School

Our philosophy is for our Lower School girls to secure 
the necessary skills to become confident and independent 
learners, and prepare them for life in our Middle School. 
We aim to support children in their transitions between 
year groups, ensuring that by the time they leave our 
building they feel part of  a thriving school community 
in which their individuality is cherished. Highlights 
such as school trips, class assemblies, the Nativity, a 

magical Christmas party, our Easter Bonnet parade 
and Sports Day are just a few examples of  events that 
enhance the core curriculum. We focus on the varying 
needs of  individual children, ensuring that all girls are 
appropriately challenged and supported to achieve their 
very best. We teach the core subjects of  English, Maths 
and Science, supplemented by the Humanities and a 
plethora of  specialist subjects.





No. 10 Pembridge Square features a range 
of  custom-designed spaces for the teaching 
of  specialist subjects, including a well-
equipped Science laboratory, a light and 
airy Art studio, a spacious Gymnasium 
and a Drama studio complete with stage 
lighting and a dazzling array of  costumes 
and props. While Year 3’s classrooms are 
housed within the Lower School building 
at No. 18, Year 3 girls are part of  the 
Middle School and attend subject lessons, 
taught by specialist subject teachers, in 
the Upper School building. Highlights of  
the academic programme include a study 
of  Ancient Egypt and a trip to the British 
Museum. Year 3 also includes the girls’ 
first residential trip, visiting a busy activity 

centre along with their class teachers 
and specialist staff and spending 
two nights away from home. Year 4 
is a time of  change and transition, 
when girls move to classrooms in 
the Upper School building. They 
soon benefit from the example of  the 
older girls, and increase in maturity 
and independence. A wealth of  varied 
and thought-provoking topics, such 
as ‘World War Two’ and ‘Threats 
To Our Oceans’, ensure that the 
year is exciting and stimulating, in 
addition to a four day residential trip 
which sees the girls scale climbing 
walls, canoe across a lake and take to 
the surf.

Middle School





Year 5 is a fast-paced year academically 
as the girls gradually take on greater 
responsibility for their own learning 
and start to prepare for the 11+ 
exams. Nevertheless, assemblies, 
outings, concerts, a drama production 
for parents and a residential trip, all 
contribute to the enthusiasm and 
enjoyment of  school life. Year 6 is 
an exciting and challenging year, in 
which the girls work tremendously 
hard to fully prepare for the senior 
school entrance exams. They are 
taught the value of  perseverance 
and determination as they strive to 

reach their maximum 
potential. Once the 
exams are over, the 
girls continue 
with a vigorous 
academic 
programme 
and also make 
several trips 
including 
their week-long 
residential trip  
to France.

Upper School







Our girls are fortunate enough to be able to play daily 
in the beautiful, well-kept surroundings of  Pembridge 
Square Gardens. This valuable opportunity to spend 
time in the fresh air, stretch their legs and observe the 
changing seasons provides a refreshing change from the 

routine of  the busy school day. Before or after lunch the 
girls accompany classmates and the other girls in their year 
group to spend time running on the lawns, enthusiastically 
joining in with organised games or sitting quietly on the 
benches observing their surroundings. 

Pembridge Square Gardens



We foster a life-long passion for literature 
in every girl who walks through the 
doors of our school. Beginning in the 
Early Years, we teach a synthetic phonics 
programme, equipping our girls with 
the essential building blocks required to 
progress in reading and writing. As they 
move through the school, girls gradually 
take on greater autonomy in expressing 
themselves through the written word. 
Dynamic creative writing sessions ensure 
that the girls are inspired by the wealth of 
literary devices available to them.  
At Pembridge Hall we value the important 
role Speaking and Listening plays in 
children’s social, emotional and cognitive 
development and ensure quality  
discussion and debate are everyday 
classroom activities.
 

Maths is a vital part of life at Pembridge 
Hall, and is integrated into the daily 
programme of every year group. 
Interactive resources ensure that lessons 
are engaging, compelling and informative. 
Our pupils leave with a confident, 
enthusiastic approach to the subject and 
a passion for solving problems. Reception 
girls gain a firm grounding in basic 
concepts of number, shape and measure, 
taught through interactive activities, then 
progress throughout the Lower School to 
performing and recording calculations 
and collating and presenting data. Basic 
numeracy skills - such as times tables - 
are consolidated, in order to ensure that 
the more complex mathematical tasks 
undertaken in the Middle and Upper 
School are supported by a thorough 
understanding of number and swift  
recall of key number facts.

Core Subjects





The Arts

Music plays an important part in the life of  Pembridge 
Hall; classroom activities focus on developing an 
understanding of  Music theory as well as practice. 
There is a comprehensive programme of  choral and 
instrumental provision in which girls are encouraged 
to participate and during the course of  the year there 
are various performance opportunities for girls to 
display their musical skills. Furthermore, girls have the 
opportunity to take lessons with high calibre instrumental 

and vocal specialists who are all experienced teachers and 
performers. The Chamber Choir take part in a biennial 
trip which enables them to perform in prestigious venues 
such as UK Cathedrals in addition to locations in Europe. 
As an example, the Chamber Choir went on a very 
successful tour to Italy singing for Masses in Vicenza and 
Venice, including St. Mark’s, and they also gave a concert 
in Verona.  



Drama is very much part of  the school’s 
life blood. In our specialist Drama studio 
all the trappings of  the theatre can be 
found: racks full of  costumes, props, 
masks, puppets, lights and scenery which 
transforms Drama lessons into special 
events. Every year group has the chance to 
perform within the duration of  the school 
year, culminating with a much-anticipated 
full length play performed by our Year 
6 girls in a theatre, eagerly watched by 
parents, staff and pupils. 

Both buildings at Pembridge Hall feature 
a space dedicated specifically to Art. Our 
Art studio at No. 10 is custom-designed 
and flooded with natural light, providing a 
superb space in which the girls 
can allow their creativity free 
rein. The girls in Lower School 
experience a host of  different 
artistic media and begin to express 
their creative thoughts and ideas 
in 2D and 3D. They learn 
about colour theory and are 
introduced to a variety  
of  artists.



The Sciences

Science offers the perfect platform to open one’s 
imagination and to discover how life around us operates. 
From Space camps and rocket launches to chemical 
reactions and delicious experiments, girls are given 
the opportunity to enjoy, and to put into practice, key 
facts and processes. Within a well-equipped Science 
lab, children listen to their own heart beats, analyse 

crime scene samples under microscopes and create 
chemical reactions with Bunsen Burners. They are given 
frequent opportunities to apply their knowledge outside 
the classroom on various field trips, and whether your 
daughter is a Scientist in the making or a passive explorer, 
she will no doubt enjoy navigating her way through the 
curriculum in our hands-on laboratory.





At Pembridge Hall our focus is on 
fostering a love of  Physical Education 
and Sport, and recognising its importance 
in adding a new dimension to the lives 
of  our pupils, increasing motivation and 
performance in all aspects of  school life. 
Girls are exposed to an array of  different 
sports and have the opportunity to 

acquire a variety of  core skills. Every 
child is given the chance to participate 
in team and individual sports at 

an appropriately challenging level. 

Pembridge Hall operates a “sport for all” 
team policy by scheduling as many teams 
as possible into a competitive fixture list 
against other independent prep schools in 
London. Our top teams in each age group 
exhibit a strong competitive spirit and 
have experienced success in regional and 
national competitions. Team opportunities 
exist from Year 3 to Year 6 and all pupils 
are coached by the specialist teachers in 
the school, as well as by other  
visiting professionals. 

Sports





The Pembridge Hall extra-curricular 
programme is designed to offer 
opportunities for our girls to broaden their 
horizons try out new activities and build 
on their existing skills. It is beyond the 
classroom that a girl’s character is really 
developed and there are so many interests 
that can be pursued, some of  which will 
become lifelong passions. Involvement in 
the extra-curricular activity programme 
is encouraged and there is no shortage 
of  opportunities to challenge and expand 
creative energy. We offer a wide range of  

extra-curricular activities 
before registration in the 
morning, during lunch breaks 
and following the end of  the 
school day. Music and sport are very 
well represented and in addition to the 
many activities that happen 
on site, full use is made of  
facilities in the local area such 
as Paddington Recreation Ground 
for Athletics and team games.

Extra-Curricular 
Activities



Extra-Curricular 
Activities



Pembridge Hall is a non-selective school 
that prides itself  on its reputation for 
producing happy, successful children. 
Applications are processed by calendar 
month, to ensure even distribution of  
birthdays throughout the year. Parents 
whose daughter has been allocated a 
definite place are invited to visit the 
school and meet the Head. A year prior 

to entry a deposit is required to secure 
the place. The girls are due to start school 
the September before their fifth birthday. 
Applications for older girls, when places 
are available, are subject to assessment  
and interview.

Contact:  
registrar@pembridgehall.co.uk

Admissions







Pembridge Hall School
18 Pembridge Square

London W2 4EH

T: 020 7229 0121
E: registrar@pembridgehall.co.uk

the Gold Standard in education
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